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ENCE. 


1^ MAY 28^ 1714. 


BLOOMSBURY-SaUj 
DEAR PRUSy 

JL WILL come to you as soon as possibly I can. 
I hope you will like the lampreys which I left at 
home. I am going to the Hanover Club ; but must 
be back at thd press * before half-hour after seven« 
Your most obedient husband^ Rich. Steeue. 


aes- TO MRS. STEELE, 


DEAR PRUE^ 


TONSON'fi^ BOW-STREET, 
JUNE 2, 1714. 

J. STAY here to attend this thing * close, or it 
will not be ready ; for I am forced to make altera- 
tions according to new intelligence about the Bill. 
When I have done, I will come to you. 

Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 

* The second editioB of '^ A Letter to a Member of Parlia- 
meat, concerning the Bill for preventing the Growth of Schism^ 
by Richard Steele, esq." was published June 5, 1714. * 
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266. TO GENERAL STANHOPE *. 


SIR, 


T 


[1714-] . 


HERE could not be a more proper patron to 
the Englishman -f than He who, in the esteem of 
all men, is as much one, as any who enjoys the 
honour and happiness of that name. . If plain-deal- 
ing, generosity, and truth, have distinguished us 
from the base and wily arts of our Enemies, these 


. 1 


* James Staiihope, grandson to the first Earl of Chesterfield 
hy his second lady, having served when very young as a volun- 
teer under the Duke of Savoy, was made a Captain iii the Foot* 
guards^ with the rSink of lieutenant-coloneU in 1694 5. wa&'H 
member of the House' of. Commons from IfOO. tifl, ^t^ted ^ 
peer ; served a volunteer in 1702 in the expedition to Cadiz, and 
next year in Portuga! 5 was made a Brigadier-general in 1704 j 
Envoy Extraordinary to Charles III. in 1706 3 Major-general in 
1707; and Commander in Chief of the forces in Spain, I7O8. 
The same year he sjubdued Minorca ; and in I710 commanded 
the Enghsh forces ^t the battles of Almanza and Saragossa; to 
which victories he greatly contributed, and fecilitated the march 
of Charles III. to Madrid. He was constituted first Commis« 
sioner of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, April 
11, 1717 ; created Viscount Stanhope of Mahon, July 21 ; Se- 
cretary of State, March 21, 1717-18; Earl Stanhope, April 9, 
I7I8 ; and was sent the same year to France and Spain, 'to coa- 
dude the negotiations for a general peace j was one of the 
Lords Justices in 1719 ; was twice in France, where he broi:^ht 
the King of Spain to accede to the Quadruple Alfiance; and oa 
his return was again one of the Lords Justices. He was sud- 
denly seized with a dizziness in his head, occasioned by. the ve- 
hemence of a debate in the House of Peers, Feb 4, 1720-1 3 
and died next day, - 

t This was prefixed to the first volume of ^' The Enj^Usbr . 
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qualities Mr. Stanhope possesses in common with 
all true Englishmen. But those endowments and 
acquisitions which make him capably of exerting 
the noble dispositions peculiar to free and ynerous 
Britons, are what render him one of the greatest 
men of the greatest people* 

A natural and prevailing eloquence in assemblies^ 
an heroic and inspiring courage in the iield^ a gen* 
tie and winning behaviour in conversation^ are 
eminences which enable you to be a blessing to the 
age in which you live. You have ever used these 
advantages for the service of your Country, with a 
beautiful disregard to what is usually thought a 
man^s greatest interest. All men of sense give you^ 
in their real sentiments and just conceptions of your 
merit, much greater honours than could be pur- 
chased from the gaudy affluence of such things as 
are the admiration and first pursuit of common men. 

Many circumstances render it inconvenient to 
say much of the present I now make you : but, if I 
had, instead of formibg the character of an English- 
man from my own conceptions, drawn it from the 
gentleman to whom I am now speaking, it had 
been much easier to have defended it. I do not by 
this application design to involve . you in a dispute 
in favQur of these writings. You undertook it, with 
great humanity, when it was most useful to me, 
and I cannot but do those who have condemned 
them the justice to mention to the world lliis strong 
circumstance against these papers, that your elo* 
quence has been ineffectual in their defence. How- 
ever, 'no one can blame me for being proud that 
so good and great a man condescended, in places 

2« whereii^ 
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wherein they have been censured^ to be my advocate *# 
Your Queen and Country have your great quali-* 
fications in store for their glory and service, when- 
ever yqp are called to their assistance in the Field, 
the Cabinet, or the Senate. In the talents of each 
place, you have few equals in ability, even^ among 
^ose who are practised only in one of them, and 
much fewer in a disinterested integrity in exerting 
that abiUty-f*. Your generous conduct with relation 
to the fortunes as well as the lives of your enemies, 
Qver whpm you have had the right of conquest, has 
gained you the most eligible fame, that of justice 
and moderation. This generous conduct has made 
every man you ever c6mmanded love you as a com- 
rade> and every fellow-subject you have served (and 
you have served every fellow-subject) esteem you as 
a friend. The wojld, which is in arrear to yx)ur 
virtue, never speaks of you without wishing you 
honour in proportion to what' you- 'have done for 
your Country's glory; and wishing you wealth in 
proportion to what, you have refused, to augment 
that glory. 

. I am. Sir, with the greatest gratitude and respect. 
Your most obliged and most humble servant. 

Rich. St££i«£. 


* in the House of Cotamona, on the question for his expul* 
^ion> '' Mr. Steele chose to make his appearance near the bar 
•ef the House,; and I will not forget to mention one eircum* 
ytance in this spene th^t very' much sweetened his afflictioli^ 
which was, that he had the honoqr to dtand. between Mr. Stan-^ 
hope and Mr. Walpole^ whq had condescended to take upon 
them the parts of his advocates.** Apology, p. 234. 
« f One mi^ht suppose that Lord Moira had sitten for this 
picture. , 

«ff7. TO 
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267. TO MR. CONGREVE. 


SIR, [1714-] 

iVlY name^ as Publisher of the following M isceU 
lanies *, I am sensible, is but a slight recoramendsh- 
tion of them to the Publick ; but the Town's opi* 
nion of them will be raised, when it sees them ad- 
dressed to Mr. Congreve ^. If the Patron is but 
known to have a taste for what is presented to him, 
it gives an hopefiil idea of the work ; how much 
more, when he is an acknowledged master of the 
art he is desired to fevour ! Your ju§t success in 
the various parts of Poetry, will make your appro^ 

* This was prefixed to Steele's Collection of '* Poetkal Blis* 
cellanies/' 

f Mr. William Congreve was born in Staffordshire in 1672. 
His' father being a steward in the Burlingtbn family, he was 
bred in Ireland. Soon after the Revolution^ he was entered of 
the Middle Temple ; but, the Law proving too severe a study 
for his inclination, he early distinguished himself as a dramatic 
writer. His first comedy,- " The Old Bachelor," • came out in 
1693 ', and that munificent patron of wit, the Earl of Hali&x, 
soon after made him a Commissioner of the Hackney-coaches, 
gave him a place in the Pipe-office, and another in the Customs^ 
worth 6002. a-year. He continued wilting with success till 
1698^ when he seems to have quitted the stage in disgust. Under 
the ministry of the Eail of Oxford, he was continued in office^ 
though almost blind, through the fi*iendship of Dr. Swift ^ and 
Che latta: years of his life were spent in ease and retirement. He 
became at last quite blind ^ and, dying Jan. 19, 172S-9> was 
buried with great pomp in Westminster-abbey^^^ where an ele- 
gant monument was erected to his memory at the expence of 
Henrietta Duchess of Marlborough^ to /whom he bequeathed 
the greater part of his fortune, 

badon 
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bation of the following sheets a favour to many in- 
genious gentlemen, whose modesty w^ants the sanc- 
tion of such an authority. Men of your talents 
oblige the world, when they are studious to produce 
in others the similitude of their excellencies. Your 
great discerning in distinguishing the characters of 
mankind, which is manifested in your Comedies, 
renders your good opinion a just foundation for the 
esteem of other men. I know, indeed, no argu- 
ment against these Collections, in, comparison of 
any other Tonson has heretofore printed, but that 
there are in it no verses of yours. That gentle, 
free, and easy faculty, which also in Songs, and 
_ short Poems *, you possess above all others, distin- 
guishes itself wherever it appears. I cannot but in- 
stance your inimitable " Doris,** which excels, for 
politeness, fine raillery, and courtly satire, any 
thing we can meet with in any language. 

Give me leave to tell you, that when I consider 
your capacity this way, I cannot enough applaud 
the goodness of your mind, that has given so few 
examples of these severities, under the temptation 
of so great applause as the ill-natured world bestows 
on them, though addressed without any mixture of 
your delicacy. 

I cannot leave piy favourite ^^ Doris'* without 
taking notice how much that short performance 
discovers a true knowledge of life. " Doris" is the 
character of a libertine woman of condition, and the 
satri:^ is worked up accordingly ; for people of qua- 
lity are seldom touched with any representation of 

* Dr. Johnion was of a different opinion. '' The petty poems 
of CongreVe/* he says, '* are seldom worth the cost of criticism/* 

their 
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their vices but in a light which makes them ridi- 
culous. 

' As much as I esteem you for your excellent writ- 
ingSj by which you are an honour to our Nation^ I 
chuse rather, as one - that has passed many happy 
hours with you, to celebrate that easy condescen- 
sion of mind, and command of a pleasai^t imagina- 
tion, which give you the uncommon praise of a 
man of wit^ always to please^ and never to ofieucl. 
No one, after a joy fill evening, can reflect upon an 
expression of Mr. Congreve's that dwells upon him 
with paiaa. 

In a man capable of exerting himself any way, 
this (whatever the vain and ill-natured may think 
of the matter) is an excellence above the brightest 
^allies of imagination. 

The reflection upon this most equal, amiable, 
and correct behaviour, which can be observed only 
by your intimate acquaintance, has quite diverted 
me from acknowledging your several excellencies as 
a writer ; but to dwell particularly on those subjects 
would have no very good effect upon the following 
performances of myself and friends. Thus, I con- 
fess to you, your modesty is spared only by my 
vanity ;. and I hope you will give me leave to in- 
dulge it yet further, in telling all the world I am, 
with great truth. Sir, 
Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

RlCH« St££L£. 


«68. TO 


t 
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268. TO MRS. STEELE. 

I 

m 

BLOOMSBURY-SaUAllB^ 
0EAR PRUE^ JUNE 24^ 1714- 

L4ORD WHARTON, whom I met at the Houst, 
engaged me at the Kit-cat at three o'clock ; so that, 
had I come home, I should have had time but just 
to come back again. 

I will wait on you after six. 

Yours, most obediently, Rich. Steele, 


%69. TO MRS. STEELE, 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 8, 1714* 

After having settled with Tryon to pay Xi'^h' 
maker, I am attending other business, and wait 
Mr. Walpole's motions. 

I will be at home at seven o'clock. 
Ypurs, Rich. Steele. 


S70. TO. 
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270. TO MRS. STEELE. 

CHARIN6-CR0SS, 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 15, 1714- 

IVIR. WALPOLE going out of town to-morrow, 
I am obliged to dine where he does, to get an op- 
portunity of speaking to him. I am, dear Prue, 
Your most afiectionate, obedient husband. 

Rich. Steele, 


271. TO THE COUNTESS OP 
BURLINGTON*. 

MADAM, JULY 21, 1714- 

1 HUMBLY desire your Ladyship would forgive 
the presumption I am now guilty of ia presenting 
you with this book -|-. I do it from the high honour 
and veneration I have for your great merit and vir- 
tue. It cannot, I know, fiimish your Ladyship 
with new reflections ; and the Ladies of whom you 
are the happy mother have an example before them 

* Juliana^ daughter and sole heiress to Hemy Noel, second 
son cf Edward Viscount Campden. She was married to Charles 
lie second Earl of Burlington, who left her a widow in 1703-4 j 
and was mother to Richard the thud and last Earl of Burling- 
ton. 

t This letter was prefixed to the first volume of " The Ladies 
Library." 

' \ more 
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more prevalent to form them to every thing prai^^w 
worthy than any precepts they can find in the 
works of the best writers. But, as there is much 
curiosity in these papers, and great strength and 
force in the reasonings of them ; give me leave to 
oflfer this Collection for the use of female life, as a 
testimony of the respect ^hich I, with all who are 
honoured with the least acquaintance with you, 
must pay to your Ladyship, for the eminent exam- 
ple you have given the world in the important cha- 
racters of a Wife and a Mother *. 

To command with the mien of making a request, 
to oblige with the aspect of receiving favours, and 
to win affection without other design than making 
all people happy who converse with her, or depend 
upon her, are excellencies peculiar to my Lady 
Burlington. But, as there is a complaisance which, 
like sincel^e friendship, speaks our good opinion in 
our ordinary looks and actions, more than any lan- 
guage can do it, I here shall go no farther than just 
to declare myself, with great deference, among the 
admirers of your great goodness and virtue; and 
beg of your Ladyship to forgive my saying thus 

* *^ Just published, a Book (formerly so often mentioned in 
the Spectator) intituled. The Ladies Library ; written by a Lady ; 
published by Mr. Steele -, consisting of general Rules for Con^ 
duct in all Circumstances of the Life of Woman." Post-Boy, 

Nov. 9, im. 

" Whereas there has been a Book lately published, under the 
title of Tfie Ladies Library : This is to inform the publick, that it 
is an imposition on them, and a notorious injustice to the law* 
ful proprietors ; on which occasion. This day is published^ Mr, 
Steele detected ; or the Poor and oppressed Orphan*s Letters to 
the great Mr. Steele, &c." Ibid. Nor. 11. 

much. 
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much, for the forbearance of saying more, on 4 
subject of which I am so very fond, as that of ex* 
preissing myself, Madam, 

Your Ladyship's most devoted, 

most obedient, and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele, 


972. TO MRS. BOVEY *. 


MADAM, JULY «1, I7I4. 

XT is an undisputed privily writers are pos- 
sessed of, to produce examples to the precepts 

* On a splendid monument in Westminster-abbey, under that 
of Lord Viscount Howe, and next to Bp. Pearce, is a bust of 
this Lady, on a small medallion, placed between two large em- 
blematic figures, designed by Gibbs, and thus* inscribed : 

" To the memory of Mrs. Katharina Bovey,* whose person 
and understanding would have become the highest rank in fe- 
male life, ^nd whose vivacity would have recommended her in 
the best conversation ; but, by judgment, as well as inclination, 
she chose such a retirement as gave her great opportunities for 
reading and reflection, which she made use of to the wisest pur- 
poses of improvement in knowledge and religion. Upon other 
subjects, she ventured far out of the common way of thinking ; 
but in religious matters, she made the Holy Scriptures, in which 
she was ivell skilled, the rule and guide of her faith and sictions • 
esteeming it more safe to rely upon the plain Word of God, than 
to run into any freedoms of thought upon revealed truths. The 
great share of time allowed to the closet was not perceived in 
her cDconomy j for she had always a well-ordered and well-in- 
structed funily, from the happy influence as well of her temper 

' and 
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they would enforce from the living characters 
of their contemporaries. You cannot, therefore, 
expect for ever to be doing laudable things, and 
for ever to escape ipplause*. It is in vain, you 
find, that you have always concealed greater excel- 
lencies than others industriously present to view; 
for the world will know that your beauty, though 
in tlie highest degree of dignity and sweetness, is 

a^d con^ct, as of her uniform and exemplary Christian life. It 
pleased God to bless her with a considerable estate^ which^ with 
a liberal hand^ guided by wisdom and piety^ she employed to 
his gloiy, and the good of her neighbours. Her domestic ex« 
pences were managed with a decency and dignity suitable to her 
fortune $ but with a frugality that made her income abound to 
all proper objects of charity^ to the relief of the necessitous^ the 
encouragement of the industrious^ and the instruction of the 
ignorant. She distributed not only with chearfulness, but with 
joy ; which, upon some occasions of raising and refreshing the 
. spirit «f the afiiicted> she could not refrain from breaking forth 
into tearsj flowing from a heart thoroughly affected with com* 
passion and benevolence. Thus did many of her good works^ 
while she lived, go up as a memorial before God ; and some she 
left to follow her. 

" She died January 21, 1/26, in the 57th year of her age, at 
Flaxley, her seat in Gloucestershire ; and was buried there, where 
hei' name will be long remembered, and where several of her 
benefactions at that place, as well .as others^ are more particu- 
larly recorded." 

At the top of the monvunent are the &mily arms ; and at the 
bottom these lines : 

<' This monument was erected with the utmost respect t« 
her memory, and justice to her character, by her execu- 
trix, Mrs. Mary Popb, who lived with her near forty 
years in perfect friendship, and never once interrupted 
till her much lamented death.*' 
* This letter was prefixed to the second volume of/' The 
Ladies library.'* 

but 
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but a faint image of the spirit which inhabits^ the 
amiable form which Heaven has bestowed on yoti« 
It is observed, by all who know you, that, though 
you have an aspect and mien which draw the at- 
tention and expectation of all who converse with 
you, and a wit and good sense whiqh surmount the 
great conceptions your person raises in your behold- 
ers, those perfections are enjoyed by you like gifta 
of common acceptation ; that lovely and affable air 
expresses only^the humility of a great and generous 
heart ; and the most shining accomplishments, used 
by others to attract vulgar admiration, are service- 
able to you only as they adorn piety and charity. 

Though your person and fortune equally raise the 
admiration and ambition of our whole sex to move 
your attention to their importunities, your equal 
spirit entertains itself with ideas of a very different 
kind, and is solicitous to seerch for imperfections 
where it were the utmost injustice for any othei: to 
imaging any, and applauses only awaken you to an 
inquisition for errors . 

It is with this turn of mind that, instead of 
assemblies and conversations, books and solitude 
have been your choice, and you have gone on in the 
study of what you should be, rather than attended 
to the celebration of what you are. Thus, ^with 
the charms of the fairest of your own sex, and 
knowledge not inferior to the more learned of ours, 
a closet, a bower, or some beauteous scene of rural 
nature, has constantly robbed the world of a Lady's 
appearance, . who never was beheld but with glad- , 
ness to her visitants, nor ever admired but -with 

paia to herself. 

Rut 
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But a constant distribution of large charitie^^ a 
search for objects of new botinty, and a skilful 
choice of modest merit, or suffering virtue, touch 
the souls of those who partake your goodness too 
deeply to be borne without enquiring for, and cele- 
brating their benefactress. I should be loth to of* 
fend your tenderness in this particular ; but I know, 
when I say this, the fatherless and the widow, the 
n^lected/ man of merit, the wretch on the sick bed, 
in a word, the distressed under all forms, will from 
this hint learn to trace the kind hand which has so 
often, as from Heaven, conveyed to them what they 
have asked in the anguish of soul, when none could 
hear, but He who has blessed you with so ample a 
fc»tune, and given you a soul 'to employ it in his 
service. 

If much more than what is here intimated be not 
the plain truth, it is impossible to come at what is 
8O5 since one can find^none who speak of you, who 
are not in love with your person, or indebted to 
your fortune. I wish you, as the completion of 
human happiness, a long continuance of being what 
y<fi\x are ; and am, Madam, 
Your most obedient 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 
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.573. TO MRS. STEELE. 

MADAM, JULY21, 1714- 

If great obligations received are just motives for 
addresses of, this kind ♦, you have an unquestiona- 
ble pretension to my acknowledgments, who have 
condescended to give me your very self. I can 
make no return for so inestimable a favour, but in 
acknowledging the generosity of the giver. To 
have either wealth, wit, or beauty, is generally a 
temptation to a woman to put an unreasonable value 
upon herself ; but with all these^ in a degree which 
drew upon you the addresses of men of the amplest 
fortunes, you bestowed your person where you 
could have no expectations but from the gratitude 
of the receiver, though you knew he could exert 
that gratitude in no other returns but esteem and 
love. For which must I first thank you ? for what 
you have denied yourself, or for what you have be- 
stowed on me ? 

I owe to you, that for my sake you have over* 
looked the prospect of living in pomp and plenty, 
and I have not been circumspect enough to preserve 
you from care and sorrow; I will not dwell upon 
this particular ; you are so good a wife, that I know 
you think I rob you of more than I can give, when I 
say any thing in your favour to u^y own disadvan-^ 
tage. 

* This letter was prefixed to the third volume of " The lladies 
Library," 

Whoever 
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Whoever should see or hear you, would thihk 
it were worth leaving all the world for you ; while 
I, habitually possessed of that happiness, have been 
throwing away impotent endeavours for the rest of 
mankind, to the neglect of her for whom any other 
man, in his senses, would be apt to sacrifice every 
thing else*. 

I know not by what unreasonable prepossession 
it is, but methinks there must be something austere 
to give authority to wisdom ; and I cannot account 
for having only rallied many seasonable sentiments 
of yours, but that you are too beautiful to appear 
judicious. 

One miay grow fond, but not wise, from what i^ 
jaid by so lovely a counsellor. Hard fate, that you 
have been lessened by your perfections, and lost 
power by your charms t 

That ingenuous spirit in all your behaviour, that 
familiar grace in your words and actions, has for 
this seven years only inspired admiration and love j 

* The fQlIowing inscriptive epi^tle^ which h^ afterwards tit* 
gantly enlarged in the above adflurablje letter, seems to have 
been Steele's first thought for a dedication to his '' Lady s 
library.** \ ' 

"To Mrs. Mahy Steele^ 
The tender xnotha*^ 

The fond wife, ^ 

The pnident mistress. 
The frugal housekeeper, 
^ Tile chearfdi companion. 

The happy slave to 
Her powerful husband; 

Richard Steele. 
In the " Theatre," No XII. Steele laments the loss of his wife, as 
*« the best woman that ever man had}" and says, *' that she fre- 
quently lamented and pined at his neglect of himself/' 

but 
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but experience has taught me, the best counsel I 
ever hav? received has been pronounced by the fairest 
%nd softest lips ; and convinced me that I am in 
you blest wit^ a wise irien4> as well as a charming 
mistress. 

Your mind shall no longer sufier by your person } 
nor shall your eyes, for the futii^re^ dazzle me into 
a blindness towards your understanding ^. I rejoice 
in this public occasion to shew my esteem for you ; 
and mnist do you the justice to say^ that there cm 
be no virtue represented in all this Cdilection for 
the femde world, which I haye not known you 
exert, as &r as the opportunities of your fortune 
have given you leave. Forgive me, that my heart 
overflows with love and gratitude. for daily instances 
Qf your prudent oeconomy, the just disposition you 
make of your little afi&irsr, your chearfulness in dis- 
j^tdb of them, your prudent forbearance of any re* 
flectio0S that they n^ight have needed less vigikoiioe 
had you disposed of your towUme suitably } in short, 
jhr idl the arguments you eveiy day give Hie of a 
gMerOus and sineer^ a^feotion. 

It is impossible for nafe to look back on many 
evils and pains which I have sufl^ed since we qamie 
tc^ether, vnthout a pleasure which is not to be ex^ 
pressed, from the proofe I have had/ inthosd cir- 

* Dr. Swifts spesiking di his friend ^itAb, ih Ids Journal 
to SuSk&t teysy '' We have scurvy Tatlers of late : so pray 
do not suspect me. I ttave one or two hints I design to send 
him^ and never any more : he does not deserve it He is go- 
verned by his wife most abominably^ as bad as •— — •. I never 
saw her since I came 5 noi^ has he ever made me an invitation $ 
either he dares not^ or is such a thoughtless Tisdal feUow/that 
he never minds it." Swift, JoukSmI t» Stella^ Nor. 3, 1710. 

A A cumstances^ 


# 
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cumstances^ of your unweariecl goodness. How often 
has your tenderness removed pain from my sick 
head ! h6w often anguish from my afflicted heart ! 
With how skilful patience have I known you com- 
ply with the vain projects which, pain has suggested, 
to have an aching limb removed by journeying from 
one side of a room to another! how often, the 
next instant, travelled the same ground again, with- 
out telling your patient it was to no purpose to 
change his situation ! If there are such beings as 
Guardian Angels, thus are they employed* I will 
no more believe one of them more good in its in- 
dinations, than I can conceive it more charming in 
its form, than my Wife. 

But I offend; and forget that what I say to you 
is to appear in public. You are so great a lover of 
home, that I know it will be irksome to you to go 
into the world even in an applause. I will end this 
without so much as mentioning your little flock, or 
your own amiable figure at the head of it. That I 
* think them preferable to all other children, I know, 
is the effect of passion and instinct. That I believe 
yon the best of Wivds, I know, proceeds from expe- 
rience and reason. 

I am. Madam, 
Your most obliged husband, 

mid most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steeleu 
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S74. TO MRS. STEELE. , 

ST. James's coff£E-hous£^ 

DEAR PRUE^ JULY Jl^ 1714« 

'JL HE news is come hither that the Queen is 
dead ^. I am^ 

Dear Prue, 
Your most affectionate^ 

and most obedient husband^ 

Rich. Steele. 


S75. TO MRS. STEELE. 

THATCHED^HOUSE^ ST. JAMES'S-STREET^ 
DEAR PRUE^ AUG. 4^ I7I4. 

J. HAVE been loaded with compliments from iht 
Brents, and assured of something immediately^ 
but have not heard what answer Philips brings from 
Scott. I desire you to send me a guinea. I shall 
have cash in the morning. I wait here to speak 
with Cadogan^ with whom I would explain the 
posture of my.affitirs more earnestly. 

Fa^khfuUy yours^ Rich. StEEts^ 

■ 

* This was a little prematisre; but the (Queen actittiQf diei 
Beiit mornings a little sfter scTen o'clock^ Augost 1, 171^ IR 
the tothyetrofhersgc^t sodthelSthycar of jberrdgou 

AA 8 976. TO 
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«76. TO MRS. STEELE. 

I WAS <mgtd to b6ifow of Mn MinsIMH 
money to pay Scott 50/. 

He obliged me to dine with faim^ scftef which I 
must go to Mr. Moore ^^ and after that to, Mr. 
Ashurst, and after Ami to the delight of my eyes^ 
your dear self. Rich. SteeLe. 


277. TO MRS. STEELE. 

ft 

DEAE TKVE, AUO. 8, I7I4. 

J. \ »• 
SEND WUmot ; but sUy ftt St. Jsam'e, be- 
Caiue they talk of great news^ which I will bris^ 
Vbu; an^am/ 
Your most obedient husband^ 

Rich. Ste^& 




^ Mr. Minshiffl, iir. koorc, fttr. liochiACTe, flp. kiacdy, 
and Addison^ were iill iM fe have fceeii cdncerd^^^ §tt^ 
ia.fta!JOdDipoMbii« revisal* dud cofnM^ ti^ '^ lli^ trisis/* 
wluch Wis published in Steeled name, Jan. \9, 1713-H. See 
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278. TO ms. sliffiufi; 

i)EAR PRUE, ST. JAMES's^ Al/Oi 15, 1714. 

X HAVE been with Cadogan*, who gives me 
great hojies of success in the patent for faithings ^* — 
Baron Bothmar dines with hiin, and he wiU hav^ 
me be there. 

If I do not deserve good*-foirtune, I hope being 
joined to you and yours will be, in the sight of 
Heaven, a motive for blessing me, who, with God's 
grace, shall grow better. 

Your obedient husband. Rich. Steele. 


279. TO MRS. STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, ST. JAMES's, AUG. 2$, I7I4. 

1 HAVE ordered WiU^ic^ tp cany h^^^ tlj^e 
things you speak of in G>vent^gaiden. I didUi be 
with the Brodericks ;{: and others till after eleven 
p'clpck this night, for which 1 hope you will par- 
4m me ; but I will Aot drink. 

Willmot will tdl you aJb<iut the house in itbif 
street. 

Your obedient husband, Rich. Steele. 

* The famous General^ afterwards Earl Cadogan 3 of whom 

gee before^ p. 804. 

t Thig sejenis to have heen an abortive project 

X T^maa Broderick. esq. was elected at tbe same time with 

Steele a representative for Stoclj^bridge. See p. 29^2. 

' * ' ^ *- - 280. TO 
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s8o. TO MBS. STEELE, 

PEARPRiTE, SEPT. 8, I7I4. 

X SHALL dine at Cleland's '^^ in order to see 
l^dy Marlborough 'f- as soon »» she is at leisure 
ifter dinner. I have spoken to two or three of the 
Justices ; and I think all will do well |. 
Your most obedient husband^ 

Rich. Steele. 


281. FROM MR. ROYSTON MEREDITH^. 

SIR3 OCT. 21, 1714. 

IF I mistake not, you are the gentleman who, of 
late, has been so great a stickler for the liberty, 

* The friend and correspondent of Pope ; and supposed to 
be the Will Honeycomb of " The Spectator.'* His son, an ec- 
, centric cfaaoacter^ is well known by several licentious publica* 
tions^. and by his visionary writings on Celtic etymologies. 

t On the subject possibly of the History of her Lord. In the 
sixth nwubei* of '' The Reader," May 3, 1714, Steele gives an 
account of his design to write the history of the Duke of Marl* 
borough, from the date of his commission of Captun-general 
and Henipotentiary, to the expiration of those eommissiona. 
The materials were then in his custody -, but the work, which 
afterwards devolved to Glover and Mallet, to whom the Duchess 
gave by her will lOOOZ. for that purpose, is still imexecuted. 

X In October 1714, Steele was appointed supervisor of the 
Theatre-royal, at the salary of 700/. in the room of William 
Collier, Esq. M. P. for Truro. Weekly Packet, Oct. 16. 

§ This and. the three following letters were originally pub* 
Jlshed in 1714, in a pamphlet, intituled, " Mr. Steele detected : 

or. 
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rights^ and properties . of the subject ; but it seems 
can (for a little dirty money, which you spend as 
vainly as you get * idly), invade those of your fel- 
lowrsubjects, and that knowingly, wiUtdly, and 
premeditatedly ; I scud knowingly , in that you have 
not received so little copy-money *f- as to be igno — 
rant of the right and property every Bookseller hath 
Jlo his q(^ies ; which you well know to b^ the same 
with that a gentleman has to his estate. I say wU- 
'fulljf and premeditatedly, because, after such know- 
ledge, you still persist in your unjust practices. 
And, to y3t aggmvat^ and enhance your guilt, you 
have (as it were) ploughed the lands of . two poor — 
orphans, who have very little else to subsist on ; a 
sin which will cry aloud for vengeance. These 
lines, how mean soever they be, are my own ; 
which is more than you can, or dare (if you have 
any honesty or modesty left) say of ** The Ladies 
Library ;" wherein you have so greatly injured Roy- 
ston Meredith, servant to;}: ..... in ; . • . . - 
Where I expect and demand a speedy and satisiac- 
tory answer. $ir, before you had collected so many 

ois the poor and oppressed Orphan's Letters to the great and 
arbitrary Mr. Steele j complaining of the great Injustice done 
to the Publick'in general, and to himself in particular^ by the 
Ladies Libi^ryy published by Mr. Steele ; together with Mr. 
Steele's Answers, and some just Reflections on them.*'*— 9ut the 
integrity of Steele, whatever other fiulings he may have had^ will 
overbalance the harsh obloquy of an expperated adversary. 

* By other men's labour. R. M. 

t And that for others writings too. R. M. 

X These letters are exactly the same with those sent to Mr. 
Steele, except leaving out my master's name and place of abodcj 
which, for some reasons, is thought proper to be omitted. R.M. 

and 
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and whok leetioqs eut of Bishop Ti^Ibr^i '^ Haly' 
I^iving and Dying,** (which^ be pleased to tiJ^ no* 
4ice, is my coipy)^ you would have fCted wry pru* 
dently aeriously to haare perused that of ^^ Restitu* 
tion^,^ where you might have read these words: 
^^ Better it is to go begging to Heaven, than to go 
to Hell laden with the ^poijs ef rstpine and injustiee.*' 
To oonciude : till, by »me means or other, you 
make compensation for the damage whidi I ba^ 
and shall sustain horn that book, I must and wil) 
write myself, the highly injured 


»82. TO MR. MER5DITII. 

SIR, OCT. W, 1714. 

JL WILL enquire into what you write about, and 
write again about the subject of your^ to. 
Sir, 

Your ^liiost humble servant. 

Rich. Stbeus. 


4' 
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283. FROM MR. MEREDITH, 

SIR, OCT, 25, 1714. 

X HESE come to claim your promise of an answer 
to my former, which with great impatience has 
been expected ; but not having yet received any, 
gives me just reason to conclude that you have been 
consulting with the great Mr. Tonson *, from whpm 
(when I demanded satis&ction) this answer was 
given me. : ^^ How that he paid copyntnoney, an4 
that I must apply myself to the author for redress.^ 
My reply to him was, ^^ Thajt the L^w should tbeqt 
^ide it** To which Mr. Xpi^spn bad t^ie assur- 
s^nce tp say, ^^ It was better to be doing than talki- 
ing ;** which words I conceive tp imply an open de- 
^aAce to me, notwithstanding lu^ cannot be igiKv 
nnt how tl^at the Common Law, the High Court 
x>f Chancery, and even a late Act of ]P!arliament| 
^^ for securing the Bight and Proper^ ^f Book*- 
seller^ to their Copies/' will all plead in my behallL 
Bvt perhaps Mn Tonson may ],magine, ths^t ^ poor 
ol^han, ^nd one whom he m^y (falsely) t\^ipk 
4f^t^t^ of friends^ will never be 9b)e tp cope witii 
^ pot^t an adve^^ry as himself; but be pl^sa4> 
Sir, to inform him, that it is qiy resolution (witbr 
out ample satis&ction given me) to (maintain my 
right, and have recourse to the Law for justice. To 
these an immediate answer is expected ; otherwise 
the publick shall be apprised of the great injustice 

* Mr. Steelie*8 bookseller in ordinary, R. M. 

done 
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done to them in general, and in particular to the 
poor and oppressed orphan,, 

RoYSTON Meredith. 


284. TO MR. MEREDITH. 

ST. JAMES'S-STREET, 

SIR, OCT. 26, I7i4» 

1 HAVE a second letter from you. The style of 
the first was very harsh to one whom you are hot at 
all acquainted with ; but there were suggestions in 
it which might ^ve excuse for being out of humour 
at one whom you might perhaps think was the occa- 
sion of damage to you. You mentioned also anOr- 
phan> which word was a defence against any warm ' 
reply ; but, since you are pleased to go on in an in- 
temperate way of talk, I shall give myself no more 
trouble to enquire about what you complain, but 
rest satisfied in doing all the good offices I can to 
the Reverend Author's Grandchild, now in town. 
Thus, leaving you to contend about your title to hiis 
writings, and wishing you success if you have 
justice on your side, I beg 5^ou will give me ho 
more ill language, and you will oblige. 
Sir, 

Your humble servant. 

Rich. Steele.- 
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285, TO WILLIAM HONEYCOMB, ESq! ♦ 

X HE seven former volumes of the Spectator hav- 
ing been dedicated to some of the most celebrated 
persons of the age, I take leave to inscribe tins 
eighth and last to you^ as to a gentleman who h^th 
ever been ambitious of appearing in the best com^ 
pany '^. 

You are now wholly retired from the busy part 
of mankind, and at leisure to reflect upon your past 
atchievemerits ; for which reason I look upon you 
as a person ve.'\ well qualified for. a dedication. 

I may possibly disappoint my readers, and your- 
6clf too, if J do not endeavour, on this occasion, to 
make the world acquainted with your virtues. And 
here, Sir, I shall not compliment you upon your 
birth, person, or fortune ; nor any other the like 
perfections, which you possess whether you will or 
no : but shall only touch upon those which are of 
your own acquiring, and in which every one must 
allow you have a real merit. 

Your janty air and easy motion, the volubility of 
your discourse, the suddenness of your laugh, the 
•management of your snufF-box, with the whiteness 
of your hands and teeth (which have justly gained 
you the envy of the most polite part of the male 
world, and the love of the greatest beauties in the 

* Generally supposed to be Colonel Cleland. See p. 358. 

t This dedication^ prefixed to the Eighth volume of '* The 
Spectator^** is suspected to have been written by Eustace Bud- 
0el)^ who might have better dedicated it to Will Wimble. 

/female), 
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female), are entirely to be ascribed to your own 
personal genius and application. 

You are formed for these accomplishments by a 
happy turn of nature, and have finished your^dif 
in them by the utmost improvements of art. A 
maix that is defective in either of these qualifications 
(whatever may be the secret anibition of his heart) 
must never hope to make the figure you have done, 
among the fashionable part of his species. It is 
therefore no wonder we see such multitudes of 
wpiri^g young men fell short of you in ali th^ 
beaiities pf your character, notwithstanding the study 
tod practice of them is the whole business of their 
lives. But I need not tell you that the free and 
disengaged behaviour of a fine gentleman makes as 
many aukward Beaux, as the ea»ness of your Fa^ 
vourite hath made insipid Poets. 

' At present you are content to aim all your charms 
at your own spouse, without farther thought of 
mischief to any others of the sex. I know you had 
form€frly a very great contempt for that pedantic 
race of mprtals who call themselves Philosophers ; 
and yet, to your honour be it spoken, there is not 
a Sage of them all could have better acted up to 
their precepts in one of the most important paints 
of life : I mean, in that generous disregard of popu- 
lar opinion which you shewed some years ago, 
when you chose for your wife an obscure young 
woman, who doth not indeed pretend to an antient 
family, but has certainly as many forefathers as any 
lady in the land, if she could but reckon up their 

names. i 

I must 
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I must own, I conceived very extraordinary hopes 
of you from the moment that you confessed your 
age, and from eight-and-forty (where you had stuck 
so many years) very ingeniously stepped into your 
grand cUmacterick. Your deportment has sinc^ 
been very veneratble and becoming. If I am rightly 
informed, yoii make a regular appearance every 
quarter-sessions among your brothers of the quorum ; 
and, if ihings go oh as they do, stand fair for being 
a colonel of the militia. I am told that your time 
passes away as agreeably in the amujfemerits of a 
country life, . as it ev6r did in the gallantries of the 
town ; and that yoii now take as itiuch pleasure in 
tTie planting of young trees, as you did formerly in 
the cutting down of your old ones. In short, we 
hear frorii all hands that you are thoroughly reton- 
eiled to yoiif dixty acres, and hate not too much 
wit to look into your own estate. 

After having spoken thus much of my I^atron, t 
must take the privilege of an Author in saying 
something of myself. I shall therefore beg leave to 
add, that I have purposely omitted setting those 
marks to the end of every paper, which appeared in 
my formed volumes, that you toay ha\te an oppor- 
tunity of shewing Mrs. Honeycomb the shrewdness 
of your conjectunes, by ascribing every speculation 
to its pfroper author : though you know how oftan 
matif^ ptdlb^tM Criiicks in styte SHOi sintttMnts 
haire ifety judickm^Iy erred m ll^ pdiiiiciA^, hOttit 
Hw^ Were let iido flie secret; I ttfe. Sir, 

Your most faithful, humble servant. 

Tub SfnctAtoti. 

sse. TO 
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2S6. TO MRS. STEELE. 

\ « 

BOROUGHBRIDGE^ 
DEAR DEAREST PRUE, JAN. 27, 17 14-1 5* 

1 HOPE this will find you well, as I am at this 
present writing. I send Willmot to know how you 
do only, and to bring the book concerning the Law 
of Elections ; or, what is better, let him bring the 
green covers with him* If you have a letter With a 
note of Warner's, send it hither, and I will have it 
of his neighbour Mr. Jessop *. 

I write now among dancing, singing, hooping, 
hallooing, and drinking. I think I shall succeed. 
My dear, I love you to death. 

If the bill is not come, and you have a guinea, or 
two, send them ; for I would riot borrow till my 
bill comes, which will certainly be next arrival of 
the post to York. Rich. Steele. 


«8r. TO MRS. STEELE f • 

BOROUGRBRIDGE, 12 AT NIGHT, 
DEAR PRUE, JAN. 28, 1714:1$. 

J. OBEY your dir^tious exactly, and avoid drink* 
ing, and every thing else that might give you any 
trouble. The precept for electing members foi' this 

* See p. 368. » 

t "T-At Mr. HaRuoa*s, over against tb^ Black Man, ia 
Cone^r-street, York;", 

place 
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place came hither to-day, and the election is to be 
on Wednesday. It looks with a good fece on my 
side. I take the opportunity of writing by the gen- 
tleman who keeps the Black Man, He has very 
much pleased me with an accomit that you had a 
river Jat the end of your garden. There will be 
thei^, I doubt not, a thousand prayers offered up, 
to grant me discretion, and the ease of this, world. 
You and yours, I fear, will make me covetous ; I 
am sure ypu have made me value wealth much 
more than I ever thought I should : but indeed I 
have a reason which makes it worth the pursuit : it 
will make me more agreeable to you ^. 
I am indeed, Prue, intirely yours. 

Rich. Steele. 
I hope Nantiy does not misbehave^ so as to disturb 
your tranquillity. 

If the post should this night not bring me money, 
I find I can have money in the country^ and draw 
a bill on Mr. Castlemfin at London. 

* See Letter 2$4, and note^ adjbiem. 
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288. TO MRS. STEELE. 

BOROUGHBIIIDGE5 

DBAR PRUE^ FEB. 1^ 1 7 14*1 5. 

1 AM astonished Warner has not sent nle a bill 

before no\t. Mr. Jessof) * is at the neighbouring 

borough, where he is to be chosen this morning. 
I will take twenty pounds of him, and dend yod 

money by an express, which I will send to yon to^ 

morrow with advice of our success here. 

The election is fo be between eight and deven in 

the morning. I am. 

Dear Pfue, ever thine. Rich. Steele. 


289. TO MRS/ STEELE f. 

BOROUGHBRIDGE, 
DEAR PRUE, FEB. 4, I7I4-I5. 

J. HIS is to acquaint you that I will be with you 
ou Saturday, and then settle your journey home ; 
which I propose shall be in the coach this day 
se'nnight. 

I have got money; and you shall hear of me 
again to-morrow morning. 

* William Jessop^ esq. elected in th]» and several succeeding 
Parliaments for Aldborougb in Yorkshire. 

t " At Mr. Hairison*s^ at York> Coney*6treet.'* 
. Mr. 
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Mr. Jessop has been very zealous in my election; 
and stood by with his skill and knowledge on the 
spot. 
. Yours ever> Rich. SizEMx: 


■I ■■■■■' I 1 .1. 


290. TO MR. WALPOLE *. 

SIR, [1715-] 

Whoever reads the following ^^ Apolbgy** will 
Easily allow me^ that I am much tess concerned for 

* RjGbert'WjjJpole, esq; born Avigust ii6, 167^ was diosed 
member for King's-Iynn in 1700 ; and contio^ed to refHreaent 
{hat Corporation till created an' Earl 5 excepting the interval of 
One Session; when he was expelled the House (Dec. 30, 1711), 
ind sent to' the Tower. He was appointed of the Council to 
Priitce George, Lord High Admiral, in Jmie 1705'; Secretaiy 
at War, Feb. 1^- 1707-B ; Treasurer of the Navy, Jan. 13, 
1709-10. On Dr, Sacheverell's iinpeachnibiit, Mr. Walpole was 
6ne of the Managers. He was removed from his .employments 
in August 1710 i and was not in any office during the rest of 
the |Queen*s reign. He was appointed Paymaster of the Forces 
&pt. 24, 1714 j and sworn of the Privy Council Oct. 1 3 Con- 
stituted Fii-st Lord Commissibner of the Treasury and'Chanoellor 
bf t£e Exchequer Oct 10, 1715 : aiid the same year was electekl 
Chairman of '' the Committee of Secrecy." He resigned his 
high places April 10, I717 5 but was appointed Paymaster of 
the Forces June 4i 1720 -, and resinned his offices in the IVea* 
sury April 4, 1721. He was one of the Lords Justices and sple 
Secretary of State in 1723, diuing the absence of the Lords 
Townsend and Carteret, who went with the KuQig to Hanover. 
He was elected a Knight of the Bath in 1725, and was again* 
one of the Lords Justice^ 3 was elected a Knight of the Garter 
in 1726, and installed June 16. He was a third tima one of the 

Bb / Jiords 


}7^ S"t RICHARD STEELE'S 

the fame of- a writer than that of an honest mair. 
I have declared the assistances I had in composing 
the writings which are here defended * ; for the up- 
right purpose, the innocent intention of them, is 
all which I am anxious to assert. In^defence of 
truth, I incurred popular hatred and contempt, with 
the prospect of suffering the want even of the ordi- 
nary conveniences of life. The probability of being 
undone I could not but form to myself when I took 
upon me what I did ; but a weight heavier than all 
this fell upon me, to wit, a resolution of the Repre- 
sentatives of my Country to my dishonour. This 
indeed was . a blow unexpected ; nor could it enter 
into my imagination, that the insolence of any Mi- 
nister, could run so high, as to demand of the House 
of Coinmons to punish one of its Members for being 
unacceptable to him. The perusal of this pamphlet 
will convince the reader, there was not so much as 
the appearance of any other motive for my expul- 

Lords Justices in 17^. On the accession of king George 11. be 
was continued in all his high posts ; was chosen a Governor of the 
Charter-house^ and attended at the Coronation as a Privy Coun- 
sellor and Knight of the Garter. In the first Session of the Par- 
liament which met Dec. 4, 1741> finding a strong party against 
him in the Nation as well as in the Parliament, he resigned all 
his places ^ and was created, Feb. 9, 1741-^, Baron Houghton^ 
ViscQimt Walpole, and Earl of Orford. He afterwards, the in- 
quiry into his conduct being dropt, or rather suspended, lived 
a very retired life, enjoying rest from his labours, the sweets of 
private friendship, and the esteem and love of his Sovereign ; 
But was much fi^cted with the stone, which at length put a^ 
period to his life, March 18, 1745-6, in his 72d year. 

* Prefixed to Steele's '* Apology for himself and his Writ- 
ings, 1715;* 

sion. 
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sion. The day pf d^ate was indeed a very me- 
morable one^ and the persons concerned in it hugely 
worth suspending the councils of a Nation. It 
wds remarkable however, that such was the force of 
truth, that the Member accused had ncft an harsh 
personal expression used against him ; and the Mi- 
nister, in the midst of all his power, who brought 
on the accusation, was treated in the manner which 
all mankind knows he deserves. As for my part, I 
evjer thought meanly of the capacity, though not, 
till lately, of the good-nature of that Demagogue, 
and saw very ^ well his audaciousness would one day 
suffer by his ignorance. It was visible, whatever 
became of his Country, which I believe had little - 
share in his Lordship's cares, he would, with the 
wand in his hand, raise powers which he would want 
skill to command, and which consequently would 
tear himself in pieces. 

But, without dwelling upon the contemplation of 
mischiefs wrought by a cunning wicked creature, 
placed in a station proper only for a wise and virtu- 
ous man, I am now to give you my thanks for your 
generous defence of me in this great adversity. 
Your behaviour was indeed equally noble during^ 
the whole French Administration ; and your elo- 
quence was of public service to your Country, when 
the Prerogative was strained to the utmost, not to 
exalt our own Sovereign, hut to compliment France 
with the greatness and interest of her and her peo- 
ple. The intervention of Providence has given us a 
stand against the imminent destruction which such 
iniquity and folly had placed-before our eyes, and 

B 3 3 . mea 
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men in great employments caR now be satfe withoot 
de^nding upon France. 

I have mentioned Dunkirk till I am sick ; and 
there are not words to represent the infamous be- 
haviour iflf a Ministry, to cover so great and per- 
nicious an imposture upon their Country, as the 
improvement of that Port under the pretence of the 
demolition of it. 

You have the honour and happiness to have emi- 
nently opposed all the incursions which these guilty 
men made upon the greatness of the Crown, and 
the welfare of the subject, by prostituting them 
both to their own selfish designs, and destroying, 
as fiir as in them lay, the good name . of all men of 
virtue and service. 

They have indeed reaped this good, tlvat there 
can be nothing said of themselves, the worst ser- 
vants that ever Sovereign employed, but what they 
had caused to be laid to the charge of those wlia 
were their predecessors ; persons whose abilities 
had raised their Country to such a grande«y, that 
nothing but the unnatural industry of her own Mi- 
nisters' could lower, to the heljJess condilJion to^ 
which they had reduced it. 

These evils could not have been support'Cd, had 
not the Demagogues, by the abuse of power, deafened 
many in the Legislature against attention to the 
true interest of themselves and their Country ; ^iiile 
an inconsiderable creature, wlio had the good-will 
•of no man, could manage aversions skilfully enough, 
to be suffered to destroy all, for fear of an alteration 
ofafliirs that might be grateful to an opiv>site 
party. 

Were 


Were the following instwee of the hmh and 
odious disposition in gentlemen to sit detamnned 
before hearing, the €onc«*n only oi nae aod mine^ 
it would not be worth troubling the world with so. 
many words on the occasion. But neither what I 
now write, nor whj9it you much better spoke, is a 
case of . so little conseqiii^ce ; and when you under* 
.took it, you knew you, were pleading for the righ^ 
and liberties of the Gc^mons of England ; and I, 
will take upon me ta say, that there never was a 
greater insult on the Constitution than this, excepit 
one jntictised by the same person, without the least 
d^erence to the order of things, the common sense 
of mankind, the honour of the Crown, or the pro* 
perty of the subject. 

It needs njot be said what this greater impudence 
was, nor who had so little grace as to be guilty of 
it: it was he who was bom in our days for the 
chastisement and dishonour of them, a tool whose 
insignificancy makes sorrow, occasi<Hied by him, 
the subject of laughter, takes all dignity from dis*- 
tress, and renders calamity ridiculous. 

As to my own. part under the &ntastical tyranny 
of the Demagogue's aditiinistration, could what you 
said in the House be communicated to the publick, 
I should have no need of this defence. But since I 
have not here the asi^istance of your eloquence, I 
beg the advantage of your name and character : for 
I know it will be an argument witli every honest 
man that my cause was good, that you so zealously 
espoused it; for that admirable talent of -speaking, 
of which jrou are master, has never been prostituted 
to serve dishonest' purposes ; and you have too e^n* 

' did 


374 «Ilt RTCHARD STEELE'i 

did a spirit, not to esteem it a praise, rather than 
disparagement of your eloquence, that the cause for 
ivhich you have at any time pleaded needed no art 
but from the iniquity of its opposers. 

The happy ability of explaining the most difficult 
parts of business to men wholly unacquainted with 
negotiation, has been as useful to the publick as 
honourable to yourself. As you have detected the 
artful, so you have helped the ignorant of your veiy 
adversaries, according to their intention to abuse or 
serve their country. 

It has been said, that the greatest art is to hide 
art ; but you have a much better instrument towards 
persuasion, the having nothing to conceal; for 
truth is as certainly the greatest eloquence, as ho- 
nesty is the best policy. Let those who speak or 
act against their conscience, obtain their little pur- 
poses and applauses ; be it ever your commendation, 
to despise artifice, and practise uprightness. A 
long course of suffering for your zeal in an honest 
cause, has gained you the- character of an open 
honest English gentleman, with a capacity which 
takes off the imputation of weakness from simplicity 
of manners, and adds the dignity of knowledge to 
the beauty of innocence. 

As I never entered into political debates with am- 
— bitious views, but have brought my desires within 
the necessaries and decent conveniences of life, I 
am the more jealously tenacious of tlie little I ex- 
pect 6f the world ; which is, only to accept of my 
service to the best of my ability, without loadinjg 
me with unjust reproach. In this reasonable ex- 
pectation Mr. Walpole generously lent me his pro- 

. tection ; 
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taction; and though he could not persuade my 
judges to do me justice, he cohvihced dient I de- 
served a different sentence from what they pro- 
nounced* But, alas! they had learned, by long 
practice, to do shameful things without being 
ashamed ; and though your arguments could com- 
mand their assent, it could not make them utter it 
ixjL my &vour. You sent them away, I thank you, 
with the same thoughts of themselves which you 
had of them; md whateva* force and oppression 
determined, in the eye of reason and conscience the 
judges were convict, and the accused man found 
innocent. 

I humbly thank you for yoifr eminent part in 
this afl&ir, and congratulate you on receiving the 
&VQur of your Prince ♦, for your service to your 
Country, 

As doing good to ti;ie publick is the motive of 

conferring favours, it is, with such as you, the rule 

in enjoying them. I wish you the possession of all 

your frank heart desires ; and am, with great respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obliged, most obedient, 
and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* Mr. Walpole v^zs at that time Paymaster of the Forces^ and 
a Privy Couiuellor. See p. 369. 
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291. ADDRESS TO THE KING t • 

' WWTTEN BY STEELE. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 

The humbte. Address of the Right Honourable thci 
£^rl of Qaire^ Lojrd Lieutenant^ and the Dep^tjr 
. 'Lieutenants of the County of Middlei^x, andf 
; City and Libeitjr of Westminster 

]We your Majesty's iaott dutifoL and loyai subti 
jects^ the Lord Lieutenant and Deputy Lieatenwit8i 
Qf the county ;pf Middlese^^ and city and liberty of 
Westminster^^, heg le^vei upon our first public 
qi^eeting^ to poagratulate . your Majesfy upon your 
safe, and peaceable accession to your undoubted 
right. We receive the invaliiabfe blessing with alj 
the proper sentiments of undissembled joy, affec- 
tion, 'and zeal, 

* '^ April 7, 1715, the Deputy Lieutenants for thq cpun^ of 
Middlesex, and city and liberty of Westminster, gav^ a most 
magnificent and splendid entertainment to the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Clare, their Lord Lie\itenant, the Lord Vis- 
count Tgwnshend> General Stanhope, the Earl of Lincoln, and 
several other persons of distinction. At this meeting the Lotd 
Lieutenant and Deputy lieutenants agreed upon an address 
drawn up by Richard Steele, Esquire, one of their body j which, 
the next day, -the Earl of Clare, at the head of his Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, being introduced by the Lord Viscount Townshend> 
presented to his Majesty. His Majesty, as a ma^k of his special 
favoiur, was pleased, on this occasion, to bestow the honom* of 
Icnigjithood on three of the. Deputy Lieutenants, viz. Robert 
Thornhill, Richard Steele, and George Cooke, Es^juires." Po- 
litical State, vol. IX. p. 273. ^ 

Our 
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Our joy is the joy of men ivfeose past fears 
heighten their present satisfaction : fears which have 
fio other proof that they were imaginary, but that 
Providence hath been much more merciftil to i^ 
than we could in reason expect. 

The liberty and happiness of mankind was the 
glorious cause, and the glorious end, of that Revo- 
lution which transmitted to us our present security : 
a transaction which, since youi* Majie^ty's accession 
to the Grown, shines with redoubled lustre, and 
bears upon it such characters of glory as they, who 
h^ve not hitherto been able oi* willing to see, can- 
not escape enjoying in its influences upon the pub- 
lic welfare. 

This happiness appears confirmed to us, wheipf we 
behpld a British Parliament once more anxious for 
tne British honour, equally disposed to enquire 
into the behaviour of those who diminished it, and 
tb rescue the injured reputation of the illustrious 
itten by whose counsels and actions* it was once 
raised to the highest pitch of greatness. 

From these concurring circumstances we assure 
purselves, that the time is nov^ come, wherein iur 
tegrityand uprightness ^haU no longer be distin^ 
guished from true policy; wherein cunning sh^tll 
no longer pass for wisdom^ nor decaitfulness for 
prudence ; but the measures of a wise, just, hene^ 
ficent, and steady Administration, shall establish 
the prosperity of these Realms, by a strict alliance 
with those Powers, the abandoning of whom has so 
manifestly appeared fatal to them and ourselves. 

On this occasion permit us further to congratu- 
late your Majesty, in that we cannot but daily ob-. 

serve 
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serve numbers of your Majesty's subjects act accord- 
ing to their real sentiments ; and to extricate them- 
selves from the ill impressions under which they were 
misled by artful men, to make choice of such as 
favoured designs destructive of the liberties of that 
very Constitution which they were elected to pre- 
serve and defend* 

- As for us, whom your Majesty has entrusted with 
the Militia of this County, we solemnly promise^ 
that we will faithfully execute the trust reposed in 
us J that we will be so far from encouraging or con- 
Aiving at any of those riots and disorders which 
your Majesty has justly complained of, as the re- 
proach of some late years, that no endeavours ou 
our part shall be wanting, to prevent and suppress 
the least tendency to any commotion* 

We flatter ourselves that our latest posterity shall 
enjoy those blessings we jiow do in your Majesty's 
reign, from the eminent virtues of the Prince oi 
Wales, and the. pleasing prospect of his numerous 
issue : which that they may do, are the sincere 
prayers of your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects/ 

[To which his Majesty was pleased to return the 
following most gracious answer :] 

" I thank you for your very loyal and dutiful ad- 
dress.** 
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392. TO THE EARL OF CLARE ♦. 

MY LORD, [I7I5J 

.1 HE following papers \^ere written to confront 
daring and wicked nien in the prosecution of pur* 
poses destructive to their Country-f-. The honest 
intention of them was what first recommended 
me to your Lordship's friendship; and I hope 
you will forgive me that I cannot conceal a circum^ 
stance so advantageous to the fame of them as that 
of your Lordship's approbation. 

The painful struggle under so great a difficulty 
as explaining with a Ministry in open contradiction 
to their proceedings, is what can be supported by 

* Thomas Lord Pelham, the adopted heir to his uncle John 
Duke of Newcastle^ was l^pm Aug. 1, 1693; became Baron 
Pelham, Feb. 23, 1711-12; w^ created Earl of Clare, and Vis- 
count Houghton, Oct 26, 1714 ; jnade Gustos Rotulormn of 
the coimty of Middlesex, Nov. 10, and of Westminster^ Dec. 
28, 17145 and the same year Steward of Sherwood Forest; cre- 
ated Marquis and Duke of Newcastle upon Tyne, Aug. 2, 1715 ; 
elected a Knight of the Garter, July 22, 1718. On resigning 
the post of Lord Chamberlain, April 2, 1724, he was appointed 
Secretary of State 3 chosen Recorder of Nottingham in April, 
1726 5 High Steward of Cambridge in July 1737 ; Chancellor 
of that University, 1749 ; First Lord of the Treasury, on the 
death of his brother, 1754, a post which he held with a si^iaU , 
interval until the year 1762, when he resigned it; was created 
Duke of Newcastle \mdex Line, Nov. 13, 1756; ^pointed 
Lord Privy Seal, July 15, 1765, but continued so only about 
one year. He died Nov. 17, 1768. 

t This letter was prefixed to Steele'^ "Political Writings, 
1715* 

nothing 
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. nothing less: than the testimony of a good consci^ce, 
and an heart pure from a vicious ambition. And 
these are such supports as will keep a matt from 
languishing in discontent, should he, amidst the 
prosj[>ei?ities of the cause he has endeavoured to 
serve, -live to find zeal for the publick, of all hii- 
man virtues, the rnost exposed to the cool comfort 
of beins: its own reward ; and that which was im- 
dertaken against the inclinations to mirth and plea- 
sure, out of a sense of duty and honour, to have 
little other efiect than to become a man*s character- 
istick, and by that means to give a turbulent air to 
all his other pretensions ; and even to sink the agree-r 
ableues3 of the friend and companion, by the ap- 
pearance of somewhat supposed to be demanding ii^ 
tKe patriot. 

But why do I mention these things here ? All 
the world is witness, that it hath been your Lord- 
ship's early inclination to find out and encourage 
the lovers of your Country, to comfort them under 
the neglect of their friends, and support them 
against the resentment of their enemies. 

Your Lordship is produced by Providence, in an 
ample and flowing fortune, to make a stand for 
honesty, and to preserve the names of Virtue and 
Honour from oblivion. Whoever has exerted him- 
gelf for the publick, has at your house a friend and 
a benefactor: distinctions are there made by the 
rule of reason and justice; a young and noble 
lieart, generously disposed by Nature, and fortified 
by letters, can determine, in spite of prevailing 
fashion to the contrary, that good and evil are really 

diitinct 
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distinct considerations, and that ^^ to distinguish 
virtuous men is the best knowledge of the world/* 

I could give a thousand instances of your Lord- 
fihip^s great humanity this way, and of your having 
attained in your first years to be " the terror of ill, 
and the refuge of good men." What can fondness it- 
self wish more for a man, than to have wealth, and 
the best sense in the use of it ; than to be elegantly 
delightful, artlessly eloquent, discreetly sincere, 
and judiciously bountiful ? Your Lordship will be 
transmitted to futurity by the professors of those 
liberal arts you protect and encourage. The pre- 
sent I now make you can give me no opportunity 
to eiideavour that way. B.ut, as these oocasioi;ial 
writings aiie arguments against the incursions madA 
u]K)n our liberty, and written even when those in- 
novations were first attempted; I humbly desire 
your Lordship's protection to them mid t\mt att'» 
tborj vrlio is, with the utmost integrity^ 
Mv Lord, 

Your Lordsliip^s most obliged, most obedient, . 
and most humble servant^ 

Rich. Steei.e. 
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293. TO MRS.* STEELE f- 


DEAR PRUE, CLAREMONT, APRIL 10, I7I5. 

iVxY Lord Clare ;J: (who you will own to have some 
pretence to command me) will not let me come 
away from hence this night. Pray forgive your 
most obedient, humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

♦ This mighX have been addres&ed, " To Lady Steele.*' 
t At her house^ over against Park-place, St James's. - 
X Afterward, the patriotic Duke of Newcastle. Steele had just 
before dedicated to him the Ck>llection of his '' Political Writ- 
ings," (see p.379^) This Nobleman, who was then.Lord-lieutenant 
of the county of Middlesex, had not long before placed Steele in 
the commission of the peace for that county, aiid appointed him 
one of his Deputy-lieutenants. It was in this capacity that, two 
days only before the date of tliis letter, he was knighted, on pre* 
renting to the King an address from the Lieutenancy of Middle- 
sex and Westminster, which Steele had the honour of drawing 
up. About the same time he was appointed, Surveyor of tlie 
Royal stables at Hampton-court. On the 2Sth of May following, 
being the King's birtb-day, who then entered his 56th year. Sir 
Bichard particularly distinguished himself, by ' treating above 
SOO gentlemen and ladies. The entertainment consisted of py- 
ramids of all manner of sweetmeats, the Qiost generous wines, 
such as burgundy, champaign, &c. was ushered in by a jn-o- 
logue written by Tickell and spoken by Mrs. Younger 5 4nd 
concluded by an epilogue written by himself, and spoken' by 
Mr. Wilks, very merry, and free with his own character 5 after 
Which, a large table that was in the area of the concert-house 
was taken away, to make room for the company to dance 
country-dances, which was done with great decency and regu- 
larity. An Ode of Horace was also set to musick on this occa- 
mn ; wiUi several song$ and ot^r entertaixung performances. 

294. TO 
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# 

speaker's chambers, 

DEAR PRUE, AUG. 14, 1715. 

X WRITE this before I go to Lord Marlborough's, 
to let you know that there was no one at the Trea- 
sury but Kelsey^ with whom Welsted* left the 
order, and he is to be at the Treasury again to- 
morrow between two and three : when, without 
^ doubt, the money will be paid -f-, 

* Leonard Welsted, an ingenious young clerk in the office of 
one of the secretaries of state^ whom Steele very highly esteem- 
ed. Welsted had not long before this addressed to him two 
several poetidad publications ; an imitation of an Ode of Horace, 
under the title of '* A Prophecy/' and ** An Epistle on the 
** King's Accession.'* 

t In the notes on the Dunciad, Mr. Welsted (among much 
equally wanton abuse) is reproached with having " received «t 
'' one time 5001. fbr secret service^ among the other excellent 
*^ Authors hired to write anonymously fbr the Bfinistry.'* Ttda 
idle calumny (which arose from that sum appearing in the lleport 
of the Secret Committee, 1742, as issued '* to Leonard Welsted, 
•* gent, for special services, Aug. 27, 1715") was reftited in the 
Biographia Brit^innica, art. Steele, p. 3830, note u, , on the 
authority of Welsted's own declaration to Mr. Walthoe, an alder- 
man of St. Alban's, " that he received the money for the use of 
^' Sir R. Steele, and paid it to him." If any farther proof of 
this assertion were wanting, we have here the express testimonjf 
— ' of Steele himself, tiiat the money was issued for his use. Aad 
we are so far indebted to the author of the Dunciad, that he 
has unwittingly contributed to illustrate this letter, which would 
otherwise have wanted a clue. 

On the 19th of July 1715 was advertized, '' Sir Richard 
Steele's Recaaiation ; ^roxed in a Letter of Thanks from his 

Holiaes9 
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I have no hopes from that or any thing else* y 
but by dint of riches to get the government of 
ydtir Ladyship. 

Ifourd, Rich. Steele* 

HdinesSir Pope* Clement XL fbf the Service done to' tlief Catholic 
Church, by the Dedication and Prefece of a kte Book> intituled. 
An Account of the Siaie of the Ronum Catholic Religion throughout 
the World, with a Copy of Verses added by Mr« SewelL Prico 
CiC* Postboy, July 19^, 1715, 

* It appears from this and other passages in thfese letters, that 
Ijady Steele had an tunfue love of money, which "was a source 
of much vexatiofn to Aerself, and of some uneasiness to her hus- 
band. There is a presumptive proof of thb in the following 
quotation^ which is happily illustrated in this publication. 
Steele^ in his ^ £ngljshmian/- Celebrates the greatness and 
equanimity of a poor man with a tar tieckcloth, who, with p^- 
lect sang-froid, was first informed at a coffee-house of his hav-^ 
inggot a prize of 10,0001. in the Lottery. After strictly and 
coolly exaapining into the truth of the ihformatibn, he turned 
but of his pocket half-a-crown and six-pence. Presenting the' 
half-crown to the waiter, *' It id all I have got now [said he]/ 
but I will caU another time; and give you more for your good^ 
news^.** Having reUvted the incident with his usual spirit iamd' 
high approbation, Steele adds, ^^ I speak it sincerely, I had* 
much rather have his temper than his fortune v for h^ it hap- 
pened to me, alas ! I should have given it, like a slave as I 
am, to a woman who despises me without it. Hang her, how* 
ever, {. wish I had it for her sake.*" Englishman, N^ 47, Jan*- 
Sl, 1714-15. 


The 
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p^ekmW\d^>^iPiil^\iig^^ni] bMn^) introduced 


X 1 IS impossible Tor us to express to your Maiesttr 



disturD the peace ot yonr Lravgrnment, and prepare 

the way for ^n Outlaw who disputes your right, . 

, We bewail jit .as the disHonour ot our. Coantfy, 

..that a, Jrrince, who commanas universal esteem and 

voiteratton.frQm all Ihe world about us, should be 

insulted oy a Jb action in, Iireat-Britam, apd leaVTe 

his old subjects in tears, to suffer by the uigratituoe 

of his new ones. It k.pur shanie ana tirihappiness, 

that there are any among us wqo can • meditate 

.iiuunesto a Hero Who brought us safety ana honouf, 

and rescued our liberty rrom tne most imminent 

danger : » but the conduct ot these persons raises our 

resentments, more than our wonder. ^It has been 

lonR their character, ±0, assert the unlawittlnes^ or 

resisting' the worst rrinces, and to rise m r^oellion 

against the; best. t i 

I diir 'Majesty nas* beeii' pleased* *t6 declare, th^^ 
di&orders aire . Rebt up with thfe hopes of . 


c c ^^ > to 


38ff SIR EICHAED STSBtB't 

to ffve ywar Majesty Uie mo^t solemn Msuranoet, 
tiiat all which you have secured to us^ shall be em* 
ployed in maintaming your just title to these 
realms. And we will not doubts but that those arms 
which made the English name so famed alm>ad, 
will maintain their credit at home; and that the 
same valour which conquered France, shal} be able 
to protect Britain. 

Let . treachery and imposture try their fate ; 
let our adversaries contend for the glory of being 
successful traitors and prosperous enemies to their 
Country ; white all honest men resolve to vindicate 
themselves from the infamy of transmitting chains 
to their posterity. We know the just value of our 
Religion and of our properties; we know what is 
due to a Prince who has preserved them to us ; and 
we hope, with the rest of your Majesty's good 
subjects, we shall stand in the eye of Hie world as 
men who dei^rve these blessings, by our resolution 
in defending them. 

The present occasion fills our minds with ain 
honest zeal. We profess to support your Majesty 
at the expence of our fortunes, and the hazard of 
our lives. It is our interest and honour to make 
good those professions ; and we cannot doubt the 
suecess, without distrusting the best of causes. 

Your Majesty is attended with every good pre- 
sage. You have Ministers whose wisdom and inte-> 
grity made them the objects of love and admiration 
to Europe ; you have a General, of a name never 
mentioned but with that of victory ; and you have 
Subjects who have wanted only him to lead them to 
conqu^t. 

/ That 


insirOtAllT CORRBSPOKCiSKCK» 367 

That your Majesty may always enjoy the glorious 
character of being the father of your j^ple^ and 
the Friend of mankind^ while all your nithful sub- 
jects contend to have it said of them that they 
lifed and died Freemen^ is the hearty prayer of, 
Your Majesty*s 

Most faithful and most dutiful subjects. 


il^. TO SIR SAMUEI^ GARTH *. 

Mlt, [1715.] 

JxS soon as I thought of making the Lover a 
present to one of my friends^ I resolved^ without 
fiirther distractii^ my choice, to send it to the 
BEST-NATURSP MAN. You are so universally 

known for this character^ that an qNStle so directed 
^ould find its way to ypu without your name^ and 
1 believe nobody but you yourself would deliver 
such a auperscription to any other person. 

* INr. Samuel Gsrth, tbe pekfarated author of The Dispsi^ 
** flSTfr.'* — >Tlie first edition of this admirable poem came out in 
1094; and went through three impresdons in a few months. 
Tliis extramdinaiy encouragement put him upon making seve« 
|b1 improvements in it ; and in 1706 he published a fourth edi- 
Hon, with several additions. Major Ptek obsenres, that '^ Thf 
Dispensary had lost and gained in every edition ; almost every 
thing that Sir Samuel left out being a robbery from the pub- 
** liek> whilst evegy thing that he added was an emhelHshment 
** to his poem." On the acceftsion of King Geoige I. he had 
the honour of bdng knighted with ths Duki of Marlboroiigh> 
if^ord. He died Jaa 18, 17i8-19. 

c c a. This 






- ,This prope^fiity ie /th€;\n^»tt5tr a-kiil '^to.loyd 5 iatid 
^pd-natur^s .th^ y^forti^ti^t^oftwin <ff 1 the zmu^^ 
as, Ipve ,i^, (^ noblest pals9i«^ 6£ : If iC' ^ whik^ ikhe* Idttef ( 
is^^v^hoUy If njployeql in' eudenvoufiiig^tolmake hap^f 
one single tQlg|ect^;rth^ otlier ^diffas^ its 'tenbmliiDCttl 
to all the world. ,* m i '/ • moY 

As tJ^is isjypw natwiitJt>(^lb1l!l3^^ congra-% 

tiilate to you the singular, felicity that your pro- 
fession is so agreeable to your temper. For what 
condition is more ^esiraKIe than a constant impulse 
to relieve the distressed, and .a capacity to admi- 
nister ijij^^i»yey M¥i* ^^ ;?V?> <^p^ hfiW ^i^ 

eye on that of his physician, how pleasing must it 
be tp. ^ak comfort to his anguish, to raispim him 
the first motions of hone, 1:9 lead him into a ©dh-r 
jfaasibfl'tnat^ne'slMrrerarn to the company of his 
itott^gftl^e A% Af *his' •fimiiy^'^d'ail the ilessingi^ 



If 

h«iaft»islttiwe 'ik-Ubbh ^«din^'g6(id 'tMn'Jrowmg 

rich. .'i-' ' *4 'i-^'*'' '('■ • ''^ '^' ";'»'»'^.' •!"" • -■ ^ - 



of ypu?;, gen^rflu^ mind; and it' id as com^ 
jn^n with! G^rth-tai/Bupply indigent paitiifthtb vri&i 
moniey^'fcH-'fobdj'W to retdVfe it froni wealthy onejf 
fdf pfrjHs^ck.' Pow much^raor^ amis^ble^ ^ir^jyo^lci 

fl;{^ Jki>a)X;ypAi,f^peap: t$>fth<>te who«e grA^i<!ttde'ybtt 
(ey^rjr day^ceftia^^'^f they-feri#v^^*th^t* yot.V*r^Aist\he^r 
pteentsyCesloy^u^Sblrfd'^^^^ thosq whj^e w'BBts 

. . '/'V> ' ^/' *'' you 


3 J^ 


ybn knawy by takmg^fr^m'thfose^ wkh^vvb<>8e'nte^s^' 
9kit& y otf are unacquiAinted I • » ' ^ * " • ' 

■ The'faihtlie® you frecjuent* receive you as their 
friend. aiffd welUwlsher/ wbose co'ttcern »in their 
behalf is als great as^hat of thoeel tvho* ate related 
to theitii»by the ties. of blood andi tlie^anctibns of 
aflmity.*- This 'tenderness interrupts the satisfac* 
tions of conversation, to which you are so happily 
turned ; but we forgive you that our mirth is often 
insipid to you, while you sit absent to what passes 
amongst us from your care of such as languish in 
sickness. We are sensible their distresses, instead 
of "beittg '*€fittt>ved by company, returrt iriore *strong- 
ly '^ your itnaginiition by icoinparlson o^ their con- 
dition to the jollities of health. . . . • .4 

But I forget I am writing a Dedication* ; and in 
ai^^^flj^r^^ of this I kifif^ ' it is more usual to cel^ 
Ijrate [[men's. .great jta^^njts, than those virtues j to 
which |5U9]:|, ^talents ought to be subservient; .yef.^ 
whjeire tjie bejjt of* a .ipan's spirit is taken .up in i^\^ 
q|>pJtiicatioi^ of his whole ,for9e to serve the world in. 
his profession, it woiild be frivolous not to enter- , 
tain him rather with thanks for what he is. than 
applauses for wb|it )^^ ^^' capable of being. jB^sides, 
Sir^. tfae^i is no. room fdr saying ajuy thing to you 
as you are fei^ nfian of wit and a great ^poet* all that 
citi^bfe* spldlt'en thatis worthy an ingenuous spirit, in 
tlie' celebration ol^ such faculties, has been incom- 

p^bly..89Jid by yoiirs^lf tp ptheirs, p^ by other;? to^ 

yciu:'*youivhave never^be^nexoelled iii this kindbut^ 
by thbsei wHo have written in' praise of you : 1 wfll 

,^ This was prefixed ^o aa edition of " Th? Lover ancl 
R^if/' ia 13mo, 1715. ' \ 

not 
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not pretend to be your rival even with inch an ad- 
vantage oyer you ; but assuring you, in Mr. Cod- 
rington'8 words *, that I do not know whether my 
love or admiration is greater, I remain, Sir, 
Your most faithful friend, 

and most obliged humble servant, 

Rich. Stulb. 


mm 


297. ORIGlNALPREFACE'f', by SirRiciuiiD SrnxsMf 

to *' The Drummer/' a Comedy by Mr. 
Addison* 

JlIaVING recommended this Flay to the Town, 
and delivered the copy of it to the Bookseller, I 
diink myself obliged to give some account of it. 
' It had been some years in the hands of the Au* 
thor ![: ; and, falling under my perusal, I thought so 

* '^ Thou hast no ftiilts, or I no fitulti caiiqpf 1 
'' Thou art an beauty, or all blindneas I/* 

Codringtonfto Dr. Garth, before thelHepeiiiaxy. 
f See ha>eaftei^ a Letter to Mr. Coiigreve> ^UbaiinlT^SL 
X Dr. Johnson, in his life of Addison, speaking of that 
elegant writer's share in the Spwtator, &c. s&js, ** Many of 
th^ papers were written with powers tnily comic, with nice 
discrimination of characters, and accurate observation ci na* 
tmral or acddental deviation from propriety; but itwgsnotfivqpN- 
ppsed that he had tried a Comedy on the stage, tSl Steele after 
his death declared hiai^ the author of The. Drummer. This, 
however, Steele did not know to be true by any direct testimony ^ 
fbr, when Addisott put the play into h^ hands> he only told 

him> 


ivdl of it, diat I persuaded him to mak^ name ad» 
ditioni and alteratioas to it, and let it appear upoh 
the Stage. I own I was very highly pleased with 
it, and Uked it the better for the want of those 
studied sinulies and repartees which we who have 
writ before him have thrown into our Hays, to in* 
-^ulge*and gain upon a &lse taste that has prevailed 
for many years in the British Theatre. I believe 
tfie Author would have condescended to fall into 
this way a little more than he lias, had he, before 
the writing of it, been often present at thea«* 
trical representations. I was confirmed in my 
thoughts [of the Play^ by the opinion of better 
judges to whom it was communicated, who observe<^ 
thitt the scenes were drawn after Moliere*s manner> 
and that an easy and natural vein of humour ran 
through the whole. 

I do not question but the Reader will discover 
this, and see many beauties that escaped the Au* 
dience ; the touches being too delicate for every, 
taste in a popular assembly. My Brother Sharers * 
were of opinion, at the first reading of it, that it 

him, it ivas tbe work of " a Gentkman in the Company;^' and 
when it was received, an is confessed, with cold disapprobation, 
be was profaaUy less willing to claim it« Tickell omitted it in 
his collection; but the testimony of Steele, and the total silence 
of any other claimant, has determined the publick to assign it 
to Addison 5 and it is now piinted with Ins other poetry. Steele 
carried the Drummer to the play-house, and afterwards to the 
press, and sold the copy for fifty guineas.** 

* By a patent dated Jan. 19, 1714-15> Steele was appointed 

Gcwemor of the Rpyal Company of Comedians -, and, on a Mr 
consideration, he admitted Cibber and Wilks to proportionate 
sbares of the patent 

was 


^f^ppgi/gcpiigb tiGK'appearmt^ dist^nraeih; AaidtMs^ 
lin:*^^ .^^m<>A^ vray ; of .writfag,. vljid apf^oiii^tid* 

i^B, : b#^ ;ACtQ(|>. 4nd- bM.gbieii (an »^^Ftuk»1|rL« 

9v3Ilj($ lleajBte]f,W(in'<?temder>tha<iiJ spe^^ l||ftwy not 

fX^Aaps^j'tl*) ite,aiQ»i >whyf;ifc wibmotidifftts^jitt ^he 
pRjI^stipf ttb^/J^Uy, J^tiil ;?boyid teem^iikha miil 
^ifeo (ff i^* jHP I )^^ } owa / w|Lre§. /wily : tio 4wjWf iri tcax^ 

' ^n^ers^u !/ 'it:.;., --lit '^ I <v .; iBttw.lStratjprlr:-- 

"^ * Seep. 3^1. I ,, , j^ ,^A^ 

* ' f It appears tnat^ pot Ipng after ^e date of this I^ter* Sir 
Ri^iard Stede #is 'k idknci&ditfe fot* a v^ iini)^tarit office: 
-) '^We hear that on Monday next, the-Gfoi^rtio^d'of 'Sntton'i 
' ]^ospitali f c^p^ tl^ Pbsitter Hou3b, anp to prpcaed toi thelelJDice 
of fk Mastei;, to succeed the. ksunofid pr. !Qui*n^J^V^l| deceased | 
aiid that, out of i2, voices. Sir Richard Steele wiD have 8, Apugli 
H^ is a iilariied "mftli, and therefore said to be, disqualifirea by^ the 
Fooiidttr^ stettilftd^' Wt^fhis is^t6^Hei doiie Whfi'il Weftitt ^t- 
7f^^9J^j and t)9t to. ibe nftadeik poeclsfedattt.ali'iBdttft Stectidds^' 
though how such a sort of Ecclesiastical preferment is consistent 



oGiet'CaVidid^te is ^r. ^ohn King/' ; W^p% ^P^p^t^.^^^ 

«Ot/l&,mfJ, ^ . .-»n ..n.:-.] ■.:r1I:^^II^■•.'>t:o^:i- 
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S98. TO 


cp)^x;ly.de^i9ped to be helpful to thp^,^^.,;: If 
you hkve not sent the itiask -j-, which is to come out 
on Thursday, to press, if you please to send me 
the copy, it shall i>e recemmeiided to the Town, . 
and publish^ on Thursday night with that paper. 
Your affectiouat^ fri^nd^^wd n^fwt hu||^ servant, 

RiCHf Steele. 

■•■-■•■ •'•299:- ')^^' LADY 'iST^tfe,'''''-'^, 

, : f , ,. HUMBLY PRPSJ^T. . 

£»] ^1 ■ '!/,.,»,/, I» ;• . ■ . ,^ ;^.; /. 1.. •■. 

BEA^WIFE, . JAN. 10, 1715?l0. 

t(l .•'jiiJ,*^ ik'.. '. \Ai I U.H ••■ t ■ .• - • r; 'J ••. ,'3 
j^HAyKfthatia p^y, pocket which. , l^rithi|>;a fev^ 
^«.w^hte}4 great sum of piowy, b^i^whafci^ 
growing at the Play-house if/ I prefer your ease 

^^* ^*feye' tti]^t^erc 'fti^sf coH^ted hlto a 'i^dlitoife '^ihi^ pf e- 
«ent Editor in 1790 -, asWeit ^ Tile fieah^^wl^fii^ Anti- 
Theatre" in 1791. 

f '^ Apollo and Daphne/* a masque by Mr. Hughes^ set to 
music by Dr. Pepusch. See it in his *' Poems/* vol. IL p. 

. 167. D. 

^ } Which wai then worth to him about a thousand pounds a 

' '^- to 


iS4 9i% KICHAltD 8TUL£'S 

to all things. I beg of you to tend for coals^ and 
all things necessary for the week^^ and keep us only 
to the end of it out of your abundance ; and I shdl 
ever add to it hereafter^ instea:d of attempting to 
diminish it. I cannot " indeed get money imnKBdi- 
ately, without appearing most scandalously indigeat, 
which I would avoid for the future. 
Ever yours. Rich. SteeiC. 


300. TO LADY STEELE*. 

baX'Dwik'Sj east-street, 

NEAR RED^UON-STREET, 
BEAR PRUE, JAN. 11, IJlS-lff. 

J. AM here very busy, and shall be all night. Pray 
send me a book which is upon the ^scrutore ia^ 
the dining-room. It is an History of Ireland <!% 
and many leaves of it turned down, and papers in 
it. It is a sad thing I must take such pains ; but 
you are to be the better for it, which is the main 
comfort to, yours ever, RiGH.Sn£iJ&. 

* " Over-agaimt Park-place, St Jamet's-street" 
t llm lie wanted in oonqalingbbLttterW the I^wteader/ in 
Ihe Fifth NtMber«f " IW Tgwa TaiL'* 
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301. to LADY STEELE. 

t 

CRCUXA, MOKDAT, 
DEA» PRUB, ntB. 14, 1715-10. 

Mr. fuller • and I cune hither to dihe in 
the air; but the maid has been so slow, that we are 
benighted, and choose to lie here rather than go this 
road in th^ dark. I lie at our ohmi kotue, and my 
friend at a rdation's in the town. 

I desire Wilimot may oome in the morning wiUi 
my linen. 

Your obedient husband. Rich. Stbeuc. 


309. ntEFACE TO « Th« ENGusHMAif,** vol. IL 

1 HE former volume of The Englishman was 
written with a direct intention to destroy the credit^ 
and frustrate the designs^ of wicked men, at that 
time in power. 

To insinuate that thefe are evil purposes in die 
Ministers of one^ Country^ is, in itself, a seditious 
and unwarrantable practice ; but the apparent ten* 
den<y of the proceedings in the late times justified 

* One of Steele's sasistsnts as a writer. See the Taller^ 
N* 905 noU} ijfliflrft tlie^surioiis reader will find a ifciy honoiv 
able acoounk ^ UiD» See abo the Theatre N* 96. 

the 


the disrespect with which the Officers of the State 
were then treated. 

That volumf ; .a|2f*|;ne^ ,ifia^i(y^paga|ij^ their de- 
signs ; ' and this lays together facts which must con- 
vince^^J^tJie^WprldjQf the methods they had taken 

It is incumbent upon one who had treated tl^ni 
*^fMtifclyVhetkit!iey»w«rdi (kAf siii^ieM/io OMe 
gdcJd> tf MrtI he sefenied» te>4coui^ -tiherti' iif,* ^ tibw^ 'thtiV 
dctibna tte-b^oiigbtto Jtgfclti>» -"" •' ^ ''*''• '• '' ': •• '' 
" Tfcii* needs iiib^dpolpgy 'ferUhe'ltfeei^ty-taten' 
with their characters'ttprin-i^^godd ei ftyiindatioii as* 
the Report ofi a iCoittmittce^f the^Iioiise of Cohx- 
mons. • ' ' 

•I« i&iio i!il«ter to the Aiith^^i i^^Th&!kn^iih'knmn, 
whether they are ever punished for what 'they have 
done^ according to their deserts. He has done all 
he could to make them live m infemy ; and, after 
that, he cares not how long they, hve. 

Bmt our. Author's b<?^2^viqur. upoi^ son^e^^kfe cirif 
cumstances has been thought inconsistent with this 
spirit; and it J^as appeared unaccountable, , ^thft* 
ne.wlio Avas thus Violeht against the Pafricildes*, ail- 
Coveried, in a certain placed in tli ^laliQil llo lenity to- 
wards the Retels'*, ' ' " ' ' '"""'•'• • • 


'/• : i.i »:t'.ti 


y: Htt sb^fe ^wa^ wof t io-' express lunoisUf Hvitk aaiartncss 'against 
H$9t Wl4rs pf .mftli* J^tljiflut bitteraess t4?v^^, t}^ir, PW9P* jMC 
\y^]fiM(m.^, 2^ ze^pu^^(Chi^t]an sui generis^ in his /' Memoirs," 
2d e^t' 1753,' ^ vols! p. 25i7> €t seq. wifii little Judgmonl, and 

' leksgratitiid^;' reproached' B^ede, who^V^ b'nei cflp-fis^'iiiofit'^i.' 
live bene&ctors, with incansistenqf, for writing in " The Thea- • 
tit^'^v^tik th^Soiith'S^ teheme; When- it portehded tihe Utis- 
dHMSS W iWfcK fe'Was#egttant, teihd speaking'ttf thft House of 
Commons ixr'tec<^tnmehd«tibn of l6nitf to'^A^ threeUin,' alter 
•^''* • tM 


I 


EPISTdlLtftt CttHAfis^ai/biNCE. ^}^^ 

Kor very many reasons that matter is not to be 
resumed heife i fet^'g^^^^^ *^ he^had declared 
for mercy, it might possibly be, that his heart failed 
agati)tt ^^UbttMSsive criminals, thoH!{gh< (he' his ap* 
^^T^^l^terminatp. .^m ,tr\mioBb?^4 ^l^fllne|. 

do ^sl; exequtjop^jVyo;?, tU9fn.,\^0iithfiy ^rf,Wt,tV 

thart, thej^ yfepe ^t^e^ le39,^,zp^9;i^s,!fqr, tjie,fl»u^^,f>r 
that they wer^^^Jiijl^.^dp^rt^^^^rgXR ^^,s^:j^if,,r]>^ 
cause they have ^l^^j^ wgfjffHQ^ i^j^wswjnft.^de- 
featp bjr, theiiyiriends who were in the. rear at the 
onset. 

the mischief were pr^^vc"^ j ^ 'fj fox^^^^s there was any in- 
congruity between expressing detestation at a crime; and exer- 
cising humanity to a criminal. SeeTatler^ No 251^ notes. — It 
seems. Sir Ric]Ma]^lff)|Sjpliigey for advising 

lenity to the Rebels of 1715, after the Rebellion was entirely • 
suppressed 5 though, ill pleased with the tameness of Addison*t 
'\^6tUhhi^l he is reported to have «ftidi*'Aiat '^(toV^imient ' * 
had made choice of a kite on aniKpasion when they^jounsto 

have made use of a trUfnpet. - 

I 
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$9$ SIR ItXCHARP STEKUTS 

303. TO LADY STEELE, 

DBARPRUS^ MARCH 96/ 1716. 

X DID not come to town to*day ; becauisie I find mf 
hand in, and, by the help of Dymock ♦, ?hall be 
able this evening to finish what I have deferred 
irom day to day for two months last past. Lest 
you should be uneasy, I send WiUmot to let you 
know that I shall not come home till to-morrow 
about eleven in the morning ; and am. 
Dear creature, absolutely thine. 

Rich. Steele. 


304. TO LADY STEELEf. 

DEAREST PRi;«j [uttdafeed.] 

Jl HIS is only to ask h#w you do. 
I am 
Vcur'BeUjf'Dich-Eugene Molly's 
Humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* Steele's am^uaisu. 

t This scrap is placed imte most prbbabty out of its proper 
order; a circiunstaDce of no more fanportanoe than thektter 
itself, which is only preserved as eaumeratixig all his hmilj im^ 
iiwy that ao nan Imt hiinself W0I114 ev^r bare thou^ ot 


305. TO 


iPi970i^aT cQ|i|ixsppiu»iiCi. |$9 


8O5. TO LADY STEELE, 

WITH A C4SK. 

ST. JfAMSsVSTREBT^ 
DEAR PRUS, AUG. 9, 17 16. 

JL OU may olxperve^ in those excellent books which 
your polite cousin * reads to you^ that necetsariai 
are often wanting to the heroes and heroines for 
want of stowing their portmanteaus with proper 
materials. 

The bearer brings you^ with this, a case of in* 
struments for eating and drinking, that may be 
upon the road both of ornament and use to. 
Madam, 
Tour obedient husband, RiCR« Steels. 


Bpe 


90^. TO LADY Sn^ELEf . 

BBAIt PRVE, SATPIIOAT, NOV. I7, IJI6. 

JVlOLLY's distemper proves the smalI*pox, which 
ab^ has very favourably, and a good kind. Mrs* 
JSvans is very good; and Nurse' Jervase very dili* 
gent ; Sarah has every good quality ; and the wfaoli 
lamily are in health beside the dear infant 

* Alexander Scurlock^ soo, to a toytber of Lady Stedie^i ^ 
then See Letter 509. ^a 
t '' At C^umartlieot Soutlk Wales." 


^Idb •"• '"-^ siW'kifeb'Ai'D'stitiE'ls' 
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I am ver}^ close at my papers, not having bee^j two 
hours out of the house since I parted with you. Pray 
take care o!^^^(iurfete ^^t 'iwe? ^ou tb'ilistraction ; 
for I cannot be ang^ ^t iny Hrlflng you do, let it be 
ever so odd and unexpected, to the tenderest of 
husDands, Rich, Steele. 

We liad riot, when you left us, an inch of candle, 
^ iiypbttnd< <rf! toal j »oir -»a • bH ^ of meat^ * in the lio j^si^ ; 

L AM here under the double severity of your ab- 
sence and Molly's sickness; but I hope you are 
well, as the child is, in her condition. She has 
the small-pox with very favourable symptoms, and 
is very w^lLlaUiaXa Vf( £aiki(^ And ti^r husband, 
Sarah, and Nurse Jervase. 

. i t*>ppit£vb«giuiHi|r jvMney * th^ttey «ft«ri Will- 
mot's return,, " - — i 7f ! / 

• '^^ Juh^T/^i^/Sr Ridhml ^^ele h«d been jdiijed in k iSttk- 

Kobert Monroe^, Hehr ' ' " ^ • « 
Serjeant Birc^i ank Mr. 
'traitors anc} Popjsh Reciisatils. — This carried him first into Pres- 
ton, and afterward to scouana; where^ how nnwelcome a^est 
soever he might be to the^per^tv; ';^k W'^received from sefe- . 
ral of the nobility and gentrf ilie mbs't dl^stmgdi^tiiiig tharks of 
.:'•-■'" . respect. 




EPISTrtLAftir CORRESPONDfeNCK. 401 

I am, with the utmost affection, your obedient 
husband, and most humble servant. 

Rick. Steele. 

I opened this after sealed, to let you know Will-, 
mot is come. 

respect, insomuch that he began to turn his thoughts upon the 
ihuch-to-be desired, but hopeless^ project of perfecting the 

— Union betWfeen the two kingdoms^ by extending it to the policy 
of Church as well as State. In this view he had frequent con- 
versations with some of the Presbyterian Ministers, concerning 
the restoration of Episcopacy, the antient Church-government 
of that Nation > and often lamented this division in the Eccle- 
siastical Administration^ which still serves to maintain a kind oi 
alienation between the people. Sir Richard wished well to the 
interests of Religion -, and> as he imagined that Union would 
promote it, he had soipe thoughts of proposing it at Court 5 
but that, as was likely, proved abortive. — ^Among these Scotch 
Ministers w^ one Hart, with whom Sir Richai*d Commenced a 
friendship, ax^d afterwards honoured him with his correspon- 
dence. This Hart he used to style '' the Hangman of the 
Gospel 3'* for, though he was a facetious, good-natured man, 
yet Jie had ^en into a peculiar way of preaching what he called 
*^ the Terrors of the Law,** and denounced anathemas frpm the 
pulpit without reserve. — Our Knight also, during his stay in 
Scotland, indulged his genius in searching into the humours of 
low life ; in which view he prepared a. splendid feast at Edin* 
burgh, and ordered his servants to pick up all the beggars and 
poor people they could find in the streets for th^ir guests. The 
servants obeyed -, and Sir Richard soon saw himself at the head 
of forty or fifty be^ars, together with some poor decayed 
ti'adesmen. After dinner he plied them with punch and wine ; 
and when the frolick was ended, he declared, that besides the 

— pleasure of filling so many empty bellies, he had learned hu- 
ZDOur enough to make a good Comedy. (Shiels's Lives of the 
Poets, vol. IV. p. 118.) 


D 308. TO 
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308. To LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, NOV. 26, l'^l6. 

1 HOPE this will find you safe at Carmarthen, 
and that you find all things easy there. There is 
nothing extraordinary has occun'ed here. Your 
daughter Betty was very well yesterday: I made 
her be brought out as I rode by. 

I have been much on horseback, to prepare for 
my journey, for which I expect orders on Monday 
mext out of Scotland. This is the ninth day with 
my dear Molly in the small-pox ; she has many in 
the body, few in the face : they are, they say, very 
kindly. Nurse Jervase, with her duty, recom* 
mends herself to you for her extraordinary care and 
diligence about your child. Mrs. Evans and her 
husband deserve very well of us. 

I am, with the tenderest love. 

Your most obedient husband, 

and most humble servant, 

, Rich. Steele. 

. My most humble service to the widow, and all 
the family. 


30<^. TO 
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309. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, NOV. 2Jy I7I6. 

L WRIT to my cousin Alexander this post, and 
desired him to excuse my not writing to you ; but, ' 
on second thoughts, fearing you might be displeased, 
I send this, though it has only to say that I am, 
with entire love and duty. 
Your most obedient husband, 

and humble servant^ Rich. Steele. 


310. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, NOV. 29, I7I6. 

X AM extremely obliged to you for your letter on 
the reverse of my cousin's. Your indisposition is a 
very great grief to me. I desire you to use brandy 
to bathe your head, till you heax Dr. Garth's advice 
by next post. Betty is very well, and Molly up, 
and has this day taken physick, which shall be con- 
tinued as much as proper, and at proper distances. 
I have a gt«at packet to ansWer from Scotland, of 
which you shall have a further account in my next. 
I mvi devotedly yours, Ri(:h. Stoels. 


t>D2 311. TO 
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311. TO LADY Sl^EELE*. 

DEAR PRUE5 DEC. 6y 1716. 

X HIS is only to say we are all well. Among 
other little matters, I wait an answer from you be- 
fore I set out for Scotland. 

I am, dear Prue, faithfully thine. 

Rich. Steele. 
Garth advises your washing your head with water 
and salt« 


312. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. james's-street, 

DEAR PRUE, DEC 11, I7I6. 

X HAVE received yours, with the inclosed bill 
for fifty pounds. I earnestly intreat you not to ex- 
cruciate your spirit with what you ought to over- 
look and despise. I will write to you at large on 
Thursday about all matters, especially the method 
of my journey. 

I am, dear woman, entirely yours. 

Rich. Steele. 

* *' At Carmarthen, South Walesi Bfenjt, Ekhard Steek." 


313- TO 
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313. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DEAR PRUE, DEC. 13, I7I6. 

IVIrS. Secretary Bevans * has acquainted me, by 
the 7th instant, that you are trell, and very much 
my friend and servant. Mrs, Evans went to see 
Betty yesterday, who, she says, is grown a very 
fine lady. Moll sat by me a Httle as I was writing 
yesterday ; she will not be at all marked, but is a 
dear child. Eugene is grown a very lively gen- 
tleman. After all this news, which takes in all the 
compass of whatever you care for -f-, you will not 
much regard politicks if I should write. any. But it 
seems my Lord Townshend is out, and Stanhope 
and Methuen the two Secretaries for England, and 
Duke Roxborough ^ made a third Secretary for 
Scotland ; for which place I intend to set out this 
day, with ah opportunity of a gentleman's coach 
going down. 

I am, dear Prue, your most affectionate, 
obedient, languishing relict. 

Rich. SteeCe. 

The machine is almost ready. 

* Sister to Lady Steele's mother. She was at this time a 
widow. See Letter 308, adfinem, 

f By this expression it appears their first hoy Dick (see. pp. 
^04> 240, 324) was now dead. Eugene died ip November 1723. 

{ John Ker, Duke of Roxborough, was appointed secretary 
for North-Britain, Dee. 16, IT'lS. He resigned that office, 
Aug. 25, 1725 ', and since that period, instead of a distinct Se- 
cretary of State for Scotland, there has been regularly a Keeper 
pf the Signet xmder the other two Secretaries. 

314. TQ 
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314. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PHVE, DEC. l8, IJlS. 

W HETHER I IpVe you because you are the mo- 
ther of the children, or them because you are tiieir 
mother, I know not ; but I am sure I am growing 
a very covetous creature for the sake of both of you. 
I am making haate to Scotland ; have only a small 
affair, which , I will acquaint you with in my next ; 
and am, entirely yours, EidH, Steicle, 


SB 


315. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. JAMES*S-STREET, 
DEAR PRUE^ DEC. 20, I7I6. 

Mrs. secretary * writes me word you have 
a curiosity to know what bustle it was that you 
heard of at the Playhouse. It was occasioned by a 
gentleman's coming in very rough, in a riding-habit ; 
and the sentry enquiring of him where he was 
going, as he oflfered to pass into a. box, he told him, 
if he opposed his passage he would shoot him 
through the head. The soldier was the more 
alarmed at him, and persisted to deny him entrance ; 
at which the stranger pulled out a pistol, and shot 
the man in the neck. He was seized, and several 

* Mrs, Bevans. Sec p. 405. 

pistols 
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pistols found about him, and proves one Mr. Free- 
man, a madman. The house was in a very great 
uproar, crying out The Prince ! who only appeared 
indifierent and composed *. 

I long to be gone from hence. The children arc 
all well. 

I am, dear Prue, ever thine. Rich. Steele. 

Your man Sam owes me three-pence, which 
must be deducted in the account between you and 
me ; thetefore, pray take care to get it in, or stop 
it-|*. 

* The strange circumstiuice here alluded to happened at 
Drury-lane theatre on the 6th of December^ 1716, when the 
Prince of Wales was present at the tragedy of Tamerlane. A 
particular account of (?he whole transaction, of which Steely has 
here given his Lady a good abstract, is in tlie '' PoKtical^tate," 
vol. XII. p. 547. Mr. Freeman was a gantleman of Surrey, 
and had for several years been troubled with fits of Itinacy. 
Though the soldier's wounds did not prove mortal, Mr. Free- 
man was committed to Newgate, on the additional charge of 
having killed a man in the country two days beforo. 

t A sneer at Lady Steele's excessive attehtjon to money. Sec 
Letter 317, and Letter 394, and note. 


3 Iff- TO 


\. 
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316. TO LADY STEELE. 

/ ST. JAMES'S-STREET, 

DEAR PRUE, DEC. 22, I7I6. 

jL If is wishes you an agreeable Christmas, I have 
taken such care, as to be as easy on the road * as 
travelling about this town. I am dear Prue, with 
the sincerest passion, ever yours. Rich. Steele, 


ssss 


317. TO LADY STEELE. 

Bear prue, christmas-day. 

I WENT the other day to see Betty at Chelsea^, 
who represented to me, in her pretty language, 
*^ that she seemed helpless and friendless, without 
any body's taking notice of her at Christmas, when 
all the children but she and two more we^ e witl^ 
their relations." I have invited her to dinner to- 
day, with one of the teachers ; and they are here 
now in the room ; Betty and Moll very noi^y and 
pleased together. Bess goes back again, as §oo|i aa 
she has dined, to Chelsea. I have stayed in, to 
get a very, advantageous affair dispatched; for, I - 
assure you, I love money at present as well a$i youf 
Ladyship ; and am entirely yours. 

Rich, Steele. 

* In lijff journey to Scotland. 

I tola 


\ . 
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I told Betty I had writ to you ; and she made 
ine open the letter again^ and give her humble duty 
to her mother, and desire to know when she shall 
have the honour to see her in town. She gives her 
love to Mrs. Beva^s aiid all her cousios. 


318. TO LADY STEELE, 


DEAR PRUE. 


ST. JAMES'S-STREST, 
DEC. 28, 1716. 

It is matter of gain, not niatter of gallantry; 
keeps me here thus long, I hope^, within a post 
or two, to give an account of a thing that will bring 
us a gyeat sum of money *, 

All piy endeavours and thoughts tend only to 
extricate my condition, and have no debt but that 
to a good wife and a few dear innocents. 

I am, dear Prue^ eternally thine. 

Rich. Steels. 

The King leaves Hanover the 4th of January, 
our style, 

* A contrii^ance of a maobine for bringing fish to London | 
^ which a more particular account will be given in some of th^ 
fut^fie^uent lietters. ^ 


gjfl. From 
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319. Prom the Editor of '^ A Lady's Travels * 
into Spain, 1716,'' to Sir Richard Steele. 

SIR, [17I6J 

T. 
HE reputation you have obtained in the world, 

for learning, wit, good sense, and a general know- 
ledge of mankind, very much exposes you to ad- 
dresses of this nature. 

I should hardly presume to press in with this 
little work, amongst the many who seek to shadow 
their labours under your patronage, but that I think 
the ingenious productions of the fair sex have a 
particular claim to it. You shew, in several of 
your writings, a special regard to the improvement 
of .that sex, in the politer part of knowledge, by 
endeavouring to rescue them from the prejudices of 
a narrow education, and to enlarge their notions of 
things. The example this lady affords them of wit, 
judgment, and capacity, may excite the emulation 
of some, and concur with your motives to answer 
that end. This reason, together with the assurance* 
1 have of your readiness to encourage such works 
as have a tendency to inform the judgments, or im- 
prove any of the virtues . of mankind, makes me 
flatter myself you will give shelter to a new editiotv 
of this. I need not say much as to the judficiou^ 

* This entertaining little work, written originally by Madam 
Paunois, passed through some editions before this Dedication 
was prefixed to it, and has also been since then re-printed 
by Mr. T. Davies. It was one of the first books that gave 
ftny true account of Spain, 

' ' performance 
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performance of it ; you will easily perceive the ob- 
servations she has made upon the humours of the 
Spaniard to be very just; the dress sh6 has put them 
in, elegant and neat; and her expression fami- 
liar, easy and clear. 

The former impre^ions of this book have been 
very well received in the world ; and I doubt not 
but this, will meet with a better reception than any 
yet have done, by coming into it under, your pro- 
tection,^ Whatever you espouse comes sufficiently 
recommended, and, with those that know you, 
will be taken for a convincing argument of its own 
merit. I cannot persuade myself silently to pass 
over one motive which swayed very much with me 
to make you this address ; and that is, a desire I 
have long entertained for an opportunity to declare 
the veneration and esteem I have for you as a gen- 
tleman, a scholar, and a patriot. The two first 
diaracters you enjoy undisturbed; and, to make 
good the last, you have the applauses of all true 
Britons, for the vigorous eflforts you made against 
the late attacks upon the liberties of your country, 
by exposing the false reasonings of those men who 
would have deluded us into a fatal security, till 
Popery and Tyranny had come down upon us lik^ ^ 
mighty torrent, and overwhelmed us, 

J am. Sir, 

Your Biost obedient, humble servant. 


320. TO 
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320. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. JAMES'S-STREET, 
DEAR, DEARPRUE, . JAN. 1, I7I6-I7. 

X WISH you from my soul an happy new, year, ^ 
and many, very different from what we have hi- 
therto had. In order thereunto, I have taken a 
resolution, which, by the blessing of God,, I will 
stedfastly keep, to make my children partners with 
me in all my future gain, in the manner I have be- 
forq described to you. That you may be convinced 
of this happy change, you shalV be yourself the 
keeper of what I lay up for them, by quarterly por- 
tions from this day. 

I am, with the tenderest affection, 

Your faithful husband, and inost humble servant. 

Rich. Steele, 

Your children are all very well. 


321. TO LADY STEELE. 

THURSDAY, ST. JAMEs's-STREET, 
DEAR PRUE, JAN. 3, 1 7 1 6- 1 7 . 

X HAVE the pleasure to acquaint you that Gill- 

more's work* is just finished; and that there are 

some little matters besides, which will forthwith 

/ highly conduce to the good of you and your little 

* See Letter 3 IS. 

ones* 
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ones. The Courtiers are in a very great huny, 
which cannot be composed till the King comes *. 

The order for the pay of our Commissionf- lies be- 
fore the Treasury ; when that is signed, I shall leave 
the town, though but to go and come from Scot- 
land, Ever yours. Rich. Steele^ 

You may be sure I mean to return by way of 
Carmarthen. 


OM 


322. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. JAMES'S-STREET, 
DEAR PRUE, JAN. 4y I7I6-I7. 

1 HAVE received your long letter, for which I 
thank you, and will punctually observe the direc- 
tions. I have answered concerning my cousin 
Griffith to Mr. Madocks, because you, being un- 
acquainted with the methods of the University, 
WQuld not have comprehended what I mean. You 
will find Jonathan provided for in a short time. 
Every tittle shall be observed as you dit-ected. 
I am your ipost obedient and aflTectionate husband, 

• 

Rich. Steele. 
You are utterly mistaken in your suspicion of 
my having borrowed of my cousin; there is indeed 
no such thing directly or indirectly. 

* Who was then at Hanover, 
t See p. 400. 
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323. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JAN. 8, 171^-17* 

Jr ORGIVE me that I can say no more now than 
just to tefl you we are well ; and am, with all truth, 
your faithful, Dick St£ei:.e« 


BEB 


324. TO LADY STEELE. 


ST. JAMES S-STREET, 


DEAR FRUE, JAN. 10, 17l6-i7. 

* HAVE some matters of profit now on the anril, 
whkh I cannot be able to explain till Tiie8da3r's 
post, at which time you shall have a full! account ; 
but, between that and this, little more than to tdl 
you I am alive, and while so inviolably thine. 

Rich. Steele. 


■ ■ ■ 


325. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JAN. 12^ 1716-17. 

1 HAVE yours of last post without a date ; and 
4hall, in every particular, govern myself as you 
direct. You know you are next week to have par- 
ticulars 


EPISTOLARV CORRESPONDENCE. 


4« 


ticulars concerning all the present views of, Madam^ 
your most affectionate husband, and most devoted 
humble servant. Rich. Stsei^e. 

Our little people are very lively and well. 


326. TO LADY STEELE. 

PE.iR PRUE, JAN. 17, 1716-17* 

X HAVE yours on a leaf of the widow's. If you 
knew how deeply it touches me, you would not 
write in such a scornful and unkind style to. 
Madam, your most aifectionate, obedient husband. 

Rich. Steele. 


!#e 


mm 


327. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. james's-street, 

DEAR PRUE, JAN. IQ, I7I6-X7. 

1 HAVE prepared the letter for Morgan Dayiee^ 
&c. i but they are at home, and I am at Court, and 
cannot go to my own house till too late for thffc- 
post. You shall have all your commands spokea- 
to next post. The King came hither about fiw- 
o'clock. 

I aift, dear Prue, eternally yours. 

Rich, Steem. 
3^- TO 


^ ^ 


* ' 


4lif SIR RICHARft STEELE'* 


I 


328, TO LADY STEELE. , 

DEAR PRUE, [undated.] 

HAVE yours, and, if I have ever offended you, 
^ am heartily sorry for it, and beg your pardon. As 
to the next circumstance, the world is all alike 
every where ; and I know no occasion for expect- 
ing great friendship, and disinterested conduct; 
but maintain a discreet and distant correspondence, 
, at the same time always ready to do what good one 
^can to relations, without thinking of what return 
they will make. I do, as you advise, court and 
converse with men able and willing to serve me. 
But, after this, you grow very pleasant, and talk of 
800/. Please 'to shew me in your next how you 
make out such a demand upon me, and you. shall 
have my serious answer to it. Your words are, 
" the full 800/. you owe me." You advise me to 
take care of my soul ; I do^ot know what you can 
think of yours, when you have and do with-hold 
from me your body. 

. I observe what you say of cousin Alexander, 
and shall be glad of his correspondence. I have 
not yet had any money as a Commissioner; but 
shall next week, and then will pay Betty's school- 
ing, &c. 

I inclose to you a letter from Morgan Davies, 

with * my answer on the back. I believe you had 

better conceal that. I send you his letter: you 

may be sure he shall have no consent of mine se- 

— parate from yours, for you rule me entirely. 

Your most obedient, humble husband and ser- 
vant. Rich. Steele. 

329- TO 
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3«9. TO LADY STEELE. 

iXBAE PRUE, FEB. 5, I7I6-I7. 

X WRITE without having any thing new to say, 
I am going to be very easy, God be thanked, in 
my affairs ; to throw off all hangers-on; put my debts 
in a regular way of payment, which I cannot im- 
mediately discharge; and try to behave myself 
with the utmost circumspection and prudence in 
all the duties of life ; especially c^ beings d^r Prue, 
your most obliged husband, and obedient humble 
servant. Rich. Steele. 


33a. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRU£, FEB. 9, IJl^-lJ, 

X SHALL observe your directions concerning Dick 
Philips ; but it gives me great indignation to ob- 
serve that you are forced to go to law for the balance 
of your accompt. I hope you take care of your 
health, and let nothing discompose you, that, when 
we meet, we may have healthy bodies and easy 
minds, and enjoy the comforts of life with tran- 
quillity. 

I am ever yours. Rich. Steele. 


EE 331. TO 
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331- TO LADY STEELE*. 

DEAR PRUE, FE?. l6, IJlffrlJ- 

OOBER or not, I am ever yours. 

Rich. Steele ^. 


332. TO I.ADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, FEB. 23, I7I6-I7. 

JL HAVE not any thing particular to say to-night, 
but that I am informed there will be, within a few 
days, farther changes at Court. Your children are 
-all very well. I wait with great impatience for the 
receipt of my money. There is forfeited money in 
town, but it is not yet in the Exchequer. ' 
I am, dear Prue, ever yours. Rich. Steele. 

* '' At Carmarthen, South Wales. Frank, Richard Steele." 
t This scrap, if it serves no other purpose, is at least a proof 
of the Writer's a£fectLon. 
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333. TO LADY STEELE. 

d£:ar PRu£4 FEB. 285 I7l6*-17* 

J. AM very well pleased with the behaviour of 
David * at Oxford, who has rendered himself very 
agreeable to all the Whig world, on a very proper 
occasion, at Oxon. He spoke contemptibly of the 
—Pretender in a public speech, and the Proctor 
thought fit to reprove him thereupon* The Bishop 
of Bangor "j- takes occasion to espouse him in this 
juncture* 

* David Scurlock, B. A. of Jesus College, Oxfotd ; wliete lie 
took the d^ree of M. A. May 10, 1717 ; one of the lecturers 
of Hackney, and vicar of Waltham St. Lawrence, Berks^j pre- 
ferred to Pottern, Wilts, In June 1726. He published seven 
single Sermons between 1720 and 174:8; one of which, 
preached at Walliligford, at an election of a Burgess to serve in 
Parliament, 1719-20, was printed, under the title of " Public 
Virtue the only Preservative of Liberty and Property j or. Sla- 
very the natural Consequence of Avarice and Corruption ; dedi- 
cated to Sir Richard Steele, Knt.'* For a Sermon which he 
preatihed at St. PauFs, 1733, at the tune the General Excise 
Bill was in agitation, " On speaking Evil of Governors'," he 
received the personal thanks of Sir Robert Walpole -, and in 
November 1733 appeared, '^ A Letter of Advice to the Rev* 
Mr. Scurlock,' occasioned by his extraordinary Sermon, preach- 
ed the 7th of October at St. Paul's. By a sturdy Beggar, 
Qtizen and Merchant of London.*' He died Aug. 21, 1768. 

f The following memorandiuh is transcribed from the hand" 
writing of Dr. Hoadly, when Bishop of Bangor. Mr. Scurlock 
having, in 1720, stood candidate for a City lecturesliip, the 
Bishop recommends him thus : " The good character I have 
heard of Mr. Scurlock from many very worthy and* respect- 
able persons, joined to my own personal knowledge of hiiUii 
induce me to recommend him to the parishioners of St. Peter le 
Poor. '* Benjamin Bangor, March 21, 1720." 

E E 2^ Your 
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-^ Your daughter Moll is noisy, Betty very grave, 
and Eugene very strong and lusty. 

We are not yet paid a farthing; when we are, 1 
shall send you down a receipt for Betty's schooling. 

Ever yours. Rich. Steele. 


334. TO LADY STEELE. 

« 

DEAR PRUE, MARCH 2, I7I6-I7, 

X USUALLY write to you the first thing I do on 
a post-day; but to-day company came in, and 
made me neglect it. Afterwards I^ was called 
abroad; then came home, and Budgell*, Benson -f-, 
and Fuller^, came in upon me to dinner. The 
two last stayed till the evening ; and Fuller car* 
ried me with him to the Play, from* whence I am 
now returned home. Your friend Keck^ was the 
finest, gayest figure there, and Captain Ferrers 
gallantly attending behind her. 

All your family is well. Good-night. 

I am, dear Prue, ever thine, 

Rich. Steele. 

* Eustace Budgell. 

t WilHam Benson, esq. Auditor of the Imprest. 
t See p. 395, note. 

§ This lady proved herself an excellent friend to one of 
Steele'* daughters, as appears from some subsequent lietters. 
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335. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DEAREST PRUE, 

AND BELOVED WIFE, &c. ^Undated.] 

X HAVE yours of the 7th iratant, which turns 
wholly upon my taking care of my health, and 
advice to forbear embarking too deeply in public 
matters; which you enforce by reminding me of 

^^ the ingratitude I have met with. I h&ve as quick a 
sense of the ill-treatment I have received as is con- 
sistent with keeping up my own spirit and good- 
humour. Whenever I am a malcontent, I will 
take care not to be a gloomy one ; but hope to 
keep some stings of wit and humour in my own de- 
fence. I am talking to my wife, and therefore may 

—speak my heart, and the vanity of it. I know, and 
you are witness, that I "have serve(I the Royal 
Family with an unreservedness due only to Heaven, 
and I am now (I thank my Brother Whigs) not 
possessed of twenty-shillings from the &vour of 
the Cqurt. The Playhouse it had been barbarity 
to deny at the Players' request; and therefore I 
do not allow it a favour. But I banish the very 
memory of these things; nor will I expect any 
thing but what I must strike out of myself. 

By Tuesday's post I think I shall be able to guesi 
when I shall leave the town, and turn all my thoughts 
to finish my Comedy*. You will find I have got 

* If this was Us ** Cooddous Loveips/* it seiuaii^ unfioished 
tiU 1721. 

so 
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SO much constancy and fortitude as to live my own — 
way (within the Fules of good-breeding and , de- 
cency) where-ever I am ; for I will not sacrifice 
your husband^ and the father of the poor bribes, to 
any one's humour in the woi'ld. But to provide for 
and do you good, is all my ambition. 

I have a list of 21 leases for the getting out 199I. 
8^. per annum. I have not yet heard of Mr, 
Philips. 

1 am, dear Prue, ever yours. Rich. Steele, 


n 


336. TO LADY STEELE. 

HAMPTON-COURT, 
DEARPRUE, MARCH l6, 1716-17. 

If you have written any thing to, me which I 
should have received last night, I beg your pardon 
that I cannot answer till the next post. The House 
of Commons will be very busy the next week ; and 
I had many things, public and private, for which 
I wanted four-and-twenty hours retirement, and 

^ thei-efore came to visit your son, I came out of 
town yesterday, being Friday, and shall return tch 
morrow. Your son, at the present writing, is 
mighty well employed, in tumbling on the floor of 
the room, and sweeping the sand with a feather. He 
grows a most delightful child, and very full of play 
^nd spirit. He is also ^ very great scholar : he can read 

— Jiis Primer ; and I have brought down my Virgil, 
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He makeS' most shrewd remarks upon the pictures. 
We are v^ery intimate friends and play-fellbws. He 
begins to be very ragged ; and I hope I shall be 
pardoi^ed iiF I equip him with new deaths and 
frocks^ or What Mrs. Eyans and I shall think for 
his service* 

I am, dear Prue, ever yours. 

Rich. Steele. 


337- TO LADY STEELE. , 

DEAR PRUE, MARCH IQ^ 1716-17. 

Mr. RICHARD PHILIPS was with me this 
morning ; and I signed the leases, to which I saw « 
your hand* This day has been a great affair io 
^ the House of Commons* Mr. Walpole, in very 
clear and excellent terms, laid before us the state of 
the Debt of the Nation ; and proposed a way, by 
lowering the interest given to the creditors of the "" 
kingdom, and other methods, to ease our oircum^ 
stances. J happened to be the only man in the 
House who spoke against it ^, because I did not 
think the way of doing it just. I believe the 
scheme will take place ; and, if it does, Walpole 
must be a very great man. 

I am very well pleased with the prospect from 
Mr. Gilimore's design ; and, from the integrity of 

* This is confirmed by the account of the debate in the '' Po- 
" Utical State" for March 1T16-17. 

-my 


I- 
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my intentions in all my actions, in great tmnquil^ 
litjr of mind. I ccaitract my sails every day ; and, 
when I recme my money, shall be in such a way 
as will sheiv that you and my little ones are al) 
my sincere delight. 
I am, dear Prue, ever yours. Rich. Steels* 


338, TO LADY STEELE, 

DEAR PRUE, FEB. 25, lyifi-iy. 

-- JL his goes to dear Prue, to comfort her in her 
absence from her husband. If she thinks the 
distance as painful as he does, hearing from him 
must be a great satisfaction. I am sure, as soon as 
I have made my affairs so easy as that we can be 
together without being interrupted ^ with worldly 
care, I shall put an end to the distance between 
us. I every day do something towards this, and 
next week shall pay off Madam Dawson. You 
shall have, within a few days, a state of my circum-r 

, stances, the prospect of bettering them, and the 
progress I have already made in this necessary 
work. The children do come on so well, that it 
would make even me covetous to put them in a 
condition equal to the good genius, I bless God, 
they seem to be of. Moll is the noisiest little 
creature in the world, and as active as a boy. Ma-^ 
dam Betty is the gravest of matrons in her airs 
and civilities, Eugene^ a most b^utiful and lusty 
thild, 

The 
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The JParliameat goes on but coldly ; but I hope 
there is a warmer spirit will soon appear in the 
service of this mtion^ which, possessed of the most 
aolid blessings^ sacrifices itself to trifles. 

Yours ever. Rich. Steeuu 


Bl 


339^ TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, [undated.] 

X OURS of the \ 8th lies before me ; and I am 
convinced that generous in my carriage should ra<« 
ther be^ what you call it^ thoughtless. As for the 
company I am to meet with^ I shall maintain a 

--general complaisance^ and think the sincerity of 
speaking all one thinks a great insult and injury to-r 
wards the rest of the world. I assure you^ we will 
have no quarrels on that score ; for^ as I owe every 
body civility, so I owe you to go on your own way ; 
nor will I debate with you on these subjects, but 
proceed in my own way. To shew you that I ain 
grown a very hard-hearted fellow, and fit for this 

•nwrorld, Mrs. Long * has been arrested ; and I have, 
upon her application, refused to concern myself in 
her afiairs. ^ It was, I think, a little confident in 
her to ask it of me ; and, in such cases, I think I 

* It might have been supposed that this was the celebrated 
Beauty recorded among the Kit-cat toasts^ who retired firom the 
world on account of pecuniary distress ) but it appears that 
«he died at Lynn, De<:. %\, VJU. See Swift's Works, 1808, voL 
XV. p. 313. 

may 
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may be as lK)ld to deny unreasonable things^ as 
they are to ask them. i' 

The Lords of the Treasury have ordered us some 
, money, and I shall husband it to the best ad- 
vantage^ to keep above this ill-natured world ; but 
it is a terrible circumsitance to have one's money 
due to others before it comes into one^s own hands. 
Dick Philips has been here -to-day ; and, after 
we had dined, I executed the^ leases. I am highly 
pleased and satisfied with your conduct ; and think 
you come up to the description in the Proverbs % of 
the good woman, of whom it is said, that her hus- 
band shall be honoured from her character. I do 
assure you, I am not ashained to tell you, that I 
submit my conduct to the imitation of yours, and 
shall take you with me in all matters of concern. 
You are to know, that I have been casting about 
how to turn a kind inclination towards xne at pre- 
sent into what is. solid. ITiere is an estate forfeited 
^ to the King, ^©f looL a year, by one who died for 
murder. It is a thing I have come to the know- 
ledge of by the bye; and* believe I shall have a 
grant of it, to help me out of the inconyeniencies 
my. zeal brought upon me, and I have not yet re- 
covered. One d6es not know what fate any letter 
, may meet with ; therefore I can never find in my 
I heart to commit secrets to paper. But take it for 
; granted, I shall hereafter shew very httle romance 
in the temper and conduct of, dear Prue, 
Your most aflfectionate husband, ' 

and most obedient servant, 

Rich, Steele, 

* Chap, jcd 23. 

340/ TO 
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340. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, [undated.} 

1 HAVE yours^ Vherein you mention Fuller, and 
the account you hav6 that he shewed an insolent 
--joy at his wife's death. I do not set up to excuse 
his conduct towards his wife, but shall take care of 
mine towards my own. 

— You tell me you want a. little flattery from me, 
I assure you I know no one who deserves so much 
commendation ?is yourself, and to whom saying the 
best things would be so little like flattery. The 
thing speaks itself, considering you as a very hand^ 
some woman that loves retirement, one who does 
not want wit, and yet is extremely sincere ; and so 
I could go through all the vices which attend the 
good qualities; of other people, of which you are 
exempt. But, indeed, thougK you have every per- 
fection, you have one extravagant fault, which al- 
most frustrates the good in you to me ; and that is, 
--that you do not love to dress, to appear, to shine 
out, even at my request, and to make me proud of 
you, or rather to indulge the pride I have that you 
are mine. This is all I wish changed in you ; which 
I hope you will bring about, and condescend to be, 
what Nature made you, the most beauteous and 
most agreeable of your sex, at the instance of, dear 
Prue, 

Your most afiectionate, obsequious husband, 

^ Rich. Steele. 

A quarter of Molly's schooling is paid. 

Jhe children are perfectly well. 

341. TO 
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341. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MARCH 23, IJlS-lJ. 

X WRITE by your order, though I have nothing 
new. My money is not yet come to hand ; and I 
am very impatient for it, because I would shew you, 
as soon as it is in my power, a reformation in the 
management of expence. I am, dear Priie, 
Your most eb^ient, obliged husband. 

Rich. Sfeele, 


348. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DEAREST PRUE, MARCH 26, 1 7 1 J^ 

J. HAVE received yours, wherein you give me 
the sensible affliction of letting me know of the 
continual pain in your head. I could not meet with 
necessary advice ; but, according to the description 
you give me, I am confident washing your head in 

-cold water will ^ure you; I mean, having water 
poured on your head, and rubbed with an hand, 
from the crown , of your head to the nape of your 
neck. When I lay in your place, and on your pil- 
low, I assure you, I fell into tears last night, to 
think that my charming little insolent might be 

-. then awake and in pain ; and took tt tQ be a sin to 
go to sleep. 

For 
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Fdr this tender passion towards you^ I must be 
contented that your Prueskip will condescend to call 
yourself my well-wisher. I am going abroad^ and 
write before I go out^ lest accidents should happen 
to prevent my writing at all. If I can meet with 
ferther advice for you, I will send it in a letter to 
Alexander. I am. 

Dear Prue, ever thine, Rich* Steele. 


343- TO LADY STEELE. 

DEARPRUE, MARCH 30, I7I7. 

1 HE omission of last post was occasioned by my 
attendance on the Duke of Newcastle, who was i« 

-the chair at the Kit-cat. Be so good as to forgive 
me. We have not yet one shilling from the Com-^ 
mission, though 750/. is become due; nor indeed 
know we when to expect it. I hope, however,- 
within few days to take up as much money as will 

^ pay off all hangers-K>n, and to have no more for the 
future. I pant for leisure and tranquillity, which I 
hope to enjoy when we meet again. I am, 

DearPrue, 

Your most obedient, affectionate, 

faithful husband. Rich. Steele^ 


344. TO 


V 
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344. TO LADY STEELE, 

DEAR PRUE, APRIL 2, 17 17' 

JL AM just come from a Parliamentary Club ; and 
can only say all your family is well, especially he 
who is ever yours. Rich. Steele- 


ttm 


345. TO LADY STEELE- 

DEAR FRUE, APRIL 9, 1717- 

^ -I- WRITE, according to your advice, before I go 
out in the morning ; and indeed the House of Com- 
mons sit so late , that what with that, and being 
carried off to dinner *, one is apt to run into tHe ex- 
pence of the whole day, without having an hour to 
send to one's best friend. I gave Mrs. Evans the 
part of your letter, but there is no occasion for that 
caution ; the child, in her eyes, and every where 
else, is in perfect good health. God be thanked, 

' the rest are in the same condition ; and we want 
nothing here but the receipt of money. I dined 
yesterday in Chancery-lane; and, after dinner, 
visited Mr. Keck, who is very well, and much your 
Ladyship's servant. Keep up your spirit ; and let 
us live like a man and woman that love when we 
next meet. I embrace you ; and am 

Your most affectionate, and most obliged 

humble servant. Rich. Steele, 

* What would Sir Richard have said to the prese&t hour» 
of sitting and of dining ? 

346. TO 
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346. TO LADY STEELE *. 


DEAR PRUE, [undated.} 

J. AM^ as you observe, still in town, and have 
your rall)dng letter. The claims of the fair sex 
are, you say, unaccountable. It is well for you 
they are ; for, I assure you, I think you both the 
fairest and the best of women. 

I have been much at home and alone since we 
parted. I am come to a resolution of making my 
three children my partners; and will constantly lay 
up something out of all receipts of money for each 
of them, in a box bearing the name of the little one 
to whom it belongs. » 

Betty grows tall, and has the best air I ever saw 
in any creature of her age. 

I am going to dine with the Speaker. Things 
at C!ourt seem to be in a very uncertain way. 

I am, dear Prue, eternally yours. 

Rich. Steele. 

* " At Carmarthen, South Wades." Frank, Rkhard Steek. 
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347. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEA&PRUE^ APRIL 10, 1717- 

IT is now Wednesday ; tod, meeting with your 
letter, I write now, lest I should pot have leisure 
to-morrow, when our Board are to meet very early. 
Now as to your letter. You say I am reported a -^ 
Tory. You know I have always an unfashionable 
thing, called Conscience, in all matters of judicature 
or justice. There happened, a little while ago, a 
Petition to be brought into^the House of Commons 
from the Roman-catholics, praying relief as to point 
of time, and the meaning of certain clauses which 
affected them. When there was a question just 
ready to be put upon this, as whether it should be 
rejected or not, I stood up, and said to this pur- 
pose : 

Mr. Speaker, 
I cannot but be of opinion, that to put severi^ 
ties upon men merely on account of Religion is a 
most grievous and unwarrantable proceeding. But^ ' 
indeed, the Roman-catholics hold tenets which are 
inconsistent with the being and safety of a Protes- 
tant people ; for this reason We are justified in lay-* 
ing upon them the penalties which the Parliament 
has from time to time thought fit to inflict : but. 
Sin let us not pursue Roman-catholics with the 
spirit of Roman-catholics, but act towards them 
with the temper of our own Religion. If we do so, 
we shall not expect them to ^lo any thing in less 

time 


u 
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time than is necessary to do it, or to conduct them* 
Selves by rules which they do not understand/' &c. 

When I had adventured to saty this, others fol- 
lowed ; and there is a Bill directed for the relief of 
the petitioner^. I suppose this gave an handle to 
the feme of my being a Tory ; but you m«y, per* 
haps, by this time, have heard that I am turned 
Presbyterian ; for the same day> in a meeting of a 
hundred Parliament men, I laboured as fnuch for 
the Protestant Dissenters. 

— Now for the news^ Mr. Walpole^ Mr. Methuen^ 
and Mr. Pulteney, have resigfaed their offices. Mri 
Stanhope is to go into the Treasury. Mr. Addison 
and Lord Sunderland are to be Secretaries of State. 
Lord Townshend is removed from Lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland ; he is to be ^ succeeded by the Duke of 
Bolton : and the Duke of Newcastle to be Lord- 
chamberlain. We have g6t no money. 

I recover very fest of my gouty lameness ^ and> 
npv^ I am in a better way, I own to you I have had 
a sad time^ scarce ever well of the gout since we 
parted. 

The children aflid ati your family are well. God 
bless you. Rich. Steels. 

As sootk as I hxve inonejr, I will have Pall-Mall 
searched for a house. 


F.-F 348. TO 
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34fi. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. James's; 

DEARPRUE^ APRIL 13, 1717. 

We are here all well.' They tell me I shall be 
something in the new changes ; but what, I know 
not, nor do I care [but] as it may make me with 
mone comfort and pleasure 
Your most obedient servant, 

and loving husband. Rich. Steele. 


349- TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, APRIL l6, 1 7 1 7 . 

"Jl DINED this day with Mr. Secretary Addison, 
who received, the seals of office last night. 

The emplo)nnent of Commissioner, by the act 
which constitutes the commission, forbids my hav- 
ing any other office. But I am not 6ut of humour, 
&c. I am. 

Your most affectionate, obedient husband. 

Rich. Steele. 


350. TO 


i 
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350. TO LADY STEELE. 

I 

DEAR PRUE, [undated^] 

X HAD a letter froni Mr. Scurlock, coolly sayings 
' you ordered him to let me know you were indis-^ 
posed^ and could not write. 

I expect more fondness; and that you say^ at 
leasts some kind thing to me under your own hand 
. every post* The Lords of the Treasury, when they 
went out of their post, ordered half-a-yearV salary 
to our Commission ; and when that comes out of 
the managers' hands, from the estates forfeited, we 
shall be paid ; and that, I believe, will be about a 
fortnight hence. In the mean time, I want it sorely, 
to pay off niany things, and keep something by me, 
if ever I can bring myself to that oeconomy. 

You have the kindest of husbands. 

Rich. Steele. 

I am very lame^ but in good health otherwise. 


im 


... 351. TO LADY STEELE. 

f 

DBARPRUfi, APRIL Ip, 1717. 

JiOUR family and children are in good health. 
We have half-a*3rear'£^ salary ordered to our Com- 
mission, which will be paid as socm as our Country 

FF.2 Receivers 
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Receivers can remit it out of Lancashire ; which is . 
all that at present occurs to, Madam, 
Your biost obsequious, faithful husband. 

Rich- Steele. 
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I 

MT bEAll PRUE, AFHIL S3, 1717- 

HAVE yours, which is full of good sense, and 
shews in you a true greatness of mind. But at the 
Same time that, according to your advice, I shun ' 

"-all engagements "which may ensnare my integrity, 
i am to seek all occasions of profit . that are consist- 
ent with it. Little Molly, who is in the house 

^with me, is a constant dun to get money; (ot it 
gives my imagination the severest wound when I 
consider that she, or any, of my dear innocents, with 
nothing but their mere innocence to plead for them^ 
should be exposed to that world, which would not 
so much as repair the losses and sufferings of their 
poor father, after all his zeal and supererogatory ser- 
vice. You say well, *^ it will be well for them to 
have it to sajr their father kept Ws integrity ;** but 
if they say, at the same instant, he left us compe- 
tent estates, it will be so far from lessenings that it 
will advance his character. But I shall not spend 
much time to convince ytm tlia* it is a good thing 
ta get money, but srfeiimly promise yoti 1 will no 
more omit any -fair opportunity of dbmg it. 

You 
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You writ to me some tixxSe ago to orda: you a 
news-paper ; I hare done ao^ and the letter from 
the Secretary's office also will come every post to 
you- 

The scene of business will be very warm at the 
next session ; but my lesson is so' short (that of folr 
lowiBg my conscienoe)^ that I shall go throu^ the 
storm lyithout losing a wink of sleep. I have told 
you, in a former letter, that ever since you wend; I 
'^ have been almost as great a cripple as your dear 
mc^er was * ; and indeed I recover mighty slowly. 
I take your advice of .temperance ; and am, with my 
whole heart. 

Yours for ever. Rich. Stbale. 

Mr. Gillmore's affair is quite finidiad ^th great 
success, insomuch that Sir Isaac Newton is desirous 
the machine may stand at his house, and be carried 
from thence to the Parliament. Beikson, Gillmove^ 
and I, meet to-morrow, to concert all matters re- 
lating to it against the Housq of Commons meet 
again, which is on the 6th of May. 


S53- TO LADY STEELE. 

jDEAii PEUE, [undated.] 

Jl have your^, with your advice against tempta- 
tion, &c* All I can av^^r is, that t have learned a 
language^ and written a book, to keep me out qf 

« This k ^ ^t intiiBailio& of Mrs. Scvi3io(^ 

vaiiitie^« 
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.vanities ^. All shall be done as fast as I can. Yoti 
have here inclosed what you directed I should send 
for Morgan Davies, 

Thus far I writ on Saturday last ; but went to 
Mrs. Clayton's-!*', and, with some people there, 
went to Court, and was detained so as not to be 
. able to get away to dispatch my letter to you, for 
which I b^ your pardon. If I do not do my busi- 
ness just now, I must be contented to go on in the 
beaten dull road, and aim no more at lively strokes. 
^ Oh, Prue, you are very unkind in writing ip so 
eool a strain, to the warmest, tendeiest heart that 
ever woman commanded. I am, deaf Prue, 

Your most obedient husband, 

and moat humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

I have directed the cream of tartar ^^ To Mr, 
Al^ander Scurlock." 


354. TO LADY STEELE. 

, dear prue, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24> 17 17, 

J. HAVE a letter from your Secretary ;|:, intimat-^ 
ing.you were going to see the entry of the Judges, 

* Steele assigns this^ among other reasons^ for the publica- 
tion of his little book. Intituled, " The Christian Hero." 

f Afterwards Lady Sundon, bed-chamber woman and fHend 
of Queen Caroline. In the Ufe of Bishop Hoadly, prefixed to 
his Works, are many letters from that worthy Prelate to Mrsi^ 
Clayton. 

I Either Mrs. Bevsuois^ or Mr. Alexander Scurlock. 
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and could not write yourself. I would not use so 
harsh a phrase a? expect, though I have formerly- 
taken the liberty of that word when it concerned a 
Queen * ; but I beseech you, whta you have 
health, to employ your own fair hand to. Madam, 
Your' most obliged and affectionate husband. 

Rich. Steele. 


355. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, APRIL «6, I7I7. 

' X AM . much obliged to you for so long a letter in 
your own hand-writing. I am glad you are any 
way got out of Davies's clutches ; there is no possi- 
bility of escaping out of such claws without loss of 
some blood. I am trying to get out of hucksters* 
hands here also. 

It is not possible to describe to you the perplexi- 
ties into which the business of this Nation is 
plunged ; and it is a melancholy reflection, that one 
has no comfort in considering the afiairs of this 
distressed people, but as ill-usage and a general 
corruption abate one*s concern for the pubUck. 

Yours ever, JliCH. Steele. ' 

* In hw ." Crisis." 


35(5. TO 
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356. TO LADY STEELE- 

DEAR PRUE, APRIL 3O, I7I7, 

x OURS^ without dute^ lies before me. I am 
sorry you . give yourself any inquietude about the 
frivolous little humours of others. Th^re is a plain 
afiable way of actings without engaging one's self 
with much concern, which you understand wejl 
enough if you please. I take Sir Thomas Stepney *- 
to be a fair, worthy gentleman, and in the interest 
of his country. ^ 

That this may find you in ease and tranquillity, 
is the hearty prayer of your afieptionate husband^ 
?^3id most humble servant, Rich, Stipele, 


^^^^^^ * ^^^^^^ * 


357- TO LADY STEELE, 

i 

J>BAR PRUB, [may 1, I7I7.] 

Jl OU never date your letters, which very mucl^ 
perplexes me. To avoid the same fault, I tell yoii 
that I have just received yours on Wednesday evaRi- 
ing, May the 1st, and sit down to answer now I 
am alone and at leisure. I am heartily concerned 
for your eyes. I have often told you, I believe you 
|iave used enchantments to enslave me ; for an ex- 

* Sir Thomas Stepney^ bart ^as then one of tbe m^oabers^ 
for the county of Canoarthen. 

pressiof\ 
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pression in yiours of good Dick has put me in so — 
much rapture, that I could forget my present most 
miserable lameness, and walk down to you, I have 
pit this tjme interest enough to do what you ask for 
iBandy; but I do not ask Mr. Secretary Addison 
any thing. Gillmore dined with me to-day, . when • 
B^son was expected, but did not come, to our 
great uneasiness ; for we were to have taken mea- 
sures to bring the matter into Parliameht, and con- 
certed every thing else relating to the machine^ 
which is a most prodigious work. 

My Lord Cadogan, who is now in the first de- 
gree of favour, sat with me here the other night 
^bove an hour, I should, by his great frankness 
and generosity of mind, be rightly irecommende(Jl 
and represented j but my d^repid condition spoils 
all. The motiey is not yet come to hand, which -^ 
inakes me very uneasy^ and out of patienoe, 
' I think the affair which Sandy asks for^ is to be^ 
surveyor of glass windows for Carmarthen, and, an 
adjacent county. I had not interest in the Treasury 
till this new commission * was constituted ; but 
think there is not one in it that would not be ready 
to do me a little favour. 

My dear Utde peevish, beautiful, wise governess, 
God bless you. Rich. Steele. 

I dt) Jiot wri^e news to you, because I have 6r-. 
dered the letter from the Secretary's office to be sent 
to y^m con^tontly, 

* The then Lords-<;oimnissionera were^ Viscount Stanhope^j 
Lord Torringtonj with John Wallop> George Baillie, jind 
ffhooiaB Micklett^Wjrte, csqukes. 

T«pjRS0AY^ 


V 
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THURSDAY, 3 IN THE AFTERNOON, 
MAY 2, 1717- 

. I had a very painful night last night, but, after a 
little chocolate an hour or two ago, and a chicken 
for dinner, am much more at ease. 
Yoijr servant. Rich. Steele. 


- 358. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MAY 7, I7I7. 

X AM glad to hear, by a letter from your cousin, 
that you are well : but have taken physic this morn- 
ing, and cannot hold down my head to paper ; 
therefore hope you will excuse 
Your faithful, obliged husband. 

Rich, Steele. 


5S 


359. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MAY 9, I7I7. 

A HAVE intelligence from Carmarthen that you 
are well at Blancorse. Upon serious reflection, 
your not giving me one line yourself is such a slight 
notice of me, that indeed I will not write to you 
hereafter but in answer to your own hand. If Sandy 

tells 


EPISTOLAinr CORRESPONDENCE. 443 

tells me that ^^ you are well f I will repartee, ^^ I 
am well/' to him, without farther pains-taking. 

I was forced to lie last night at a lodging next door 
to Mr. Wilks, in Covent-garden. 

The children and all your family are wejil. 
Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 




3ffo. TO LADY STEELE. 

I 

DEAR PRUE, MAY 1 1 , 1 7 1 7, 

1 HAVE a letter from Blancorse of the 6th, 
from Mr. Sandy. You migtit have made use of the 
game conveyance. I cannot, nor will I, bear such 
apparent neglect of me ; and, therefore, if you do 
not write yourself, except you are not well, I will 
iiot write to you any more, than by telling your ^ 
Secretary, " I am well,'' &c. 

ypurs. Rich. Sieem. 


36L TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, [undated.] 

1 AM under much mortification from not having 
^ letter from you yesterday ; but will hope that the 
distance from the post, now you ar^ at Blancorse, 
}s th^ occasion. 

I love 
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I love y<m with the most ardent a^^ion^ nni 
very often mn over little heats that have sometimes 
happened between us' with tears in my eye3. I 
think no man living has so good, so discreet a wo- 
man to his wife as myself; and I thank you for the 
pern^erance in urging me incessantly to have done 
with the herd of indigent unthankful people, who 
have made me neglect those who should have been 
piy c^re from the first principle of charity. 

J have been very importunate for justice to the 
endeavours I hav$ used to serve the publick ; and 
hop^ I shall very soon have such reparation as will 
give me agreeable things to say to you at our meet- 
ing ; which God grant to you and your most obse- 
quious husband, JIich. Steele. 


\ s. 


363. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DIL4R, HONOURED, LOVELY PRUE, 

[undated,] 

X YEl^TERDAY received two letters from you by 
the same post, and am comforted from the fisar of 
your want of health, which I thought occasioned 
the omission of a letter, The letter wherein you 
speak of the lOoL remitted to Mrs, Clark has no 
date, which always creates puzzles, I highly ad-r 
ipire and honour you for your good conduct in 
--udcaring your estate ^d paying your debts. No^ 
^n^ on my part shadl be omitted, to render you 

, cheaxfu^ 


I 
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chearful in your ehd&ivours for our common' good r 
for I design to allow you to be the head-piece, and. 
give as much into your power as I can, which \% 
but justice to the good and skilful use you have 
made of the power already reposed in you. 

The poor Spanish horse is dead ; the mule I shall - 
make a present of to a young gentleman who is fond 
of him. I expect a horse fit for my own riding in re- 
turn. I gave Mrs. Evans your letter ; her brother- 
in-law is at present very ill, so that she cannot 
make any resolution. You ask about my chariot. 
Fuller made me a present of a very good one : the 
old one, with ten pounds, will purchase a good 
chaise. Depend upon it, I abhor debt as much as 
tr^son. Ever yours. Rich. Steele. 

You may be sure I ,have said nothing to Dick 
Philips which I should not have said, &c« 


S63. TQ LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MAT 14, 1717« 

X HAVE your kind letter 6f May 7, which was 
a great pleasure to me. I begin to think I shall 
have my limbs very soon again, for I am in an- 
unusual freedom in my faculties. If you have bu- 
siness to do in the country, do it, for things here are! 
not yet in so good a way as I hope they will be soon. 
You must not put me of£ with excuses for want of 
paper, Since I send you every post a sheet to answer 

with. 
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vfiihy inclosed ' with that I write to you. 1 am^ 
dear Prue^ ever yours^ Rich. St££lb« 


364. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MAY l8, I?!/. 

X WAS mightily pleased with a ktter under your 
hand^ for the length of which I thank you. I do 
not insist upon long epistles ; but to have a line is 
absolutely necessary to keep up our spirits to each 
other. I am obliged to you for your inclination 
towards the girls, and the thought of taking up the 
mortgage. You bid me write no cross stuff. I-^ 
ask no unreasonable things^ to keep me in good hu- 
mour. I cannot imagine what you and your cousiii 
can have disagreed so much about ; but she is my 
relation as she is yours. I am wonderfully re- 
covered to what I was. 

Eugene^ Betty, and Molly, are in perfiect health. 
Ever yours. Rich. Steele. 

Mrs. Clark has just now been here. She pleads 
poverty ; and I have promised her, as soon as I get 
money, to pay her the interest which was due on 
the fifty pounds which you have paid off. 


^65. TO 
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365. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUB, MAY 22^ l717* 

JL OUR son is now with me, very merry, in rags ; 
which condition I am going to better, for he shall 
have new things immediately. He is extremely 
pretty^ and has his face sweetened with something 
—of the Venus his motlvet, which is no small delight 
to the Vulcan who begot him *. 
Ever yours, , Rich. Steele. 


3B6. TO LADY STEELE. 


DEAR PRUE, 


MAY 22; 1717. 


X HAVE yours of the l8th, and am always pleased 
when X see any thing under your fair hand : but, 
by the way, I expect the sheet of paper I send to 
you sent up to me in the next letter, and not such 
scandalous half sheets. The report of exempting 
me from pay is false; for five hundred pounds, 
^^ for the time the Commission was in Scotland,'* is 
already ordered me, which I daily expect to re- 
ceive. As for your staying all the winter, I long to - 
see you, and We will jiever part again till death 
separate us. Benson is so busy with great men 


* See Letter 369, p. 450. 


that 


« 

that Gillmore's affair * is retarded by it. 1 will 
say nothing about my coming down till I see fur- 
ther about the duration of this session of Parliament* 
I am ever yours, Rich, Steele. 

Lest you should not read well the interlineation -f-, 
1 8ay, the five hundred pounds ordered me is for the 
time th^ Commissioil was itt Scotland. 


367. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, [undated.] 

IF you knew how glad I am to see a long letter 
from you, I dare say, as fantastically shy as you are 
of doing any thifig that should make your husband 

^think you love him, you would oftener afford me 
that pleasure^ When Jonathan answers my 
letters, I shall know what to do ; but, if I thought 
quite so ill of him as the rest of his relations do, I 
should wholly decline the thought of serving him. 
1 never had any thought of making an expence at 
Carmarthen but on a fairer pro^ct than I ever 
yet saw. 

I have had abundance of reflection since we 
parted ; and, in the future part of my life, you will 

^find me a very reserved man, and clear of all 

* Tkis tefers to one of Sif RidhartTB prqj«cUy. alluded to' ia 
, ibany of tbe preceding aod siibaeqaent ktters^ for wUeh^ m hm» 
ITIS^ be obtained a patent> wbence be derived ultimately no 
' ad\'antage. 

t The vfords marked in p. 447> by inverted commas. 

hangers-on 
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haiigers«on. I find, by all the care and industry 
which a man uses for others, if they are beholden 
to your pocket, they are only ashamed they were 
obliged to you, and leave your interest, • I shall, 
therefore, hereafter make my expence upon my own 
way of living, and my own household apd little 
family. Though my Wife gives herself whimsical 
airs of saying, ^^ if she is unworthy, yet the chilr 
dren"— I say, though you talk of the children, if I 
will not mind you ; I tell you — ^they are dear to me 
more that they are yours, than that they are mine : 
for which I know no reason, but that I am, in 
spite of your Ladyship's coynesses snd particula- 
rities, utterly yours. Rich. Steele. 


ssasaasssBarae 


368. TO LADY IST££L£. 

DEAR PRUE, , MAY 2?, 1 7 1 7 . 

L O shew you how little I deserve or understancf 
what you mean by Mrs» Bevans's insolence, or Mr. 
Philips*s wrongs to you, I make no answer to such 
unreasonable intimations, as if they were supported 
by me. I assure you, my head is too ftiU at pre- 
sent, to enter into what it is impossible ibr me, at 
this distance, to apprehend. » 

I wish I could make you easy : I am sure 1 would 
do it ; for I have up tranquillity when I think you 
are under any discomposure. 

I am ever yours^ RiCHi Steele. 

G G 3^9. TO 
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S69. TO LAIXY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MAY 30, 17^7' 

I HAVE yours, wherein you rally about Venus 
and Vulcan *. I do not doubt but I shall see you 
as fine a lady as ever you were. I am sure I shall 
think you so: but complacency, and a little regard 
to a poor decrepid creature, ungratefully and 
barbarously used, I should think, you owe me as 
a Whig, if jiot a!^ a wife. / / / 

This day there comes on in the House of <^om- 
mons a debate -f-, whether the Earl of Oxford 
should be tried, and when. I am going thither 
out of curiosity. I am, dear Prue, ever yours. 

Rich. Steele!. 


370. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JUNE 11, 1717. 

X HAVE yours of the 5th instant, for which I 
heartily thank you. rYour expedient of Nurse Jer- 
vase is a very rough medicine; but your own kind 
letters are a safe and a pleasant cure against such 
evils as you, in raillery, seem to apprehend. I 
writ^ this from Richmond, where I have been since 
yesterday morning at a lodging near Wilks;};, who^j 
I believe, will bring matters to bear so as that there 

* See Letter 365, p. 447. 

f See an Account of it in '' PoKtic^ State/* vol. 13, p. 724. . 

1 His brother IMbnager at the Theatre. 

* . -^-!^ , will 
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will be no play-house but ours; allo^wingRich*, who 
is almost Iwroke, a salary while there is but one house. 
I am in hopes, one way or other, let the cour- 
tiers do as unthankfuUy as they please, I shall 
pick up a comfortable fortune. When I said I 
would do towards you as to all mankind, you^ere 
to understand, that if I am hard upon no j)art of 
mankind, I shall not be so towards the nearest Re- 
lation in nature, a good AVife. Do not talk of Love 
taking leave of an object ; I tell you I love you to 
dots^e^. 

Gillmore is here with me ; I took him to talk over 
our affairs, which I doubt not will succeed -j-. I 
am going to Xondon, \Yhence you shall hear how 
the family does. 

JUNE 11, ST. James' s-sTREpr, 

HALF-HOUR AFTER NINE. 

* I am just returned hither, where I find all thii^s 
in good order, alnd your children in perfect health. 
Your most obedient and obsequious husband, 

Rich. Steele* 

* Afterwards the celebrated Manager of another Theatre, 
t Mr. Gilhnore's place of abode was at Nettleton in Wilt- 
shire. The curious may find more information relative to this ' 
ingenious tnan in the " Account of the Fish-pool, consisting of 
a Description of the Vessel so called, lately invented and built 
for the Importation of Fish alive, and in good health,* from parts 
however distant : a proof of the Imperfection of the Well-boat 
hitherto used in t}ie Fishing Trade : the true Reasons why Ships 
become stiff or crank in sailing ; with other Improvements, very 
.useful to aU Persons concerned in Trade and Navigation : like- 
wise a Description of the Carriage intended for a Conveyance of 
ilsh by Land, in the same good Condition as in the Fish-pool 
by Sea. By Sir Richard Steele, and Mr. Joseph Gillmore, Ma- 
thematician 3*' dedicated to the. Hon. Sir John Ward, Lord Mayor 
of London 3 first printed in 1718. j re-published, with the Town 
Talk, &c. 1790, 8vo. . • 

GG 2 
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371. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JUNE 15, IJIJ* 

X AM heartily glad my letter, which you received 
on Whitsuntide,' was so agreeable to you. It is 
indeed in our power to make each other as happy 
as mortals are capable of being. I have, in pur- 
suance of the resolution I told you of, parted with 
my new man, and have now only Willmot. If 
you think Sam would recover here, it is well to send 
him ; but 1 cannot tell when I can leave the town, 
because the trial of my Lord Oxford will prolong the 
session : the Managers for that purpose were nam^d 
yesterday. 

^ I have been a little intemperate, and discom- 
posed with it ; but I will be very sober for the 
future, especially for the sake of the most amiable 
and most deserving woman, who has made me her 
Happy slave and obedient husband. 

Rich. Steele. 


372. TO LADY STEELE- 

< 

DEAR PRUE, JUNE 20, \^\T * 

1 HAVE yours of the 14th, and am infinitely 
obliged to you for the length of it. I do npt know 
another whonji I could commend for that circum- 
stance ; but^ where we entirely love, the continuance 

of 
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of any thing they do to please us is a pleasure. 
As for your Relations ; once for all, pray tak^ it for 
granted^ that my regard and conduct towards all and 
singular of them shall be as you direct. 

I hope, by the grace of God, to continue what 
you wish me, every way an honest man. My 
wife and my children are the objects that have 
wholly taken up my heart ; and as I am not invited 
or encouraged in any thing which regards the pub- 
lick, I am easy under that neglect or envy of my 
past actions, and chearfully contract that diffusive 
spirit within the interests of my own family: You 
are the head of us ; and I stoop to a female reign, 
as being naturally made the slave of beauty. But, 
to prepare for our manner of living when we are 
again together, give me l^ve to say, while I am here 
at leisure, and come to lie at Chelsea, what I think 
may contribute to our better way of living. I very 
much approve Mrs. Evans and her husband; and, 
if you take my advice, I would have them have a 
being in our house, and Mrs. Clark the care and 
inspection of the nursery. I would have you en* 
tirely at leisure, to pass your time with me, in di* 
versions, in books, in entertainments, and no man- 
ner of business intrude upon us but at stated times : 
for, though you are made to be the delight of my 
eyes, and food of all my senses and faculties, yet a 
turn of care and house-wifery, and I know not 
what prepossession against conversation-pleasures, 
robs me of the witty and the handsome woman, to 
a, degree not to be expressed. I will work my 
brains and fingers to procure us plenty of all things ; 
and demand nothing of you but to take delight in 

agreeable 
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-agreeable dresses, chearfiil discourses, and gaf 
sights, attended by me. This may be done, by 
putting the kitchen and the nursery in the hands 
I propose ; and I shall have nothing to do but to 
pass as much time at home as I possibly can, in the 
best company in the world *. We cannot tell here 
what to think of the trial of my Lord Oxford ; if 
the Ministry are in earnest in that, and I should 
see it will be extended to a length of time, I will 
leave thein to themselves, and wait upon you. 

Miss Moll grows a mighty beauty, and she shall be 
very prettily dressed, as likewise shall Betty and 
Eugene ; and, if I throw away a little money in 
adorning my brats, I hope you will forgive me. 
They are, I thank God, all very well ; and the 
charming form of their mother has tempered th^ 
likeness tbey bear to their rough sire ; who is, with 
the greatest fondness. 

Your most obliged and most obedient husband. 

Rich.. Steele, 


373. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JUNE 21, I7J7. 

1 HAVE yours of the 17th, and am beholden to 

--you that you will be persuaded to dress when I 

am with you. As for my share about the brats, 

Gillmore's affair goes on so happily, that I am in 

* This company be did not long enjoy 5 for he was deprived 
of it by death next year, not long after Lady Steele's return to 
London. 

no 
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no manner of doubt but I shall be able to do 
amply for them. I like your expression about 
immortality, and know our happiness in next 
life will depend very much upon qur behaviour 
to each other iii this. We may promote or 
interrupt each other on the way thither by out 
conduct ; and^ as I do not doubt your part to me, 
so I hope you will not mine to you. As for my 
vivacities, they are changed into chearful endeavours 
for the good of my family. I never can, I own at 
the same time, be what they call thoroughly frugal ; 
but my expence shall be at home, in a plentiftil 
supply of all things for you and the brats, with' 
regard to pleasures as well as i\ecessaries. 

Mr. Hoadly, the Bishop of Bangor, has, in the 
Sermon * for which he is so ill-treated, done like 
an Apostle, and asserted the true dominion estab- 
lished by our Blessed Saviour. 

I am, dear Prue, 
Your most affectionate, obliged, obedient, husband. 

Rich. Steele. 

s 

* This was the famous Sei^mon on " the Nature of the King* 
dom or Church of Chiist^" preached before the King/ March 
31, 1717 7 which gave birth to the well-known Bangorian Con- 
troversy. In the preface to a volume of Sermons published in 
1754, in which this discourse* is preserved. Bishop Hoadly says, 
'* At whose request it was commanded to be published, I know 
not ; but 1 know that it was not, either directly or indirectly, 
from any desire of mine.**—*' An Account of all the conside- 
rable I\impldets, Stc^ with occasional Observations by Pilana||;«v 
npstes Qericus,'* was published in 1711^' 

-|; See p. 458. ' ' ' ' 
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374. TO LADY STEELE. 

DRAR PRUE, CHELSEA, JUNE 24, I?!?* 

* 

I RECEIVED a letter from you without date. 
Your first article is about Sam, for whom you have 
the inclosed advice. There was no danger of my 
being a Manager against Lord Oxford without I had 
sought it, which I was far from doing ; so far from 
that, that I had not the curiosity to be there to- 
day, which was the first day of his trial *. I am 
at Chelsea, with my books ; and, by the help of 
God, will, for the future, avoid all odious ofiices, 
except where the safety of my Country is imme- 
diately cpncerned, I wish the behaviour of selfish 
and unskilful people may not put us into the danger 
which we ^scapd only by the intervention of Pro-7 
videnee, 

I have been at Chelsea ever since Saturday, 
and have enjoyed great satisfaction in my so- 
litude, Betty and Molly were with me here yes- 
ternight, that is, on Sunday evening ; they were 
very good company, and I treated them with straw-* 
berries and cream, and, according to my fond way> 
ate more than both of them, ^ 

I do not design to be at the House of Commons 
during the trial ; but pass my time, while it lasts, 
in what will, I hope, bring a krge sum of money in 
the winter. 

I am glad your opinion falls in with miil^:? a3 to 
parting with Dymock, &c. 

I am dear Prue, ever yours, 

Rich. Steele, 

375. TO 


I 
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375. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PR UE, JUNES/, l/l?. 

AM very uneasy upon not hearing from you last 
post. I have a great deal of merry and agreeable 
things to say ; but the terror of my letters finding 
you out of order, makes me forbear any such un- 
seasonable gaiety. Pray write without fail next 
post, if you are able. You will best judge of the 
inclosed. 

I am your most humble servant, and obedient 
husband. Rich. Steele* 


Y 


376. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 2, 17 1/. 

OURS of the 25th of last month is inquisitive 
whether the affair of Gillmore passes the House this 
present Session of Parliament. We have examined 
into the n^essary method for such an invention. We 
must, in the firstplace, have aPatent * under theGreat 

* Sir Richard's patent for this invention was dated June 10, 

I7I8. It appears from the publication already mentioned in p. 

451, and from N^ XXVllI. the last number of his " Theatre," 

that Steele expected to have made an ample fortune by this ma- 

ehine : but, bn trial, it did not answer his expectations ; for, 

though by this ingenious contrivance the fishes were supplied 

with a continual streain of water in crossing the sea, yet, not 

brooking the confinement, they battered themselves against the 

sides of the vessel, and were so much injured in their passage, 

that, when brought to market, they did not fetch a proper 

price. We learn however with certainty, from this letter, that 

j!>tfiele*8 expence was not immense oji this occasion 3 aiid that'' the 

£ite of his invention, though a great disappointment, was by no 

means such a loss to him, as it is represented by the writer of 

|M)» life in the Biojgfraphia Britannica,, 

Seal 
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Seal for fourteen years, which is ^thing cannot be de- 
nied. When we have this, we are to set forth to the 
ParUament, by petition, that we have such a Patent; 
and hope we shall appear to merit a longer term 
than the Crown is able to give us, and ask of the Le- 
gislative power to add to the fourteen years twenty- 
one more ; so that, in the whole, the profits in the 
invention will be in our iamilies thirty-five years. 
We are going to take the Patent immediately, 
which secures us at first, and shall bring our pe- 
tition for the longer time next session. Benson is 
at all the charge^ that is, the main expence ; hut 
you need not doubt but I shall,, one way or other, 
be out an hundred pounds before it is perfected. 
All this* while you are to know, that we are to have 
our charges placed in common when the thing 
comes to bean It* is demonstration that here is 
a very considerable estate ; but I am come to that^ 
that be it never so certain, I shall not act upon it 
in my expences till I am actually in possession of 
the growing profits. Excellent reformation ! You 
shall be obeyed about Mrs. Clark, and Mrs. Keck, 
and every thing else in my power. The children 
are the most amiable things in the world, and I will 
„keep thefti very gay and prettily dressed, for I grow 
a dull family creature. All my public-spirit and 
gallantry is turned into the care of a wayward 
beauty called a Wife, and a parcel of brats called 
Children. 

Last night my Lord of Oxford was acquitted 
by the Lords, without coming to a trial. The 
Commons exhibited articles of impeachment against 
him: when they came to the place of trial, the 
tords insisted that the articles of treason should b^ 

first 


J 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. 459 

first tried. The Commons insisted on their own 
method, and would not come to the Hall on those 
terms ; upon which the Lords acquitted their Peer. 
But the Commons immediately went into a de1:>ate^ 
to bring in a bill to punish him another way; 
which debate is adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
and it is possible my Lord Oxford's triumph may 
be but short. 

Yours ever. Rich. Steele, 


377. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 4, 17^7- 

1 HAVE\yours of the 30th of last month, full of 
concern and care for me, for which I am infinitely 
obliged to you. As to my journey, I cannot teU 
what to say as to the time of setting out ; but can - 
by no means think of the stage-coach. I must tra- 
vel so as to have my hours my own, and halt when 
I please; for, you must know, I begin to take 
great care of. your Husband, as knowing he grows a 
very good one every way. As to mouey for our 
expences, I assure you I will take care of thjit ; and" 
-much approve your scheme as to the Bath, before, 
and after, Carmarthen visit. 

I believe Madam Evans is not with, child, so that 
you may have hopes of seeing her; but the House 
of Commons were at a Committee of Elections till 
twelve o'clock ; at the end of which, instead of 
waiting in the. cold for a coach, and other incon- » 
veniencies in that wearied condition, I bid WillmoJt 
get me a bed in Palace-yard. He did get one next 

to 
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to St. Margaret's church, from whence I liow write 
to you. And now, at ten o'clock, the House are 
coming together, the next morning, s^bout an Ad- 
dress * to his Majesty. 

The Lords have been so careful of that great Pa- 
triot the Earl of Oxford, as to acquit him, upon a 
pretence of privilege which they never exerted be- 
fore. The Commons have much indignation at this 
usage ; and address the King not to pardon him, 
that they, the next session, may prosecute him in 
a parliamentary way. 

But what are thfese things to us and brats ? I 
am entirely devoted to you and yours. 

Your most obedient husband. Rich. Steele, 


378. TO LADY STEELE. 


TEN THOUSAND TIMES 
MY DEAR, DEAR, PRETTY PRUE, JULY II, I7I7. 

X HAVE been in very great pain for having 
omitted writing last post. You know the unhappy- 
gaiety of my temper when I have got in ; and in* 
deed I went into company without having writ be- 
fore I left; my house in the momic^, which I will 
not do any more. It is impossibie to guess at all 
the views of Courtiers ; but, however, I am of opi^ 
nion that the Earl of Oxford is not in so triumphant 

a 

* The piupose of this Address was, '^ to except the Earl of 
Oxford out of an Act of Grace/* which had been recommended 
from the Throne. See pp. 460, 461. 

a way 
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a way as his friends imagine. He is to be prose^ 
cuted by way of Bill, or Act of Parliament, next 
session, in order to punish him according as he 
shall appear to deserve ; and, in the mean time, to 
be excepted out of the Act of Grace which comes 
out next week. 

Please to take the advice you give me on this sub* 
ject, and keep your conversation out of the dispute. 
Your letter has extremely pleased me with the 
gaiety of it ; and, you may depend upon it, my 
ambition is now only turned towards keeping that 
up in you, and giving you reasons for it in all things 
about you. Two people who are entirely linked 
together, in interest, in humour, and affection, may 
make this being very agreeable ; the main thing is, 
to preserve always a disposition to please and be 
pleased. Now as to your Ladyship, when you 
think fit, to look at you, to hear you, to touch you, 
gives delight in a greater degree than any other crea- 
ture can bestow ; and indeed it is not virtue, but 
good-sense and wise choice, to be constant to you'. 
You did well not to dwell upon one cifcumstance 
in your letter ; for, when I am in good health, as I 
thank God I am at this present writing, it awakes 
wishes too warmly to be well borne when you are ^at 
$0 great a distance. I do not see any mention of 
yonr man Sam ; I hope the Doctor's prescription 
has been useful to him. 

Think, dream, and wish fornothing but me; 
who make you a return in the same afiection to you. 
For ever. Your most obsequious, obedient husband, 

RiGHk Stbble. 

Pray date yont letters. 

379. TO 
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379. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. JAMEs'S'STREEf, 
DEAR PRUE, JULY l6, 17 1 7- 

X OURS of the lOth instant lies before me. You 
are very good in thanking me for, what is my duty, 
being in pain when any thing disturbs yon. You 
recommend care of health and money. God will, 
in his due time, restore me to the former by the 
use of my limbs, which is all I want of perfect 
health. As to money, I am grown very fond of it';-> 
but, as you are a good keeper of ity'l design your 
estate shall constantly be laid up after the mortgage 
is paid off ; and the allowance for you and children 
shall come from me, over and above what your 
estate brings. This will enable us to put our chil- 
^ dren into the world, if God. shall please to continue 
us to see them disposed of. The contest of the 
Bishop * has ended in the confusion of his adversa- 
ries. Dr. Edwards is, I suppose, of Bangor's side 
of the question in the main argument. 

I cannot tell what to answer you about the Bath ; 
but, when Heave this town, my servants shall have 
board-wages, and I will take a snap any how ; for, I 
must keep myself to myself, and' have my Play -f- 
ready this ensuing winter, in order to be quite put 
of debt. 

I approve your reflection, from what you see in 
others from want of education, to be careful of our 

* Dr. Hoadly, Bishop of Bangor. See pp. 455^ 472. 
t " The Conscious Lovers /' not acted till Nov. 7, 17^. 

brats 
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brats in that point. They are all well. Moll is as 
great a charmer as her mother^ and Will prove as 
great a sharper. 

Dear thing, how I love you ! Rich. Steele. 


380. TO LADY STEELE. , 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 24, 1717. 

1 HAVE yours of the 20th. I lament the lament- 
able condition you are in, with relation to the place, 
and other matters, therein described with great wit 
and spirit. But your letter is an argument against 
what you say, to wit, that it is impossible to write 
ibr a polite part of the world in th^t neighbourhood. 
. The King is at Hampton-court ; and I design next 
week to go thither, with a petition for a small grant, 
to make myself easy. 

If I succeed, as I am encouraged to expect, our 
labour for ourselves will be very much shortened,^ 
and I have little more to care for but to enjoy the 
pleasure of being, dear Prue, s 

Your most affectionate husband^ 

and most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 
, As I was going to close this, I hear the voic^ of 
Mrs. Keck talking to Molly. But she is so great a 
-PruCy that she comes and goes without seeing me, 
though I am in the house." But I have sent her ' 
word I am writing, and she gives her service. 

381. TO 
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381. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, JULY 26^ IJIJ* 

X HAVE your kind letter, which expresses your 
fears that I do not take care of myself, as to catching 
cold, and the like. I am careful enough when I 
am awake ; but in the night the cloaths are kicked 
on the floor, and I am exposed to the damp till the 
coolness awakes me. This I feel at present in my 
arms and legs, but will be carefully tucked up here- 
after. I wait with impatience for the receipt of 
money out of the Treasury, to make farther pay- 
ments. I believe, when I have it, I shall wholly 
turn off my coach-horses ; for, since I am at my 
study whole days tc^ether, it is, L think, a sense- 
less thing for me to pay as if I was padding ^11 that 
while, and shewing myself to the worlcL I have 
sent your inclosed to Mrs. Keck. She came into the 
dining-room to me when I sent away my last letter, 
and we had some tea ; and, instead of such chat as^ 
should naturally arise between a great gallant and a 
fine lady, she took upon her to tell me, that I did 
spend my money upon my children, but that tfaey 
ought to be better accommodated as to their dress, - 
and the like. She is, indeed, a very good Prue ; 
and, though I divert myself with her gravity and 
admonition,, I have a sincere respect fop her. 

I was last night so much enamoured with an aotlior 
I was reading, and some thou^ts which I put toge^ 
ther on that occasion, that I was up till morning, which 
makes me a little restive to-day. Your daughter 

MoU 
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*M<>U hid stole away my >rery heart : but dcMibt ndt 
but her brother and sister will recover their sha^- 
wheh we are all together, . except thqir mother robs 
them all of him who is^ dear Pru$^ 
Entirely yotiuw^ BiGH, Srsus. 


fssasm 


$82. TO LADY STEELE. 


MY PEAR WIFE, [jULY 27, 171 7-] 

X READ your kind letter with 9. great deal of 
pleasure, and promise myself as much happiness as 
ever man knew • in woman when we meet again. ^ I 
.'hope it will please God to prosper our little affairs 
in such manner a,s that ' we may pass the remainder 
of 'our days in tranquillity : that is a state I liave 
never yet known, but it is very much in your power 
to contribute towards ppsi^essing it for the future. 
. You mistake, when you say I wish to see Wales 
out of any suspicion; I assure you, I. design that 
journey only out of curiosity, to see what, by your 
£aiVour, will one day be in my posterity, if it sliall 
please God to continue our children to us. They 
sure how'all three in good health, and I hope to tell 
you before this day se'nn^ht that I have paid Betty's - 
schooling. As to the persons you mention in your 
letter, I shall conduct myself ^D^rds them as you 
shall advise. I cannot' ^et ansWe^.yott as to the 
300/., you speak of to be ready three months hence, 
but shall do aiji I fsxx^ I place the !Utmost of the 

Jiff happiv 
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%appnie8s''0F thw life'ih "you ; and earnestly eodiort 
^you to meet 'ihe* with the isamfe dispositioii to be 
pleasihg • S %ie^ as J[ have to manifest iny1s€if| iii 
little as wqII as great eoeefsiohs, - 
- Your metit affectionate and faithf«d \ 

husband and servant^ Rich. StJsele;. 


'»- 


383. TO LADY STEEIX 

DEAR PRUEy JULY 29, 1717* 

jL OURS of the 25th is before me. I am always 
glad when you write a great deal ; but do not hurt 
"your eyes to scribble loilg^r than is easy to you. 
Your kind expression is the most welcoipae and 
pleasing thing which could possibly arrive .at me. 
Mr. Glanvill * of the Treasury, asked me the other 
day, ** how my wonderful girl did ?** . There is, it 
seems, a Ijidy of his acquaintance, who visit^,3etty 

' * TVilH^xil GJahvili^ esq. one of the clerks of the Treasury, and 
veeeiver of die revenues of tlie Fkst-fmits office. He died in the 
January foUov^iiig; dnd vvas buded at Wooton in Sinrey^swiiens 
file fbUowing coDcise £^it^ph«- dictated by himself,* preserves bis 

m^^noryfi - 

^' (Vicesimo secundo die Januarii}^ 
'- ' . . ^ Anno-Salutis reparatB 

-. : tMDCcxyiL) 

^ ^ . , -: -I&idt^;;ii(cruBt txdiquiae: , T : 

...-.- CUUELMI GLANYIIX. 

. Reguicscant donee veniat R^epEiptor.^ 
iTbe sabstance of his cbaritab]p wOl oiaj^ be se^ {ni/lul«^]^s 
^5 fiuni^i^' ^Mk* IL p; i44i ; * " * k • J ;. * .^:^ 

art 
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at school^ and cries her up for a greater Wit than 
her Father-ithat is not much— btit thati her Mother 
either, 

I am every day walking about the Offices, to 
get our stalaries paid, that I might go into the coun- 
try, and particularly the Bath, whence you shajl 
direct me farther, that is, command my motions. 
But, if I find my limbs easy to me, I believe I shall 
vigorously pursue my journey to the dearest .«f 
women to the most affectionate of men. 

Poor, dear, angry, pleased, pretty, witty, silly^ 
every thing, Prue, 

ours ever. Rich. Stbelb, 


384. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DEAR WIFE, [jULY 3I, 1717.] 

X. OURS of the 27th came to hand. I ain ver^ 
far from being insincere in my resolves about parting -- 
with insignificant people. I am ready to burst with 
.^indignation against my own folly, and melt with 
gratitude for your goodness in bearing so long as 
you hav«. I anx in purgatory till it is otherwise, 
and am really in danger of falling into the contrary 
exti:eme of being too near and reserved, God Aj- 
mighty. grant that we may meet together in such 
dispositions as to enjoy with our little ones the cmly- 
true pleasures of religion and virtue ! 

Yours ever. Rich. Suscjle. 

H H 2 385. TQ 
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385- TO LADY STEELE. 

St. JAMEsVstREET, 
DEAR PRUE, AUG. 3y Ijlj. 

I- ••• " • ' . —■ 
HAVE yours, wherein you dissuadle me from 

Wales, and tell me you hear I am ordered for Scot- 
land. Mine of Saturday is on that subject.r 

I come now from the most disagreeable place in the 
world, B great man's table, and am unfit fpr writing. 
Sec. but will be very long on this affair on iThursdtay. 

Your most obsequious husband, 

and most humble servant. Rich. Steele* 


SSe. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, AUG. 3, 1717* 

I.' ' ^. 
AM going to riampton-coiirt, where the King 

-- now is> to i^cjicit some matters relating to our Com- 
mission. I give a thousand thousand thanks for 
your very pretty and very kind letter of the 29th of 
last month. Forgive me that I am in haste,, with a 
^tedfast resolution in what you are so kind susta ap- 
prove with so much affection. 

I remain your most affectionate husbanH.^ ' . 
and most obedient humble servant, 

tticH. Steele. 

J87. TO 
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387, TO LADY STEELE: 

' MY DEAR WIFE, AUGl 9, 1717., 

Y0URS of the 4th" is full of that natural terror 
you have upon you by the apprehensions of thunder* 
There is no talking away such feare. * I earnestly re- 
commend you to the protection of God, under that' . 
and all other amazement and failing ofVspirit. I 
take all the measures I am able to be a comfort to 
you, as you are a very great one to me ; for I in- 
deed, from reason and reftection, as well as tender- 
ness and passion, take you for the best of women. 
How happy shall we he, when we are out of debt, — 
to have nothing to do but to please and exhilarate ^ 
each other, and educate our children in the love of 
that God who made us tlieir parents ! The poor 
little things seem (as far as my parti^ity will let me 
judge) to thave very good endowments, I h6pe we 
fhall live to see these talents, improved. 

We have not h^;aay thunder at all-in these 
parts. God preserve you to your fanjily, and, 

DirarMoll, v/ . . ; . 
H yoiwr inQst; affec^nate hushancj^^ 
^^d most Q^Mtdi^j^t servant^ 

ftiGH. Steele. 
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3«8. TO LADY STEELE. 

PVAftPIlOE> AUG. 17/1717. 

I AlVf in the utmost concern to find you so very 
nu^wy a* you are in the country. I am confident, 
if you had such a fellow as Dymock, whom you 
might command, it would be better with you, and 
-you might be mistreis of your &tate as absolutely 

as you are of, dear Prue, 
Your most obsequious hjisband and servant, 

Rich. »raEtE. 

M 1 


389. TO LADY STEELE, 

I 

DEAR PRRE^ [aUG. 34>. I7I7.} 

I HAVE yours of the 19th. I have done about 
the mention of Dymock, and bcKeve you are in the 
right. The other circumstance to be considered in 
your letter is about removing. You say I did not 
tell you I had resolved it when you kft the fbwn. 
I did not mysdf know it -then ; btkt your instruc- 
tions to me were, ** Pall-mall, St. JamesVstr^, 
Gerard'Street, or a place near a Church :** which last 
you will have. I am confident, daily intelligence 
6f what passes at the Playhouse will be some hun- 
dreds iti my way ; and money is the main thing. 
Get 1 always could, but now I will get it and keejp it. 
• Your 


£PISlJCNLA|Lr-CQiaLEarONp^C£. ^u 

Your afl&tr i^.tD makp and keep yourself chearfuli 
you shall have uothiiig to do' but to enjoy ; k stizik 
be my part to labour and get. 

I have had much? stlruggte -by xdason: ^ ill-pay^ 
ments^ * and unreasonable, hasty, "-severe people'; 
•^ ^mong the rest, that hog Lady Vand^ut. I have"; 
paid her to the end of last quarter, and have given 
her warning, and can remove any time between this 
and quarter-day without paying more than thi& 
quarter. 

I shall on Michaelmas-day have 533/, due to me. 
If I can find means to have that advanced, I will 
pay ofF the coach-horses quite, and have no charge 
of equipage of any kind till we are together again in 
Liondon. 

How can you let your spirit sink, so as to mind 
what people say whom you do not esteem? Be 
yourself, and reserve your best self for, dear Prue, 

Yours ever. Rich. Steele* 

- I go to-morrow to Tunbridge, with Dr. Garth, 
to visit Lady Marlborough and the Duke * ; . so per^- 

* ^' Who had^ in the December preceding,, been seized with a% 
apoplexy^ which, though by the skill of Dr. Garth it was for 
acme time'pailiated> impaired his senses^ and »X length tanni^ 
nated inr a total decay, and his dissolution. His Grace, haW'- 
ever, had after the year 17i7 sopae lucid intervals. Jn the sumf 
\^x of 17I8, Sir Richard Steele, ^ith Bishop. Hoadly and Df ; 
Samuel Clarke, made a visit of someday^ at Blenbeim^housei 
by invitation } where, he found, the ladies and gentlemen of the 
£uonily, and^a few of the neighbourhood^ had got up ^the Tia* 
gedy of ** All for Love," to entertain the Duke of Marlbciroi^hr 
Lady Bateman (one of his Grace's grand-daughters by the Earl- 
of Sunderland), who played the part of Cleopatra, hadin^Taic^ 
applied to Sir Richard Steele for a Piologue dn that^extraordl- 
nary oceasion, and seemed chagrined at the disappointment. 


9m' 


47s 9tlt mCHAUD itECLB'S 

_ • . . . * 

liaps you may not have a letter by Tuesday's ptfst, 
fer I fear I shall not return till Wednesday, * 


At fAghtj when the £muly retired, the Bishop desired peii,= ihk, 
add paper^ might be brought to his, chamber, andii the next- 
tboming at breakfast, presented to Jjady Bateman an excellent 
'* Prologue J** which she spoke, the same evening, to the Duke 
and Ihichess, his Grace shedding tears at the unexpected coia- 
pliment from a fttvonrite grand-child. In the cburse of the 
Pbyj Sir Richard, who sat next to the Bishop, often observed 
how Well and feehngly Captain Fishe performed the part of An-^ 
tliony. 'JTliis ^ntleman, who had been the Duke's page, had 
distinguished liirnself in the Army, and, as I have been informed, 
died a lieutenant-colonel. In one of the scenes where Pishe 
was veiy sweet upon his Cleopatra, SirRicbard whispered the 
Bishop, '' I doubt this ' Fishe' is ' Flesh,* my Lord."— I must 
mention another incident at their going away. Sir Richard said 
to the Bishop, '* Does your Lordship give money to all these 
fellows in laced coats and ruffles ?" /^ No doubt/* replied the 
Bishop. ** I have not enough," said the Knight 5 and when he 
passed by them in the hall^ he accosted them ii^ a speech, tdliiig 
them, ^ that he had found them men of taste, and, as such, 
invited them all to Drury-lane Theatre, to whatever play they 
should please to bespeak," he having then a share in the patent j 
which he had obtained in 1714, by the friendship oiFthc Duke of 
Marlborough, which he owed to a pleasant repartee (reported to 
the Duke, and taken as it was meant) on his Grace's preferring 
tis rdatiOhs. See " Biographia Britarinica," vol. VI. p. 3829; 
Bishop Hoadly and Sir Richard Steele had long been connected 
a9 public men and fellow^labom^rs in the cause of Liberty. The 
•Tatler took share in the controversy with Bishop BlackaU ; and 
ilp. Hoadly was one of the five friends, who, in 1714, revised 
and corrected Steeled •* Crisis" before it was printed. Mr. Ad«- 
dison, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. Moore, and Mn Minshull, were the 
other fodr. See p. 356. Mr. Hoadly was also the jreputed au« 
thor of * A Dedication to his Holiness Clement XI/ an admir* 
jible piece of grave humour, signed ' Richard Steele,* being 
prefixed to his ' Account of the State of the Roman-catholic 
Religion throughdiit tn^ World/ published in iri6." 

DuNeOMBB. 

The 
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S90. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAlt PRU£^ AUG. ^8^ 1717. 

I RETURNED last night from Tanbridge, whi^ 
ther my last told you I was going on Sunday morn- 
ing, to be back on Wednesday night) which I did 

The following Prologue vm^ the one imtended by Stetk fi» 
'^ Afi for Love/' as acted at Blenheim ; Xittt it wa9 withdraw^ 
of coniplim/ent to his friend the Bishop : 

'^ Since faint Ss praise which living merit draws, . 
And always posthumous is true applause ; 
Deny not y/forth, &r from your eyes remov'd. 
Its late reward to be revered and lov*4« 
To Poetry devoted be this night. 
And kill not, with your paulti-y cares, delight; 
Sec how great Dryden could your Sires surprize. 
Ere Funds were given, or Stocks could fall or rise^ 
Ere Avarice had'banish'd Love and Truth, 
And with its vile contagion seiz'd ev'n Youth; 
When Vice had yet no other Fools to show. 
But the well-natur'd Cully and the Beau > 
• Twas '' All for Love the World well lost" of old* 
But now for Money better bought and sold. - 

For shapie, that *8 only yours, which welt you give i 
Neglect not life, only for means to live ; ^ 
Look on yourselves, ye gaming race, with scorn. 
And see what images these scenes adorn $ 
While Love and Fame alternately prevail. 
As t)ie great Master works the charming tale. 
Compare the generous passions he excites. 
To the fell anguish of your gaming nights. 
When round pale boards you sit with fiendlike pain. 
For base vicissitudes of loss and gain -, 
When Robbers, Beggars, Peers, with silent hate. 
And throbbing breasts, to be each other, wait. 
When thus our Bard (resist him if you can) 
'Has fairly from the Gamester won the Man ; 


accordingly, and found yours of the 22d, and that 
of 24th. Yours, 22d, gpeaki a^ain of Dymock. 
I give that inattef up, and believe you in the right* 
Ypiy§^ ^h, concerning Mrs. Philips ; I lament 
the poor lady's fate, and share in the uneasiness thS 
reflection upon it gives you. Pray do not give way 
id fancies about your health, but bear up and ex- 
jiect ^gdbd days, negligent of this world as to its 
durafi^n, car^l' lis to its uncertainty. 
*^ Tli6^ inclosed fetter I send you, to shew you a 
present difficulty I labour under ; and shall be de- 
termined by you. 

When the Commissioners parted, the^ resolved 
to meet at Edinburgh on the 10th of the next month. 
But that I am not* able to do, for many reasons. 
The gentleman who writes the inclosed^ Sir Harry 
Houghton, will be ready to relieve me the middle 
of November, provided I hasteh thither now; if 
not, I must stay till the latter end of January. 
The staying in Scotland till then would break all 
my measures. If I followed my own inclinations, 
1 should go to Wales, though I stayed but two days. 

Raise thyself c^ill — and the past times sHirvey, 

Since first the age received this tow*ririg Play, 

Since careless Luxury its force could prove 

In one consent the " World well lost for Love.** 

Reflect how Care pursues her thoughtless hours. 

And fear the adder lurking in the flowers ; 

Think on great William, £ngland*s shame and pride> 

And how unthank' d the toiling Hero dy'd, ' 

On baffled Virtue, Fortune vainly kind. 

Think on your conquests to your foes consigned 5 

But think, though in tempestuous seasons tost. 

While Liberty is safe, the World no f lost:* 

and 
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, and cross the country into the Lancashire road. I 
got on horsefarack at Tunbridge^ and am coafident I 
can ride thirty miles a day with ease ; however^ I 

-design to take the method you propose of a chaise. 
Suppose 1 should bring Madam Clark down* wit% 
me, only to attend your journey ; it would, I thmk^ 
be right! ip^ Your opinion of these great points, nert 

* post, will be very welcome. Your daughter Betty; 

. xi^ho is here two or three days for Ae holidfty» of 
Bartholomew-tide, desires to know whether I aoi 
writing to you or not ; if I am, she desires her duty» 
Molly cannot endure any kindness I shew this visi-^ 
tant, and I am not a little delighted to see a young 
li^dy jealous of my favour. 

If you and I were together, and all our children 
with us, I should never be a leisure moment out of 
my own house. ' 

I am resolved,- God willing, lo have it so ; amd^ 
for the future, even travel with my whole family. I 
will get the better of you in this matter ; and you 
must submit to have me fond of you and youi% at 
what place, and in what way^ I think fit. This is 
the harshest piece of arbitrary power I will be ever 
guilty of. ' 

Yours ever, S.ipH. Steue. 




. . ; 
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\ 391, TO LADY STEEI^E, 

ft 

f ' * .. 

DEAjft PRUE, [undatedj * 

1 IX) not knoMT hour to give you an account of 
fifty present prospecjts ; hnt can only ^^y, that ft^e 
Commi^ioners of Scotland demand me there with 
yo much impatience, that go I must. However, it 
if lesa i^nfui Xo me, because Benson is now in town, 
^d will take care in my absence of the greatest con- 
cerp of ^\\f which is now brought to perfection ♦. 

If I can value myself upon the half-year^? pay al- 
ready due to me, I shall leave the tpwn without any 
murmur against me. God send us a|i happy meet- 
ing, and that the rest of our days may be fr<^ fron)^ 
debt! 

I am^ faithfully^ affectionately) 

Yours, Rich. STEELit;^ 


M^i 


392. TO LADY STEELE, 

DEAR PR^I, [undated.] 

X HE last I received from you, which was last 
night, had no date. It is indeed, as you observe, 
a strange kind of life we lead, and the separation is 
painful to me for one reason more than it is to you. 

If you think fit to go to the Bath, I cannot ima- 
gine but a Woman of your estate will . find friends 

* The Fi8h>poDl. See p. 305« 

** '• enough. 


fcno^gh, to raise as much money as will carry you 
thither. 

I alter the manner of taking my journey every 
time I think of it. My psesent disposition is^ to 
borrow what they call a post-chaise 6i th^ Duke of 
Roxborough. It is drawn by one horse^ runs 6n 
tWo wheels, and is led by a servant riding by. This 
rider arid leader is to be Mr. Willmot, formerly a 
carrier, who Answers for managing on a road to per* 
fection, by keeping tracks> and the like. I think 
Also at present td be off my new house, and let 
things be as they are till we meet, when you shall 
choose for yourself an house ; which I mil like he-- 
cause you hike it. 

As to your desire of contriving plenty of money, 
I have made a bargain with our paymaster for so 
much, whether it is come out of the Treasury, to 
pay always within ten day s. after quarter-day 1h>m 
Christmas next ; so that we will not want any mbre« 
I shall contrive also to have a quarter before^hand^ 
and never let family tick more for victuals^ doathif 
or rent. 

I know this is better talk to you, than if 
it were a paper of Wit, written by your beloTed 
Cowley. But^l shall, God willing, be punctually 
performed by, dear Prue, 

Your most obsequious hi^band, 
and most humble servant 

Rics.Stb£ue« 


1 


I 
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39$. TO LADY STEELE. 

HAMPTON-COURT, SATUHDAY, 
•. DftARPRU^, AUG. 31, 1717. 

A MAN of quality, going to town, waits to tak^ 
thi^ wi^ him, so that 1 oannpt say more till Tuesday. 
Your^ eycr. Rich, Steele^ 

T ' ' ' 


394. TO LADY STEELE. 


•t '!• 


RAMPTON-COURT, 
. JDEAJBL FRUE, AUG. 31, I7I7. . 

"-A WIISH you would once say, you- would lifce 

A thing, beeku^ I like it. t know not whethei* 

^hat I have tkkeh is to be called in a court. It is a 

fore-dobp, at which a coach can set down at the 

very threshold, in Hart-street, Covent-garden ; and 

behiiid it a little court, in which there is but one 

kous^, into King-street, Covent-garden. I have 

takeri-iW>' lease, and can part with it when I please 

to Mr. Wilks *, who designs to buy it of the land»- 

lord« As to all other matters, I am contriving for 

the best. You talk of the cheapest way, &c. to get 

to town.- I beg of you to be easy in such points ; 

you shall have every thing your heart can wish, in 

the reach of a moderate fortune. Pray be contented 

_ » 

t ^en om of the maDagera of Drury-laoe Theatre. 

<. *^ > with 
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^itb l^ng up all your, estate, iirhich 1 , will enable 
you to do ; for you sh&ll be at no manner of -diarge 
on any thing in nature, for you^adf, children, or 
servants, and they shall be better pfovided for than 
any other £iiiiily in England ; fin* I shall turn vaj 
expence and delight all that way. TheFefbi«^ in 
thd name of .Ood, have done with talk of mbiiey^ 
and do not let me lose the right I have in a woman 
of wit and i|[>eauty, by eternally turning herself int^ 
adua: Foigive the oomparisoinj Wlien my* faeaat 
is fixed td think of you as the object of love, eata&my 
and friendships and all thatis s<^ ; it ii^ in /a mo^ 
knent turned into sorrow and aoxiety, ifco find- ways 
to make you conteitled about, ttash and dirt VjBVf 
let it- be otherwise: till yoin do, a thousand good 
quaKties in you-^re (like a miser's wealilii) mme witb^ 
4ut enjoymait. i 

Your Sim grows ^ a lusty boy, and is your aenrant^' 
as is his- fathei^ anost heartily. Rich. * St8B{js. 

I wtit to you a note to-day before, by one going 
co-towti ;« siimI wYit^) again, . having occasion to send 
•Willmoi otr other businessw 


, 9 


• ♦ •»>••» 




^., .» 


./ • 4> < 


''■\ 


^9i. TO LADY STEELE* 


HAMPTON-COURT, 
DEAR PRUE, SEPT. 12, l^\^. 

\t JLLMOT brought me yesterday yours of the 
dd and $th instant. The first determines my Scotch 
- : .• ;, journey. 
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jbumey^ before I see Wales. I shall take ytmr ad- 
yiee in tiie manner of it, if I find I cannot do yet 
better ; biit I may possibly join with two or three 
gentlemen, and hire a coach for ourselves. Yon 
may depend upon it, I will take care of myself^ now 
you, say you value me. 

I had altered my design of removing, for fear 
you should not like the house, and should have 
given a sum to be off; but Lady VandepUt has seixt 
word she has let the house, therefore I must go. 

Yours of the fifth, imports only that you are 
gone to Blancorse, bidding me take care of my 
health, and ending " yours entirely.*" This last 
phrase is easy to utter at this distance ; but I fear. 
Were we together, I should have you at the same 
coy tricJcs. But if I am, by the blessing of God, 
in as good health and as good plight, as at present^ 
'airfaen we meet, I piust banish all these for ever. 

For ever yours, Rictf • Stsele. 

Since I writ the above, I am to thank yon for 
the receipt of a third letter, dated the sdi, from 
Blancorse. I have, before, said that I canntft 
help going to the house now, for Madam Vande^ 
put has another tenant. But you shall do what 
you will, stay or leave it, when you have seen it. 

Yours, R.S^ 


• t ' 




• \« ■ , . 
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S&3. TO LADY STEELE. 

HAMPTON-COVRT, 
DEAR PRUE/ SEPT. 14, ITIJ- 

Y' ■ • . '• 

OU hear from me so often from this place, that 

I fear you think I am become, what you mortally 

- hate, a Courtier. But, being pbhged to defer my 

' journey for some day^, I have taken it in my head 
to spend that httle wit and humour, which they say 
I hate, rather in the company of the greatest per- 
sons in the world (whp, if they do me no" other 
good, are cheaper conversation), than with such 
fron^ whom I can neither reap experience or any 
other valuable thing, and by whom I daily im- 
poverish myself. Madam Vandeput has thoroughly 
n^led me ; but, as( she is of the fair sex, I shall 
not make answer to her usage in wor4 o^ deed, hut, 
go to town on Monday, and move from her house 
that week, and towards Scotland the week after, so 
as to be at Edinburgh the beginning of October. 

-Sir Hany Houghton * has again writ nie word, he 
will relive me when 1 let him know my business 
requires my, returii to Eondon. 

Yours ever. Rich. Steele. 

^ A Brother Coxmnidsioner. 


1 1 397- TO 
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397. TO LADY STEELE. 




DEAR PKUB, [sept. 18, I7I7.] 

JL OURS of the l^th of September tells me you 
have got the amusement of the gout. We must^ in 
all cases^ look upon every thing in the most hope- 
, fill light, and not put the worst upon accidents. If 
women are instigated with desire so much as men 
When they are gouty, we shall have odd time of it, 
and you will, in your heart, at least be tractable to 
me. We shall be rich, and we must take the dis- 
temper peculiar to that circumstance in good part. 
You see I obey your orderi^, and do not \vrite 
" peevishly, though I cannot but be out of humour at 
'^losing so delicious a morsel as your Ladyship by 
frequent incapacities, as you will he in if this disr 
ease should frequently visit you. 

Gillmore's project * is certain to succeed ; and T 
bear the present, from the prospect of the future, 
with an equal mind. 
I Jam, Mad^m, 
Your jLadyship's most obliged husband, 
' and most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. SxEEi-t. 

* Seep, 451. 
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398. TO LADY STEELE. 

MY DEAR I»RUE, SEPT, 20, IJIJ. 

Jl have yours of the l6th, and am heartily trou- 
bled that we share in a new calamity, to wit, hav* 
4ng the same distemper *. I*ray take care of your- 
self, and you >vill find that we shall be in great 
plenty before another year turns round. " My dear 
Wife, preserve yourself for him that sincerely lovest 
you, and to be an example to your little ones of 
Keligion and Virtue. If it pleases God to bless us 
together with life and health, we will live a life of 
piely and chearful virtue. Your daughter Bess 
gives her duty to you, and says she will be your 
comfort, but sh^ is very sorry you are tfflicted with 
the gout. 

The brats my girls stand on each side the table ; 
and Molly says, that what I am writing now is 
about her new coat. Bess is with me till she 
has new cloaths. Miss Moll has taken upon her 
to hold the sand-box, and is so impertin^t in 
her office, that I cannot write more. But you are 
to take this letter as from 

Your three best friends, 

Bess, Moll, and Their Father. 
- Eugene* was very well this mornings j 

' Moll bids me let you know that she fell down ju9t 
now, and did not hurt herself. 

Betty and Moll give their service to Sam and 
Myrtle. 

* Tbegoutj seep, 482. 

1 1 « S99* TQ 
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599. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, SEPT. 24, I7I7. 

. Jl am* still in ihe house at St. James's-street ; but 
shall leave it on Thursday, if 1 can dispatch the 
busiiless^ I expect tp do to-morrow. 1 do hereby 

— promise you never, directly or indirectly, to have 
any thing to do with the Court ; for I am convinced 
there is liothing to be dbne with those poor creatures 
called' great men, but by an idolatry towards them, 
which it is below the , spirit of an honest, free, or 
religious man, to pay. 

This, I hope, you will take for good- news, for it 
brills my thoughts and cares into a narrower com- 
, pass, and is Vhat you Have ever been persuading m6 
to. My own studies at the Theatre, Gillmore, &c. 
will amply do any thing I can form to myself, with- 
out stooping to serviKties. I have some reason to 
expect that the Royal Family itselif would be glad to 
fiivour me ; but there are many obstacles between 
poor me and them. ]■ 

Now, if I have health,- which, by the blessing of 
God, increases to a comfortable degree, this resolu- 
tion of throwing away all pretensions from the Court 
may, perhaps, fortify me to be the more useful to 

- my King and- Country in Parliament, and- every 
where else. The children, God be thanked, are all 
well. Now let nie answer to what you s^y, that I 
have not expressed any thing about a desire of our 
meeting again. There is nothing upon earth I wish 
60 muph^ provided always tbatybu will bq what 
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you ought to be to me, ^nd not \et tne bum for 
what ought to be free to me ; and that you will have 
the children in the house with us ; foT I am cOme 
to take great delight in them. When I return from 
Scotland/ we will never part more. 
J am,^with the sincereat i^flfection, 
Y^i^r obsequious Husband^ 
^ af)d pbedieat serviti^t^ < Rich. Stspu. 


M*M 


^ 


400. TO LADY STEB^E. 

I 

DEAR PRU]E, [sept. 28, IJIJ.] 

J. HAVE your agreeable lettet of the 23 d instant ; 
the first time you ever so much as alluded to any 
thing that way. My dear Wife, Jet us strive to im- 
prove and recommend our persons to each other. 
As for the lOO/. a quarter, I iiave secured it, during 
this Commission, from Christmas next ; for I have 
agreed with a paymaster to let me have my salary 
ten days after the quarter shall become due; and 
have provided that this will be having a quarter be* 
.fore-hand, for I shall be supported in Scotland by 
what is already due, arid not what is growing due* 

When we once come to endeavour mutually to 
please each other, we shall succeed, and be always 
in good-humour. 

The brats are all well ; and I am ever 

Truly thine. Rich. Steele. 

401. TO 


48S SIR RICHARD'STEELX'S 


401. TO LADY STEELE. 

• • ■ f I 

PEAR PRUE, SEPT. 30, I7I7. 

Jl am sorry you have spent your time so as that 
you are at a loss for credit enough to bring you from 
a place you dislike. I have told you that I cannot 
pay a quarter beforehand till Christmas; but, from 
that instant, I think we shall be in as much plenty 
as any family in England. Gillmore * is an inesti- 
mable jewel ; he is now with his family at Nettleton, 
within eight miles* of the ^ath ; but has this post 
sent me a letter, in which I find certain proof of the 
most uiseful work in the world. 

The Commission in Scotland s Wds still, for want 
of me at Edinburgh. It is necessary there should 
be four there, and^ there are now but two; three 
others halt on the road, and will not go forward till 
I have passed by York. 

I have, therefore, taken places in the York coach 
for Monday next. I shall, I .hope, be able to send 
you word, the post before I leave tlie town, that all 
things are left in a comfortable way. 

I am, dear Prue, 

Your most obsequious hxisband, 
and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


* See p. 451. 
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402. TO LADY STEELE. 


ST. JAMESES-STREET, 
DEAR PRUE, OCT. 3, I7I7. 

X HAVE yours. As to the incivilities and the like, 
I wish I had known they were to so great a d^ree 
sooner, I would have come and persuaded you to 
remove where you might have been mistress : and 
it is a jest for one, who has of their own, to be un- 
easy for want of chsmging place. 

I fear r shall be detained here a day or two longer 
than I intended, for want of money; but, in all 
things, I will go as near as I can to your demands. 

I shall not have lOOL to lay down till Christmas. 
Yours, Rich. Steele. 


403. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, - [0CT» 5^ ^ 7 1 7-] 

x OURS of the 30th of September jiow lies before 
me. I have already told you, that I cannot pay 
down lOOL beforehand, for your house land the like, 
till the 25th of December ; from after which day I 
have i^reed to be paid punctually my salary, as soon 
as due, that is, within ten days after it is due. I 
take you at your word, to pocket none of it, but Jet — 
it go to family uses ; but you shall, if you please, 
leav^ rthe house-rent out of it, for I will spend on 

my 


m 
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my children more than what is barely necessary* 
You are a coqiiet in the expression of " setting aside 
the agreeableness of my person" — ^you well know no 
wofTjs^n has a bptter. I wish you would resolve to 
keep a discreet, orderly woman, to take care of your 
children ; and why may not Mrs. Evans do for your 
business of providing the table and the like ? 

I will not go in the chaise ; but will, according 
to your Latiyship's advice, go in the stage-coach. I 
dbserve that you are pleased that I do not remove 
till you come to town : 1 am very glad it is agree-^ 
able to you. 1 am very much troubled at your 
postscript; but what has a woman of your spirit 
and fortune to do but to live in a house or lodgings 
where she is mistress ? But I cannot, at this dis-r 
tance, understand your reasons ; when we meet, X 
hope these kind of ails wilt be at an end for ever. 

As to money, I have at this hour 843/- due to 
me ; and find a vexy hard .matter, at any rate to sup- 
ply myself with cash to leave the town, paying the 
coach, the house bills, new cloathing the children, 
find the like. It is known by those to whom I ap- 
ply thiat I want it, and I shall pay enough for it, 
v3ut nothing is dearer than asking a Courtier any 
^ng. Ti\K(^i<^ i^ liQ doubt of Gillmare>.* affair 


* Sec D. ^51. Th^ author of " The Qde-mal(er/' a bantcif 
cm Dean Smedley, printed in the " Supplepient to Swift^" tbw 
glances contemptuously^ though impotently*, at Steele : 

'^ Or, lest thy chiming vein should coqI, 
What if thy friend Sk Rkhar<r^ Peol 
nfhoudi(]8t4escx>l}e^ in lines an^. feet 
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beiiig a coiisiderablelfj^rtune ; and the Theatre se&ayk 
to be in a.yery pro^p^yous way, I am, dear Prue, 
£ver^ours^ R)CH. Stesjuc* 


404.^ TO LADY STEELE. . 

1)£AR WIFE, [undated *.^ 

jL OU cannot imagine the rage yours put me into. 
How can you believe I can bear the treatment you 
tell me you receive, as being afiironted and called 

-fool to your face, by rude blockheads ? I could not 
outlive such an injury done yon, were \ present at 
it ; nor know I how to suffer it as it is, with all the 
excuses which I make to keep myself in countenance 
from their stupidity and brutality. If I had pa-» 
tience, I should debate with you on this subject, 

- arid ask, how it is possible a woman of your sense 
could possibly fall into a dispute with such idiots 
and savages ? But my heart is too much raised to 
chastise tliem, to enter into such cool expostulations 
with you. 

Take it for granted, it is impossible, to be easy 
but with mere correspondents and kind servants, 
You never will be with rela^ons, who are often ap^ 

Inform t(^ Town^ this freak being over. 
He would proceed, and soon discover 
An art long doom'd to deep despair^ 
And build a castle in the air." 
* This letter probably was vqrit^eii^ a day or two before^ thai 
PWseeding oifxe/ 

to 
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to thihk your being in the world! an injury. For the 
remainder of our days, let us have an entire confi- 
dence in each other, with a mutual complacency 
and desire to please each other ; and I shall be a 
protection to you, and you a comfort to me against 
«all that can happen from without. 

Mrs. Evans is not to be expected down; and 
when I proposed to Mrs. Clark what you bid me, 
she did not receive it as she ought, I thought ; but 
made scruples, and seemed to be forming a merit 
in c^se she should comply, which shewed she would 
have shynesses and airs that would have made you 
constantly uneasy. Pluck up a resolute calm spirit, 
and do not doubt but there are people enough to be 
had fit for your purpose, without courting any of 
your present acquaintance. I will consult Mrs. 
Keck on this subject of a maid fit for you, and 
proper to go down to you, of which you shall have 
an account next post. 

You bid me take car^ of my health ; pray do you 
preserve yourself to your little ones, who are per- 
fectly well, and your husband, who cannot be well 
except you are so. " _ 

I love you with all my soul, poor dear Prue ; and 
am for ever yours. Rich. Steele • 


405. TO 
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405' TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, OCT. 8, 17 1?. 

4 HAVE l^een bustling about thye town all day, 
and am come iiome when the post last rings. 

Despise those who use you ill, and value those 
who love you ; and you will make happy yourself^ 
and most humble servant. 

Your fond husband. Rich Steele* 


406. TO LADY STEELE. 

ST. JAMES^S-STREET, 
DEAR PRUE, OCT, fl, IJIJ. 

Yours of October the 3d and 5th lie before me ; 
most part of them are about things and persons that 
I can only neglect, &c. Your journey is a matter 
of consequence, and in this posture I will leave it 
1 will send you down a direction * to be sent to 
London with a proper direction; and that order 
shall command a coach and six horses, with a dis- 
cireet woman in it, to bring you to town. This 
woman shall wait upon Mrs. Keck, and have 
her approbation, and the whole settled with her ; 
which is the readiest way I can think^of to follow 
jyour commands and inclinations. 

I am. Madam, 
Your most affectionate husband, 
and, Prue, your faithful servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* So the Original. - 
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407. TO LADY STEELE. 

, DEAR PAUBj OCt. 15, 1717. 

JL OURS of the 1 0th, concerning the mortgagee's 
refusal of his money, is very surprizing. All that 
you have to do is, to take notice of the time when 

' he refused it ; and you will from thence be liable to 
pay no further interest. I am giving extravagantly 

— for money ; but my resolution is, to be rid of blood- 
suckers, though I lose a good deal at their last 
draught from, dear Prue, 

Your most affectionate husband, 

and most humble servant. Rich. Steele. 


sssatt 


4q8. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, OCT. I7, I7I7. 

X HAVE yt)urs of the 12th, and have inclosed a 
letter to Mr. Thomas. I could not write to him 
(Erectly, because I did not know where his Tre/en^ 
4eg stands* You had best hot destroy the mort- 
gage, because it may be of use to have it in' being, 
in defence againi^t any other securities, till we are 
both wholly out of debt. But, if he insists to have 
it destroyed, do not delay it, but comply with him, 
for I shall be a clear man before New-year s day, 
^ut^ besides such cohsideratbns, while it is un- 

destroyed^, 
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destroyed, it may, }fy Mr. Thomas's as^mefit of 
it, at any time be so much well secured for ii» 
girls. Your lesson, therefore, is, taioe up the mort- 
ga^, but do not tear the iBstnmient : birt, raCbcr 
than not take it up, tear the instrument. 
Your most obsequious husband^ 

and most bumUe servant, 

. Ricif. SnELeJ 


400. TO LADY STEELE. 

J^BAH FitUB,, [undated*.] 

\ OURS lies before me, I mean that of the I4t& 
I will add two horses to your equipage. I did not 
ti^ink of a strange woman^, but because you named 
no one of your acquaintance ; I like Madam Clark 
^ well as any body, and am glad she will go, fop 
your children heartily want you. I am glad yoof 
reaolve to live well on the road. As to the Go|d- 
ness, , on- this subject I answer very sincerely, thag 
your Ladyship's coldness to me as a woman anl4 a 
wife has made- me think it necessary to suppress the 
^expression of Jtiy heart towards you, because it 
could not end in the pleasures and enjoyments I 
ought to expect from it, and which you obliged me 
to wean myself from, till I had so much money, 
&c. and I know not what impertinence. God be 

* This is in answer to one from his wife^ dated the 14th either 
of September or Octoher. 

. "^ thanked. 
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tiianked^ this whimsey has not been fatal to our 

love! 

.It is impossible to decline gc^ng to Scotknd^ 

f^r ten thousand reasons^ as well as regard to bo- ' 

nour and interest. 

I am, dear Prue, ever yours, Rich. Steels. 

I was going to dose my letter, when Betty and 
Moll desire th(pir duty to you. 


410. TO LADY STEELE. 

\ 

BEAR PRUE^ OCT. aO^ 1717. 

A.FTER many resolutions and irresolutions con- 
cerning my way of going, I go, God willing,, to- 
morrow morning, by the Wakefield coach, on my 
way to York and Edinlburgh. God of his infinite 
mercy preserve you, and grant us an happy meet-* 

I am in too great a hurry, for I go on a sudden ; 
%ut the next stage shall bring you a long letter from 
Your most afl[ectionate husband, 

and most faithful humble servant. 

Rich, ^sel^ 


411.. TO 
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411. TO LAPY STEELE. 

* • » * 

I>EAR PRUE, STAMFORD, OCT. 23, 1 7 1 J, 

X AM got thus far; and my journey, I think, 
dpes- me as much good for the gout, as rocking th« 
same way did you for the spleen. 

I have, ever proposed to myself to move in as 
useful a sphere to mankind as I was able, and have 
this journey taken with me Mr. Majon, a French 
minister (whom you have seen) in order to speak 
French readily at my return ; for I find one cannot 
understand what passes without that language. He 
lies in the same i^oom with me ^ on the road ; and 
the loquacity which is usual at his age, and insepa- 
rable from his nation, at once contributes to my 
purpose, aild makes him very agreeable. It is my 
business while I am absent from you, to fill my 
leisure hours with as much innocent amusement as 
I can. 

The children are almost always in my head 
at the same time with yourself; and I hope we 
shall, when God blesses us in a meeting, contrive 
to make . them a pleasure as a care. I t^ke very 
great care of myself in hopes of that happy hourj 

and am, 

Your most affectionate, obsequious husband. 

Rich. Steeljs. 




412. TO 
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412. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR FRtJfi, EDINBURGH/ NOV. 5, I7I7. 

JriVE letters from you followed mfe tbthisplace^ 
which I received all at once this day. One of the 
51st approves my letter to Mr. John iThomas, and 
desices you may do what yt)u shall think fit by fine, 
by way of reserving a respect from yoyr children, 
atid doing what you think fit with yoiir estate* in 
fevour of such of your children as shall please you 
most. This is .what- 1 have of ten* advised you to do, 
and shall never gainsay. 

Anothp* letter is without date, and has in^ it ah 
hSclosed note from your cousin Alexander. Whiat 
is requited there shall come to you by the ][)ost of 
Thursday next from this place. A third scrip; 
itvithout date, says, my ** letters are short, and so 
lihall yours,'* and concludes. Your fourth is in 
very pleasant humour, which you say you can sup- 
]^rt, provided yon do not want money, and you 
have bespoke gossips for your next child, &c. Thiri 
is- as it should be: keep up this spirit^ and live and 
reign; you shall want nothing on my part towards 
it. 

That which I think must have been the Ikst you 
Writ is of the 58th, and speaks of an assurance or 
obligation that concerns my aunt Scurlock. The 
post here comes in and out the same day ; and I 

* It descended to Elizabeth^ their eldest daugbter^ afterwards 
LadyTrevon 

have 
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have many other letters to write^ so must take till 
Thursday also for that. I am^ dear Prue^ 

Ever yours. Rich. Steels. 

s I shall return to London the beginning of next 
week; and I know the Parliament will separate for 
some days after they meet^ which time I would 
take to come with a coach and six horses for you, 
accompanied by Mrs. Pugh. If you like this, I 
think it would close your negotiations with a good 
air, and drown all impertinencies about us. 


413. TO LADY STEELE. 

EITOK, IK SCOTLAKP, 
DEAlt'FRUE, NOV. 11, I7I7. 

Yours of October 31, came to my hand just 
now between six and seven the second morning-*- 
I should say Monday the third momii^, going into 
the coach on my return to London. I hop^, God 
willing, to be at London Saturday come seVmight. 

I will pay off the news when I come to town, and 
forbid it. I 'desire you would answer as to my pro* 
posal of copying down for you in a coadb mA six— 
with Mrs. Clark ; which, I ^ink, will jHn up your 
affairs w th a good grace, and shew your pojrerover 

Your most obedient husband. 

Rich. St^eub. 
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414. TO LADY STEELE; 


PEARCE B«.1D6E> 
IN f HE cdVSVY OF DU1I4I AM, ' 
©EAR PRtJE, FMDAV, ^fOV* 15^ 17 17- ' 

JL AM now at my inn, in perfect good health, with 
my limbs much better than usual, after seven days 
journey from Edinburgh towards London, You 
Cannot imagine the civilities and honours I had 
done me there; and never lay better, ate or drank 
better, or convere^dl mdi «wi ^ better sense than 
there. I grow very fond of waiting upon you, and 
bringing you from Wales, whea the House is ad- 
journed for a few days ; and, since you Jiear travel- 
ling agrees with me^ I hope to receive your per- 
rtiissioh to attend you. It will be a ridiculous, thing 
for iti'e'to go down thither without you, and, when 
jrcm are there, ti&mt come near 4fce place; and I 
0m &smly resolved to see yow territ6ries the 'first 
leifiusre datys *ram Baiiiment; Therefore you ihnk 
JDobfeidoTJivdhethw ya* -^ill let me bring y6ti, ot 
.eome alone, amd^ blki^tWard ^ *)mard with me 
Qgtiii this mnter : for, as fdr seasons and bed roads, 
1 despit&^hose comid^mtioD^/ when I- have a view 
ibr ithe ps&A of my Family or Cduntry*. 
Y<>jirs etjer, 

: ^ • -.' s^ :i :>•'.<.: ^ RlCH. STEELE.- 

We shall, God willing, be at York dn Friday, 
aftd London the Saturday following. 


'« *. 
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415. TO LADY STEELE^ 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT, 
DEAR PRUE, DEC. 4, 1717. 

X OURS of Sunday was very late notice of your 
larrival. Wilmot went to meet you that yery dayj 
but^ lest you should escape him, I send Mr. Evans 
to meet you on the day you hope to come. I write 
this after being in the House of Commons from one 
at noon to twelve at night, where King George 
—begins to have true and real honest power. 

You cbme in smiles ; and I will sstcrifice all to 
your good^hunxpur. 
Obediently yours, 

, Rich. Steele. 
I am glad to find journeying agrees with ypu s^ 
w^U as me. I hope we shall never port more. 

THURSDAY MORN. 

I went to bed last night after taking only a littlp 
broth ; and all the day before a little tea and brea4- 
mid-butter, with two glas?^ of mum and a piece of 
bread at the House of Commons. 

Temperance and your company, as agreeable ap 

you can make it, will make life tolerable, if not 

easy; even with the gout. God give us an Ji^ppy 

meeting! 

Yours faithftilfy,* tenderly, &c. 

Rich. Steele. 


\ 
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416. FROM MRS.. MANLEY*. 

[1717.] 

\t HEN men cast their eyes upon epistles of 
this kind, from the name df the person who makes 

♦ Daughter of Sir Robert Manley, a zealous Royalist Early 
in life she was cheated into marriage with a near relation, of her 
own name^ who had at the same time a former wife living. De- 
serted by her husband, she was patronised by the Duchess of 
Cleveland, who growing tired of Mrs. Manley in six months, dis- 
charged her> on ppetence that she Ititrigued with her aon. Re- 
tiring into solitude, she wrote her first TVagedy* " llie Bx>yal 
Mischief' This play being acted in 1696 with gitot success, 
she rttceived such unbounded incense from admirers, that her 
apartment was crowded with men of wit and gai^ety, whicb« in 
the end, proved &tal to her virtue. In the same year she also 
published '' The lost'Lover, or, jealous Husband," a Comedy. 
-In her retired hours she wrote '' The Atalantisj** for which, sha 
having made free in it with several characters, her printer was 
appsphended, by a warrant from the Secretary's office. Mrs. 
Manley, unwillf ng an innocent person should suffer, presented 
herself before the Cqurt of King*s-Beiich as the author. Lord 
Sunderland, then Secretary of State, being curious to know 
from whom she got information of several particulars which were 
supposed above her own intelligence, she replied vrith great 
humility, '.' that she had no design in writing, further than her 
own amusement and diversion in the country, without intend- 
ing particular reflectioi]0 and characters; and did assure them, 
that nobody was concerned with her.*' When this was not be^ 
lieved, and the contraiy urged against her by several circumstan- 
ceSj she said, ** then it must be by inspiration 5 because, know- 
ing her own innocence, she could account for it no other way.'* 
Whether those in power were ashamed to bring a woman to 
trial for a few amorous trifles, or whether (her characters being 
uy^der feigned ^oames) the laws did net actually reach her, she 

??i'as 
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the address^ and of him who receives it, they, 
usuf^Ily havQ reason to expect applauses improper^ 
either to be given or accepted by the parties cbn- 

^ was dischslrged after several public examinations. On the change 
of the Ministry, she lived in reputation and gadety^ and amused 
herself in writing Poems and^ Letters^ and conversiAg.\<riththe 
Wits. A sce^qd edition of a volume of her Letters was pub* 
lishedin 1713* '' Lucius^" 9 well-received Tragedy^ was written 
by her^ and acted in 1717. It was dedicated, as above^ to Sir — 
Richard Steele^ who wasthenon such friendly terms with her^ that 
he wrote the prologue to this Play> as Mr. Prior did. the epilogue. 
She died July 11, 1724. — ^The welfare of society being not at 
all affected by the misdeeds of those ^ho have acquired any 
degree of eminence being known ; on the contrary, when it is 
•een that, in spite of considerable talents^ poverty and contempt 

. (as in the present instance) generally accompany any deviations 
Afom the rule of right, it will tend to promote the practice of 
virtue, and be attended with consequences beneficial to the 
immunity ; tiie following well-authenticated anecdote of Mrs. 
Bfanley is here preserved. In 1705 she was concerned with one 
Abs. Mary Thompson, a young woman who had been kept by a 
gentleman of the name of Pheasant, of Upwood, in Hunting* 
donshire, and then deceased, in prosecuting a suit in Doctors 
Commons, on the part of Mrs. Thompson, as the widow of Mr. 
Pheasant ; the object of the suit being to establish her right of 
dower out of Mr. Pheasant's estates, which were about 15002. 
a year. It appeal^, on the evidence, which is recorded in 
Doctors Conmions, that Mrs. Mauley and Mrs. Thompson were 
jointly concerned in the prosecution, and that she was to have 
had 100/. per cavnum for life, if it had succeeded. They bad 
procured one Edmund Smith, a very infamous fellow, and then 
a prisoner in the Fleet, to forge a marriage entry in the register 
at a church in Aldersgate Street, which was supported by Smith's — 
•wearing himself to have procured the parson who performed 
the ceremony ; and that he and a Mr. Abson were present at the 
wedding. The parson fixed on was one Dr. Oeaver, who ap^ 
pears, fhnn the evidence, to have been a low and scandalous 
priest; and, it is believed, the man who married at the Fleet. 

Cleave 


certied. I ftar it will, at'firrt sigbt, be much indre 
sb iil thk address * than any other whitfr has at any 
tiiixe appeared; biit while common dedications afe' 
stuffed with painful panegyricks, the plain and. ho-^ 
i^est bupine^s of this is, pply to do ^u. act of justice^ 
and to eod a fonner misunderstanding bejbw^een ti)^ 
Author, aftd ^hiin whom she here makes twer jfi^ttron* 
In consideration that one knows not hpW far what 
we have, said of eagh other may aflfect our characr 
ters in th^ world, I tak« it for aii act of honour tot 
■ , • f . . 

Ofeaver and Ab^cm were both dead \?hen Smith wae examaed. 
llie caua^ was supported by some weak coUaJ^i^ fvidefice, 
aad was over^iBowa by the strcHig^t pvidencae to the wickedaesii 
of Smithes character, and l^ {k'oc^ th^t the e|[i^> which ^ith 
swore to havtQ l^n entered by Hr. Pheas^t; hkns<df^ was not 

^Mr. PheCalint*s hand-writing \ wbQ' hvi^ with Mis. Thompson 
a« his nnatfess, and not a^ his v^i%. Upon ^e who,le« Mrs. 
Madaley*s conduct in this afiair she^s her to have Ij^een ^ base 
and wicked womcai^ capable of suborning perjury and im^sij 
for gain. It ie to be noted> that this was^ in the. year }70^« 
In the latter part of (Ji^jeen Anna's reign she was in high £»oua^ 

--mth the T<me39 as a party-wijter ; - 2|i^d was noticed bj Dr« 
Swifts whoiA she asaiated in the JEjoMi^er.. Whej^er 1^ knen^ 
her TiBal oharacter^ is perhaps uncertain. She parsed the re*, 
snain^er of her lile with Soft's very good Mend>. Jolin Barber^ 
ahktoian and priiMter^ as hia mistress. She_ must have been 
fortunate if her baseness was not known j if it wa^. Dr. $wift*i 
Inmds at leaist are not n^ueh credited by their connexi(>nsvri4h 
bar. It is not likely that Mis. Manky's conduct was a secret^ 
as she was known as a writer before 1705 > find Smithy in his 
evidence^ swears that he first heu:d of the caifise ^being insti- 
tuted at a Cofee^house accidetitaUy^ where Mr«. JPAeas4Z7U>-caus^ 
was talked of, and Mr. Peere WiUiams, then an eminent couni- 
eel, wais examined as a witness..; so that the matter was certsonly 
of public notoriety. 

* Wlxich wjEis prefixed to '^ Luchis, a Tragedy, 17^7 >** beiag 
the dedication referred to in p. 18^. 

declare^ 
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«kclar^> oi» iny partjr 1^8(t I U»vjS^ ifko^ kucmB. ^ 
gr^ai^r pfortifiieation thfln whea I {Uve reflected 
upon the seventies . whkh have flowed from a pen> 
whicH is now, yon ^ee^j 4i$pos)ecf ^ muclvto celg- 
borate a^d c<Hni»ead yq^. On your pa«t^ your siia^ 
fete eiadeavour to p^an^te the reputatiKHi and su^ 
€e»s of this Trag^dy^ 9^e iiifalliUe testimoBi^ of 
the cafido^i^ f^4 ^i^ndship y^u retain for me« 
I r^oii^e m this p^blii^ -retrilMtiou ; and with plea^ 
♦ui^ ai^HoWl^dge/ that I fi»d by fexperieace, that 
fom» i«pefi|t uotio^ whU^h I had! th^ good fort^n^ 
to give you for your conduct in ^wey hfe, wjtli 
some hazard to ^fiysel^ were not to he blotted out 
of your meipgtwy by any hardship* that followed 
them. 

. I l^npw yo^ ^. welj, that I am assured you already 
think I have, on this subject, said too much ; and 
I am confident you believe of me, that, did I not 
conceal much nioire, I should not say so much. 
Be then the very memory of disagreeable things 
forgotten for ev6f, anrf give me leave to thank you 
fo* yaur ki»di)«s^>'to this Pli^y^ ap<l, intjetiim, to 
shew towards your merit the same gopd-wiU. Bit 
when my heart is full, and my pen ready to express 
the kindest sentiments to your advantage, I rieflect 
uppn whs^t I have loi-merly heard you say, that the 
faiyie of a gentleman, like the credit of a merchant, 
'must ftpw from his own intrinsic value ; and that 
all means to enlarge it^ which dp not arise natu- 
rally from that real worth, instead of promoting the 
character of either, did but lessen, and render it 
suspicious. . I leave you, therefore, to the great op- 
portunities, which are daily in your power^ of be- 
( stowing 


/ 
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stowing on yourself yrhat nobody €l^ can give 
you; and, wishing you health and prosperity, I 
omit to dwell upon some very late actions of yours 
in public, which unhappy prejudices made as little 
expected from you, as the zeal and solicitude which 
yOti shewed for my private interests in the success 
of this Ray. I shall say no more, trusting to the 
gallantry of your temper for further proofs of 
fnendship ; and allowing you, like a true woman, 
all the good qualities in the world now I am pleased 
with you, as well as I gave you all the ill ones when 
I was angry with you. 

I remain, with the greatest truth. Sir, 

Your most humble, most faithful, 
and roost obliged servant, 

De tA RrviER Manley. 


BflVBB 
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417. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, MONDAY MORK, JUNE S3, I7I8. 

SEND this messenger to tell you that I shall 
not be with you till eight o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. At that hour, God willing, I shall reach 
Hampton-oourt, and hasten (as soon as I have taken 
up you and the rest of my dear cargo) to London^ 
where it is necessary I should be in the forenoon. 

I am, dear Prue, your most affectionate, most 
obedient husband and servant. Rich. Steele. 

I was so pleased with my son from his lodging 
to Hampton, that I shall, please God, take him 
with me to Scotland. 

♦l9. TO 
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418. TO MR. ALjJXANDER SCURLOCK*- 

DEAR COUSIN, DEC. 2J, IJlB. 

T- ' 
HIS is to let you know that my dear and ho- 
noured Wife departed this life last night -j*. 

^ Cousin to Jjady Steele^, and nephew of the gentleman to 
whose liiemory Steele placed the following epitaph at liangunnor : 
'' Near this place lie the remains of that polite person, Jonathan 
Scurlock, Esq. — ^When he had finished his studies in Trinity 
College in Camhridge^ he arrived at a good degree of knowledge 
of the Laws at Gray*s Inn in London. IJe officiated as a justice 
of the peace in the county of Carmarthen, which he filled with 
greA reputation. If you consider the gentlenian as a Chnstiafi^ 
he filled" all the several offices of piety to God> duty to his pa* 
rents, love to his wife, liberality to the poor^ and good-will to^* 
wards all mankind. By a fate happy to himself, but to be la- 
mented by others, he breathed his last on the 16th day of March, 
in the year of our Lord 16S% and in the 29th year of his age. 
No man hath lived too short a time, who hath practisei 
perfect virtue. Cicero.' 

t On her grave-stone in Westminster-abbey there is the fol- 
lowing inscription : " Dame Maiy Steele, wife of Sir Richard 
Steele, knight, daughter and sole heiress to Jonathan Scurlock^ 
esq. of the county of Carmarthen, died Dec. 2g,. 171S, aged 40 
years 1 leaving issue one son and two daughters, Eugene, Eli- 
zabeth and Mary." Arms ; Argent, a bend counterpon^. Ermine 
and Sable, between two lions* heads, erased Gules ; on a chief 
Azure three billets Or. — ^* The curious Reader, alter knowing 
that this Lady was the wife of so remarkable a gentleman, w$ll 
be undoubtedly disappointed with this plain inscription, which 
merely suffices to point out to her Childmi the spot of 
ground where the remains of their dear Mother were interred ; 
and will be likewise extremely desirous to be let as fer as possible 
into her character. In order to give such satis&ction, the Reader 
is to know that there is a monument erected to her in her hus- 
band's writings [Dedication to '' The Ladies Library,-' seep. 351] j 
which may perhaps outlast, but will certainly last as long as the 
structure in which she lies ^ wherein will be found all that could 

' be 
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I cJesiT? ^ly Aiu?t Scurlock, and Mrs, Bera^, 

anct you yourself, would immediately go into mourn- 
ing .; and place the chai^ for such moumiiig of 
those two Jadies and your own, to the account of, 
• ' Sir, your most affectionate kinsman, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steel?. 
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415. TO BISHOP HOADLY*. 

M¥ LOUD, [1718.3 

4 HOPJI I ;sball be able to wait upon you at the 
plsice you command me at tjiree of the cIoc]s; oa 

Ik Mid of the whole Woman, the Matd«», the Wife, the Com*- 
papion, the Fnend, the Mother; suid the Mistress. Her vkftuo 
conpeSed him to pajr her a public respect that is Tesy tmtisual 
among the mistaken fashionable vforldy after marnage. Here 
tSui well-bred Hit^iaBd makes fpublic addresses t^ hib desening 
Wiife, and with the greatest pleasure e3q)res@«a hixoa^/* 

Antiquities .of St. Peter's, Westaiiuiater, v<9l. H. p. 19$.. 

The fbUowing: notices are from Lady ^ede a haadwiiitixi^:* 
. ^* My datighter EUzal^tb was. bora the 36th of March, l^W, 
en a Saturday evening, half an hour after six, or sevea ^'clock. 
She. was chrl^ened the 6th of Apiul; her god&thefs IMbr. 
Wortley Mbnti|giie and Mr. Adiisoa; her gods«)tikers, my 
Mother and Mrs. Vaughan. My son jRichard vi^ boaw the Sdiii 
of May,. ITIO, ott a Thursday vomim^, a lititle after thvoe 
o*docJ£ ; and was christened th^ d4th dC June \ hid god&thers 
Loird Hahfu and « Mr. Hopkins the.dder; his godaa^thev-wad 
my Mother (Mrs. Vaughan stood for her), D^ soa Eij^geae w«^ 
bom the 4th of March, 1712, oa a Tuesday, ha]£~an hour a&$r 
ten at night. He was christened the 3d of Afoii' ^ the gossips 
Mr. Warner, Mr. Ashurst, and my ModMX in person." 

* Dr. Benjanun Hiaadly, bom at Wc»|erhua in Keat> Ifov. ' 
14, 1676 y admitted Pensioner of CaAharJttQ Hall^ Cambridgit, 

Feb. 
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MondSay xiext. There is n^ great ^^^fBger of your 
assuming more power thian is welq^me : you never 
exert so mueli ^ is voluntarily given you. Com- 
ing home the other night, afte^ your great conde- 
scension in liking such pleasures as I entertained 

Feb. IS, 1691 3 elected Pellow, Aug. 23, 1697. In I70I, he 
was' appointed* lecturer of St. Mildred in the Poultry. In 1704 
he obtained the rectory of St. Peter le Poor, in Broad Street 5 and 
Feb. is, 1710, was presented* isb the rectory of Streatham in 
Surrey. Feb. 16, 1715-16, he Was admitted and sworn King'^ 
Chaplain ; and consecrated Bishop of" Bangor March 18. In 
172i he was translated to Hereford, and confirmed Nov. S. Ill 
17^ he was translated to Salisbury, and confirmed Oct. 29$ 
ftnd, elevtn years after, was advanced to the bishopric of Win- 
ehester, (confirmed Sept. 16, 17S4,) which he held near twenty- 
seven years 5 till, on April 17^ 1761, at his palace at Chdsea, in 
the same calm he had enjoined amidst aH the storms that blew 
armind him, he died, fuU of years atid honDtms, beloved and re^ 
gretted by all good men, in the 85th yes^ of his agei His use- 
fill labours, which wiU ever be esteemed fey aM lovers of the ni»- 
iaral, civil, and religious rights of Englishmen, were ebUected^ 
"far three foko volutnes, by his son. Dr. John Hoadly, chancellor 
of Winchester, the last aforviving male of a very numerous ao^ 
respectable family, tiho prefixed to ^lat pitblication a short ac- 
count of the venerable Bishop's life. 

lit the paflotir at Stationers Hall is a half-lebgdi of Bishop 
Hoadly, seated) an excellent portrait 3 habited in therobet<^ 
a l^relate, xm^er those of Dean of the Order of the Gaorter. 
This, eminent l>i\itte appears to have been more than 60 yean 
^ old, when the painting was made, and has pleasant fbH fear 
tnres shaded by a moderate-siaed powdered mg* On a laiBQl 
under it is inscribed, *' This portrsut of Dr. Benjamin Hoad^, 
Lord Bishop of Winchester, Frelate of the most Noble Order 
of the Garter, was painted at the expence of WilMam Wiikins, 
esq. Citizen and Stationer of London, out of the high esteem 
and veneration he had for the Bishop, on account of hn beiii|^ 
always actuated by the true spirit of the Gospel, and the jnin- 
•ciples of the Protestant Religion, and of his being a firm friend 
to Liberty, Religious and Civil. Mr. Wilkins left it to the Sta- 

tione*'-' 
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your Lordrfiip with, I made the distich, which yoa 
wiH find if you turn over the leaf*. 

Virtue with so much ease on Bangor sits. 

All faults he pardons, though he none commits. 

I am, my Lord, your most obliged, 
most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

doners Company after his "life's decease ; wlio departed this 
life the 29th day of July, 1784/' 

* The following article is extracted from a letter written by 
Dr. John Hoadly : ^' My father, when Bishop of Bangor, was, 
by inntation, present at one of the Whig-meetings held at 
The Trumpet, in Shoe Lane, where Sur Richard, in hi^ zeal, ra* 
ther exposed himself, having the double duty of the day upon 
him, as well to celebrate the immortal memory of King William^ 

being the 4th of November, as to drink his friend Addison 
up to conversation^pitch, whose phlegmatic coastitutioa was 
baldly warmed for society by that time Steele was not fit for it 
Two remarkable circumstances happened. Jphn Slt, the hat- 
ter, of £Bkcetious memory, was in the house ; and, when pretty 
mellow, took it into his head to come uito the company on his 
knees, with a tankard of ale in his hand, to drink off to the 
immortal memerf, land to retire in the same manner. Steele, 
sitting next my Father, whispered him. Da laugh ; it is humanity 
to laugh. Sir Richard in the evening, being too much in the 
same condition, was put into a chair, and sent home. Nothi^ 
would s^rve him but being carried to the Bishop of Bangor's, 
late as it was. However, the chairmen carried him home, and 
got him up stairs, when his great complaisance would wait on 
them dovm stairs, which he did, and then was got quietly to 
bed. The next morning he was much ashamed, and sent the 
Bishop the distich printed above. — On such another occasion 
the waiters were hoisting him into a hackney coach, with some 
labour and pains, when a Tory mob was passing, with their 
cry, Down with the Rump ! — Up with the Rump, cried Sir 
Richard, or I shall not b€ at home to-night" 

i 
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420. to THE Right Hon. Sir JOHN WARD, 
KNtGHT^ Lord Mayor of London. 


As 


MYLORDj [1718.] 

I think it manifest that the design, explained 
in the following account, will introduce a new and 
profitable course of trade ; I presume to address this 
narration to the greatest Magistrate of the greatest 
commercial City *. 

Your personal eminent qualities, as a good citizen 
and man of business, M^hich I have frequently hesftrd 
you exert, where you, with great ability, represent 
the same City in another honourable character *^, 
entitle you also to the veneration and esteem which 
determine me in my present application. 

The Arts and Sciences (in which I pretend to no 
accurate skill) should always be employed in en- 
quiries diat may tend to the general advantage ; and 
they must lose the name of liberal, when the pro- 
fessors of them iseclude themselves from society, or 
live in it without applying their abilities to the ser- 
vice of it. For it is by the joint force of men of 
dijfTerent talents, that useful purposes are best ac- 

* This was prefixed to the " Account of the Fish-Pool:*' of 
which see several of the preceding Letters^ particularly lietter 
570, p. 451. 

t He represented the Oty of London in the Parliamenti 
elected in 1708 and 1714^ and the borough of Djunwich in 1722. 
He was elected Alderman of Ca^dleWick Ward in I709 ; seiryed 
the oflSce of Sheriff in 1716, and that of Lord Mayor in 1718-19. 
He was also one of the Directors of the Bao]^ -, and di^ Inarch 
12^ 1726-6. 

complished i 
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complished; ancTa certain felicity of invention in 
one, joined to the experience and practical skill of 
another, may bring works to perfectioni which 
would be so far from growth, that they would not 
so much as have had birth, but from the good in- 
telligence between persons of unlike abilities, whose 
good will towards each other united their endeg^- 
voHr^. ' 

I xlare piiomiae your Lordship, thattlie cprre-- 
spondenqe between the undertakers of this d^sig?^ 
will produce to the world many other o'perations *, 
which will create more wonder ttett they w^re not 
performed before, thaa that they are now brought 
into jus^ : .for it is certain, that great and worthy 
works ^re every day lost, by the distance which i$ 
kept "b^ween men, from the very reason which 
should make them seek each othar in their different 
ways of life and education. 

Anioag the emplojnmeats of human life, that of 
the Mer chajpi: (whose good i^ liie good of all men) 
should by all be held in the first esteem : it 4s he 
who enlarges the inte]!ests of his Country ; it is he 
who, by his credit, makes his fietlow-citizen every 
where fit home, and extends the offices, advantages, 
ackd jcivilitiea, of acquaintance and neighbourhood 
to all parts of the habitable world. 

* If it were not that Steele had been, long before this timCjj 
laughed at as a chemist who was searching in vain for the philo- 
sopher's stone, one might have supposed, from this passage, 
that '^ the laboratory at Poplar, now converted into a gardett- 
house," was the scene of the secret op«*ations whence the Fish- 
Pool and other wonderful discoveries were to originate. Sc9 
Swift's Works, ed. 1S08, vol. V: p. 143, vol. XVI. p. 165. 

The 
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The following invention is proposed to be carried 
on with a superior reg^d to the laws and rights of 
commerce, which oblige every man to think oT him- 
self but in the second place, or to make his first in- 
tentions, at least, strictly agreeable to the good of 
hig Country, and that of all hi» feilow-citizens ; aiid> 
therefore, the accoimt of k may be a present ik^ 
unwordiy a gentlenaui of your free and disinterested 
character ; and I flatter myself it wiil have 'the ia^ 
fluence of your Lordship in the proseeutioli of ita 
I need not say how great that influence must need* 
be, where you act for them in the greatest capacities 
yoiir fellow-citizens have to bestow. 

I congratulate borti 'diem and you, that a.person 
of such known equanimity is vested with the double 
capacity of asserting and protecting their prisrileges ; 
whose candour and benignity naturally tend to abate 
animosity, encourage industry, promote peac^ pre- 
vent disorder, secure wealth, and relieve poverty: 
in all which noble ends and cares I wish you a pros- 
perous and memorable mayoralty ; and again hum- 
bly desiring, that if the design shall in the least 
degree appear serviceable in any of these generous 
respects, it may have your protection. 

1 remain, my Lord, 
, Your Lordship's most obedient, 
and most hunible servant, 

Rich. Steele. 

■ - . . . . ' / 
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421. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE *. 

MY DliAR CHILD, MISS BETTY, 

v/NE matter of moment or other has detained me 
all this day ; nor can I see you to-night. I thank 
you for your purse ; and, if you and I live till this 
day twelvemonth, you are to ask me for it again full 
of gold. God bless you ! Remember me to Molly. 
Be observant of the good guardian '\ God has raised 
for you. Rich. Steele. 


422. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

BEAR BETTY, 

xF you have a letter from Mrs. Keck to me, pray 
•end it me by the bearer, sealed up. You may re- 
member you sent me one open ,by him. He is a 
very faithful servant: but he miglit have been other- 
wise for aught you knew ; not to say that it is also 
respect to me to have a letter from you when I send 
you one. 

Give my most humble service to Mrs. Snow when 
you see her, and beg her favour to visit you. You 
are at your new lodgings ; and always preserve the 
highest respect to her for being willing to receive 
you. 

* His eldest d&U£^bter> afterwards Lady Ttevor. 
t Mrs. Keck. 

But 
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But it is impossible for me to be easy ^tHout 
^seeing you every moment 1 have leisure. • 
I am, most affectionately, your lather. 

Rich. Steele* 
My service to Molly. 
I had business kept me at home all day. 


sac 


423. FROM CAPTAIN ROGERS *. 


KASSAU^ ON SEW PROVIDENCE, 
>IR, JAN. 30, 1718-19. 

JLiAVlNG writ to you by several former oppor- 
tunitiesj and not hearing from you, I have the 
greater cause to inveigh against the malice of the 
Pirates who took Captain Smyter, lately come from 
liondon, from whom I have since heard that there 
were several letters directed to me and Mr« Beau- 
champ, which the Pirates after reading tore. 

Every capture made by the Pirates aggravates the 
mppavent inclinations of the Commanders of our 
Men of War ; who have openly avowed, that the 
greater number of Pirates makes their suitable ad- 
vantage in trade; for the Merchants of necessity 
are forced* to send their effects in the King's bottoms, 
when they from every part hear of the ravages com- 
.mitted by the Pirates. 

* Diriected '' To the Hon. Sir Richard Steele > to be left at 
Bartram's Coffee-house, in Church-court, opposite Hungerford- 
market, in the Strand, London. Via Carolina'* 

h h There 
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There is no Governor in these American parts^ 
who has not justly complained of this grand neg- 
ligence ; and I am in hopes the several representa- 
tions will induce the Board of Admiralty to be 
rtiore strict in their orders. There has not been one 
here almost these five months past ; and^ as if they 
wished us offered as a sacrifice both to the Spaniards 

^ and Pirates, I havfe not had influence enough to 
make our danger prevail with any of them to come 
to our assistance, because of their greater occupa- 
tions in trade. I, however, expect to be sufficiently 
provided, if the Spaniards, as believed, defer their 
coming till April. 

At my first arrival I received a formal visit from 

. a woman called Pritchard, who by her voluble 
tongue, and mentioning several of our first Quality 
with ^ome frtedom, and, withal, saying that she 
was known to you, Mr. Cardonnel, and Sir Wil- 
liam Scawen, next to whom she lived, near the 
Story's, Westminster, that I gave her a patient hear- 
ing. She dressed well, and had charms enough to 
tempt the Piratcsi ; and, when she pleased, could 
assume an air of haughtiness, which indeed she 
shewed to me, when I misdoubted her birth, educa- 
tion, or acquaintance with those Noblemen and 
others, whom she could without hesitation call 
ov^r, and indeed some very particular private pas- 
sages. She had often a loose way of speaking, which 
made me conjecture she endeavoured to win the 

^hearts of her admirers to the Pretenders interest, 
ai>d made me grow weary of seeing her. . 

This my indifference, and a little confinement^ 
provoked her to depart hence for Jamaica, saying, 

" that 
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^^ that she would take passage for England to do her- . 
«6lf justice, and did not cdme abroad without money 
to support her." She talked much of Sir Ambrose 
Crawley and his son, from whom die intends to 
provide a good quantity of iron-work ; and, with « 
suitable eargo of other goods, she says she will soon 
make another turn this way ; and is seldom serious in 
her talk. I thought fit to say thus much of a wo- 
man who pretends to such a general knowledge of 
men, particularly of you and Mr. Addison. If our 
carpenters had not otherwise been employed, and I 
could have spared them, I should have been glad to 
have made her first Lady of the Stool. She we^L 
hence, as I thought, with resentments enough ; 
but I have heard since from Jamaica, that she has 
not only forgot her passion, but sent her friendly 
service to me ; and, as I expect, she now is on her 
way home, designing to do me all the good offices 
that she can with all the numerous gentlemen of her 
acquaintance : but I cannot believe it ; and I begj if 
you see her soliciting in my behalf, be pleased to 
let her know I do not exjpect her company here, and 
she cannot oblige me more than to let me and my 
character alone. 

Captain Whitney, commander of his Majesty's 
ship the Rose man of war, being one of the three 
that saw me into this place, and left me in the ut- 
most dangef so long ago-*— he also pretends to a know 
ledge of you, -and several of my friends in London? 
but he has l^haved so ill, that I design to forget 
him as much as I can ; and if he is acquainted with 
you^ and sees you in London before me, I desize 
1^ might know his character front the «everU ac» 

hh 3 coun^ 
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Counts I have sent hence ; which, with what goc* 
from other ports, may serve to convince all his 
friends that he is not the man that he may have ap- 
peared to be at home* 

'* t hope Mrs. Ker and Roach whom I sent hence 
has been often with you, and that thi« will heepe 
^ your hands in perfect health, and that you have 
thrown away your great cane, and can dance a mi- 
nuet, and will honour me with the continuance of 
your friendship ; for I am, good Sir, 

Your most sincere humble servant, 

WooDEs Rogers^ 

Be pleaded to excuse my writing to you in such 
a hurry, as obliged me to write this letter in two 
different hands. My humble service to Mr. Addisoa 
and to Mr. Sansom* This comes inclosed to Mr* 
G. with whotn I hope you will be acquainted. 

W. R. 


424. TO MR. ALEXANDER SCURLOCK. 

, VIJLXtERS-STREET,, YO^K-BUILDIKGI»> 

. ; l^EAB. COUSIX, FEB. I9, I718-I9. 

1 BELIEVE this will come to Carmarth^nt abotit 
Ihe time of your arrival there ; and I send it to sig- 
nify to-ydii that L foresaw many inconveiiiencie* 
Whicn might arise from making any assignment oiv 
the Playhouse; and therefore, instead of giving Mrs. 
ftoach any ordei* on that part of my income, I gave 
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her another letter of attorney for an hundred a-year 
to be paid by you — that is a ferther hundred ; in alL 
two hundred. I shall take care, God wiUing, to 
appropriate all arising from the estate to the service 
of the children ; but at the same lime I must make 
it pay all funeral charges of the la^e jposs^s^s ;9| ]j^ 
my honoured mother, and dear Wjif<^: thereipr^,.Jj 
entreat you . to hav;e your thoughts ngprtr pupplyji^jg 
^ose proper charges with the greatest expeditiQji 
-^that ntiay oepjoper. I have ordered all the trades^ 
men to bring in their bills, and, shall transmit 
the sum^ to you, and desire thereupon that ypn 
may tell me what they .are to trust to jasrto time gyf 
payment. I am, dear S^Jidy, 
^ Your faithful friqnd and humble servant; 

KiCH« Steele* 


EBSC^SS 


425. TO DEAR BETTY STEEJ.E. 

DEAR CHILp, AUY 21, IJl^. 

J. HAVE your pretty letter, and Jbave sent ta 
know whether I can have ^ny tickets * or not, or 
whether there will be room ; but have not yet an 
answer. Be grateful, obedient, and respectful to 
Mrs. Keck ; and you will oblige your most afiec- 
tionate father. Rich. Steele. 

Service to Molly. 

* This probably was to a splendid Ball, which was given to 
the young Princesses, in the Greenhouse at Kensington Gardens, 
on the King's birth-day. May 28, the day oh which their 
bou$hQl4*estab^hment was first ionned. 

426. FROM 
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426. FROM MR. CUTTEFORD, 

HOKdUKED SIR, PQOLE, MAY S8, 1719. 

jL OURS of the igth instant received; and I shall, 
' itccording to your orders^ endeavour (I hope with 
success) to be laden with a cargo of live cod. 
Answerable to your desire, I shall receive judgment 
particularly; but according to the advice I shalf 
receive from persons of mora experience. However, 
your Honour may be assured, I will not omit any 
opportunity to shew your Honour and Mr. Gilmore, 
my patrons, iiow much I am 

Yours, &c. • Hen. Cuttefgrd. 

1719, Monday, May 4, about noon got under sail, 
th# wind at E. and E. N. E. small breezes ; at four 
past noon came to an anchor, a little below Wool-* 
wich, in six fathom water, being quite calm. 

Tueisday the 4th, this morning proving very foggy 
durst not move. At twelve weighed anchor with at 
«tiff gale. At one the wind blew very hard ; then 
opened all the sluices, and the pilot and all the 
ship's crew thought she isailed something faster then 
than when closed. The wind being at E. and 
E. N. E. she heeled half gunnel to; in that po- 
sition, from one tack to another, we found her 
neither too crank nor too stiff, and never cmce missed 
, her steering, either on the larboard or starboard 
tacks. We took exact notice that during this hard 
wind th^ water in the hold was not disturbed; 
-- only the motion of the cujjent through the hold 

throws 
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throws some parts of it iijto eddies, which caused 
the top of the water in the well, by changing the 
water, to move in small ripplings, perceivable by 
chips on the top of the water ; and those chips to 
move faster or slower, as the sluices were wider or 
closer, or the sloop went fester or slower. At Ipur 
anchored at Gravesend against the Castle^ in six 
fathom water. 

Wednesday, at one in the morning, got under 
sail, had very little wind, and variable witK calms* 
At nine got dowa about three miles to the Eastward 
of the buoy on the Noreythd wind W. N. W.; then 
let go our trawl net, and' got a dish of fish, and put 
fastened into the well, then made the, best of our 
flood back again ; being becalmed, cmx^ to. an- an- 
chor s^en miles below Gravesend. 

Thursday, at two in the morning, the wind W. 
S. W. and very small breeze and calms ; so co|ild 
only fell up with the flood.^ .At eight or nine got 
to Gravesend, took the fish out of her hold as aliv^ 

w 

as ever, dine4 on them, and set sail for our voyage 
at five in the afternoon for MontVbay or Ireland. 

Remarked by me, H^nrv CyTXEFORp, Master ;- 

and several others. 

P. S. Honoured Sir, the pilot is jusit going oa 
^hore ; so have only time to inform of our safe ar^ 
rival in the Downs. We anchored here at ninfe 
thill night. The pilot is hasty to be on, shoje. 
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427. .TO MR. LAWS*, AT PARIS. 


8.* . 


SIR, AUG. 12, 1719, 


I 

J[ 'BELIEVE you may have heard my name men- 
tkmed since I had the honour to converse tvith you, 

* John Law, esq. (one of the early friends, and eompaoiooi 
,^: Contain Steele) was memorable for a fatal duel/ in l,694> 
with Bet^\i Wilson; for which he was tried at the Old Bailey; 
•and;'beingc6nvicted, received a pardon from the Crown ; but 
fi^sAdetaine^in prison by the relations of Mr. Wilson under an 
jippfE^l; . Be ,&und <lnfian6> homeyer, to escape ^ a»d going to 
J?ranf^jr became tfie :&iunddr of the '^moup Misfi^sippi scheme. — 
In 17^1 Xhaving'pacified the surviving relations of Mr. Wilson 
With tOO.bOOZ.) he returned to£ngland> where he continued ta 
l^^idnrtiJl he received the mortifying intelligence of the confis- 
cation of his whole property in Pranee 5 but, being colkicious of 
'iQj^ mectit^dedf bit oonduot ip ^e loanagemeiit o£ the, finances, 
land U;iat the balance would, upon' examination,, b^.^found con*^ 
siderably in his &vou]:9/he had |^ood reason to flat^^r himself 
Ivith the hopes of receiving a large* sum, especially as flie Regent 
always professed' a more than ordinsay regard for him, and con- 
•tipued.'piincttKdly to remit his official salary of '26>000 Mvres ^ 
yea^ . JBut th^ death of his Boyial Highness, Pe^. 2, 1723, was 
a &tal blow to the hopes of Mr. Law y who, ii^ a memorial to . 
thi'litdte of 'Bourbon, dated Oct. 15, 1724, states himself as 
^♦' bankrupt, not only in France, but also in other countries 5" 
and '' his children, courted by the most considerable families 
ift Rmoe; m d^^Utute of fbrtuiie aid establii^hment.*'-^'^.'! had 
iOiVag fOffffi,*' .he says, " tor have settled my daiigk^ ia mar- 
riage iji tl\e., first houses in Italy, Germany and England ; but I 
refused aQ offers of that naturq, thinking it inconsistent with 
my duty to, and my affection for, ' the state in whose service I 
had the honour to be engaged.'* He bad a final adieu to BritaiA 
in 1725 5 and fixed his residence at Venice 5 where he concluded 
the chequered course of his life, in a state but little removed 
from indigence, March 21, 1729> in his 68th year. 


and therefore will not suppose you have ^oUy^/br-^ 
got me. With this hope- 1 entfer upon the i!)U&i|ies& 
of this letter with the less preface ; ind ationcfe 
inform you, that the King hw given me his Xettex^s^^ •— - 
Patent for the sole use of an invention fet bringing 
Fish alive and in good health, wherever taken^ ta 
any other part however distant It i« wdl lu»owu 
how ill Paris and other parts of France ar^ supplied 
with that commpdity ; and ^t will sgon occur to yo« . 
what great advantage may he made of such% pri- 
vilege^ given by the King of France fof his do- 
minions. 

You have enclosed an exemplar of 4th^ Letters 
Patent in print ; and you shall join your own, that 
of your Brother, or atiy othet name^ in Partner- 
ship with me, in such a Patent. 

The thing pretended is done to all intents and 
purposes; and I have, under a great deal of .'ridi- 
cule and contempt of the greater, the unthinking 
part of the worlds worked it up to an undoubted 
experiment in a sloop of sixty-K>ne tons. Further I 
am not able to carry it of myself; but, now the 
triith of the design is evident, I doubt not but* \ 
shall jSnd rpeans to ^carry it on from a partnership ia 
the profits that may very visibly arise from it. Tbe 
thing itself is a service to the world m gen^^l, 
and a merit to the whole species of men, and not 
only to this, or any other Nation ; and therefore I 
' presume it a request grounded upon the Law of Na-r 
ture, that every Country should distinguish those 
from whom they receive benefit, without regard to 
the places of abode or nativity, m the soil to which ^ 

they are born subjects. You have fbo enlarged a 

view, 


f 
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view, and •the Prince whom you serve has too well 
rfiewn (by his just regard and favour to you) the 
5am# magnanimity to need tnuch discourse on this 
occasion. - - 

Bpt whatever befals this application^ I wish your 
great and noble genius the continuance of pros- 
peroHS adventures ; and am, 

Sir, 
* ' Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich, Steele- 


) *; 


42S. TO MRS. ELIZ. STJIELE. 

m 

MY DEAR CHILD, AUG. 21, 17 1 9* 

1 HAVE your letter; aud am very much pleased 
with the improvement of your hand. I earnestly 
desire you to be careful of obeying whatever your 
good guardian * and kind mistress^ direct. I have 
ll^en taken up with cares, which, I hope, will make 
njy children easy after me. I pray for you and 
your sister, and am 

Your affectionate father. 

Rich. Steeu^. 

* Mrs. Keck. 

t Mrs. Nazereau. Sec Jitter 4$^ 
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429. FROM MR. DENNIS*; 

J)€claring the Reasons for which he published the 
2wo f^olumes of ^^ Select fVbr%$J* 

siE, SEPT. 4, 17 19* 

JL HEBE send you, by the bearer, several pieces 
m verse and prose, written formerly by me, auii 
lately printed in two volumes ; jbut I send th«iii not 
without a double design on you. For, first I desire 
that you would have the goodness to oblige y^ur 
^Managers to make me some recompence this wipter 
for the wrong which they did me the last. Secondly, 
J desire, that you will give ipe leave to say. some- 
thing concerning the piece?5 contained in the3e two 
volumes, and more particularly concerning the mo- 
tive which obliged me to write the chief of them at 
the first, and to publish them lately togethcT ; which 
I shall do with pleasure to omp who has done so 
iBuch good in the same cause in which most of 
them were written. 

Several of the pieces in verse and prose, and 
three of the Plays, were written in the cause of 
Liberty. The Narrative Poems of greater length 
were all of them written upon great and public 
occasions ; and were designed as so many panegyricks 
upon those illustrious persons whose great and he- 
roic actions had made them benefactors to Great 
Britain and Liberty. 

It has always been my opinion, that a free Nar 
tion can never be too jzealous in maintaining their 

* The >veJl-known Critk and Dramatic Writer. 

\ -\ Liberties, 
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Liberties^ because we have been taught^ by too many- 
fatal events, that tbej haw at last been often lost 
by the security and comiptions of those who had 
for steveral^centuiies enjoyed them. /Witness the 
antient Grecians and Romans, and tHe antient and 
modem Spaniards and French. But whenever the 
Liberties of a great Nation are in manifest danger, 
there ail the several members of it, who are not 
abjectly base, will use their utmost efforts in de-; 
fending them. The Liberties of Great Britain have 
in our own memory been in so much danger, that 
they, have been twice in thirty years retrieved from 
immediate ruin, first by the Revolution, and secondly 
by ti\e Accession of King George to the Imperial 
Crbwn of this Island; but even now they by no 
means appear to me to be entirely secured^ 

Since the Revolution, things appear to have been 
strangely reversed in Grestt Britain with regard to 
liberty^. In four or five* reigns immediately pre- 
ceding* the arrival of' King William, of immortal 
memory, the Court was for Arbitrary Power, and 
the people appeared strenuous for Liberty. But, 
sinee that time, the Court has for the most part 
contended for Liberty; and the people, I mean too 
great a part of them, have declared for Slavery. 
^ow, if ever we shonld com€ to be under a King 
who would sacrifice his Protestant Dissenting sub- 
jects to the High Church Clergy, we should quickly 
isee whether the Liberties of a Nation are most se- 
jcure,' when a considerable part of the people (who 
?rre their natural guardians) are resolved to defend 
or determined to resign them. In the mean time, 
gir, it must b^ acknowledged^ to the immortal ho- 
nour 
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nour of the present King, that, by endeavdurmg to 
secure the Dissenters from such a ti^eatmen^ in time 
to come, he is taking the most efiectaal method to 
immortalize Liberty. 

' Thus, Sir, have I acquainted you with the only 
motive of writing the chief of these Poems ; wbidt 
was, the apprehension I had c>f the danger, which 
the Liberties of my Country were in, and conser 
quently the Liberties of the Christian world, of 
which ours are the strongest bulwark. I wrote 
them not then as one who espoufied a party, but as 
— a lover of my Country, and one zealous to promote 
the happiness of Great Britaiti. 1 have been so far 
from having any ambitious aims or sordid views of 
interest, that I have been contented to see several of 
the public rewards engrossed by some who are luke* 
warm, and by others who are • Jacobites in Whig - 
eloathing, while I have remained , very poor in a 
.very advanced age. But one thing, indeed, I have 
someftimes been apt to think exceeding hard; and 
that is, that these luke-warm persons, and these 
Jacobites in Whig eloathing, should be siifiefed to^ 
make use of the power which -they have acquired 
by their falsehood, to the Utter ruin of one who ha^ 
behaved himself all along with the utmost sincerity 
in the noblest cause of Liberty. 

Thus, Sir, have I laid before you the motive 
which engaged me to write the greater part of the 
pieces which are contained in the two volumes. 
1 shall now shew you> how the same motive obliged 
me to use my endeavours to preserve them, if they 
should appear worthy of it,* end consequently ijp 
publish them in the two forementioned volume^^ 
' It 
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Itw^ in October 1716, that I desired a Boo£« 
seller to collect them for me. I thought that, after 
so much time had passed since the writing them, I 
should be capable of forming as true a judgment 
myself of thenf^, as any other person whatsoever, 
who has no better judgment in poetical matters than 
I have } or that tji€ precept of Horace, normm pre^ 
matur in' annum^ must Ibe false and vain. 

Upon a very slow and deliberate perusal of them, 
I could not but conclude^ that, with all their faults, 
they were not altogether deprived of that noble fire 
which alone can make them pleasing ; nor of that / 
justnesij ^nd solidity which alone can make them 
lasting. I believed that, if they were published 
together, they might be able one day to do some 
•-good to the publick, and no discredit to me. 

And I was the more encouraged to venture on 
this. publication, because, Sir, you may be pleased 
to remember, that they Had been favourably re- 
ceived by the most illustrious persons of both par- 
ties for their judgment in Poetry, and their know- 
ledge of the Belles Leftres, by the late Earls of 
Godofphin and Halifax, Mr. Mainwaring, and 
others, among the Whigs ; and by the present Duke 
of Buckingham^ and my Lord Lansdown, among 
the Tories. And if any temptation could make 
me vain, it would be the favourable opinions of 
the last two noble persons, because, as their judg- 
ments in matters of Poetry are unquestioned, they 
can never be supposed to be partial to one who has 
alt his life- time appeared very zealous in contrary- 
principles to those of a party which they by some 
mes^s have been supposed to favour. My Lord 

Lansdown, 
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Ijansdown^ hf making me a p^esent^o noble as 
never has been made by a Subject to any Author 
now living, sufficiently declared, that what I had 
written had not been altogether displeasing to him. 
And it is to the warm approbation which the Duke 
#f Buckingham gave to the Poem ^^ on the Battle — 
of Blenheim/ that I owe the honour of being fir^ 
known to the late illustrious Earl of Godolphin, 
whose good and great qualities, and the benefita 
which Great Britain received from his good and his ;, 
wise administration, make me pr(»ud to own for th^ 
first and greatest of my l^pnefactors. 

Thus/ Sir, I found encouragement to preserve 
these pieces, and especially the Poems written in 
the cause' of Liberty. But I was convinced, at the 
same time, that the only way to preserve them 

--would be to publish them together* Tkyey were in 
a great many different hands, and some of them in 
the hands of such who were mortd enemies to the . 
cause in which they were written. Some of them 
had been very incorrectly printed. The very |pb- 
ject which ought to recommend them to all English- 
men, as well as the harmony without rhyme in se- 
veral of the Poems, made some of them for the 
present less pleasing to above half the . readers, of 
Poetry. Some of them that had oace' appeared 
with applause seemed to have been forgotten. » For 
all things of late days have been managed by cabal 
and party ; and there seems to have been a cons|)i- 
racy in the Commonwealth of Laming, among 
Fools of all sorts, to exalt Folly at the expence of 

^Common-sense, and make Stupidjty triumph over 
Merit in the dominions of Wit ; j^yhich has been 

* . * one 
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one of the Cfuses why things are reduced to tiiat 

* _ _ 

deplorable state upon our British Parnassus, 
Apoll^ and tffte Muses seem to have abandoned it; 
disdaining that their divinities should honour a 
|)Iace with their songs, where fools and pedants, 

• bufibons, euMi<!ihSi and tumblers, have so often m^ 
nith applause. 
• Who could have thought, if he had been told 

' twenty years ago that he should outlive Tragedy 

jifand Comedy, that he had been promised a life of 
iiot quite twenty years ? Yet it is very plain, that 
the promiii had ^xtendeil ho farther ; such the 
power of cabal and party. 

" I have a8^ along had a great aversion to the mak- 
ing a party, or the entering into a cabal ; and have 
sometimes looked upon it with horror, and some- 
times witk^ contempt. Who that has common 
sense can forbear laijighing, when he sees a parcel 

« of fellows who call themselves Wits, sit in com- 
bination round a coffee-table, as sharpers do round 
a Ipzard-table, to trick honest ^ntlemen into an 
approbation of their works, and bubble them of 
their understanding ? 

And yet I hjpre all along known, that nothing in 

**the greater Poetry can grow immediately popular 
without a Atbal or party. I have a long time 
bee* convinced that the more sublimely any thing 
is written in Poetry, and the nearer it comes to 
perfection, the longer it will be before it grows po- 
pular without fuch a cabal; because the more sub- 
limely it is written, and the nearer it comes to 
perfection, ,the ipore it is raised above the appre- 
liensions of thg vulgar. And yet, notwithstanding 

thi/ 
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this knowledge, I have all along resolved to have 
no reputation, or to owe it to my writings. 

Thus Sir, you see the reasons why th^ writing^ 
that make up these two volumes; or at least the 
greater part of them, had been in danger of being 
lost, if I had not taken pains during my life-time 
to correct and publish them together. There is one 
more reason remaining, and that is, th^ malice of 
••tiiose people whom the world calls Poets, whose 
hatred I have been proud to incur, by speaking 
bold and necessary truths in the behalf of a nobl^ 
art, which they have miserably abused by their vile 
poems, and their more vile criticisms. 

And yet it is from these' people that the foolish 
readers of Poetry, which are nine parts in ten, take 
their opinions of Poets and their works ; little be- 
lieving, or once imaginings that these persons are 
N of alt mankind the viery worst qualified to judge of 
their own art ; as having neither the capacity nor 
the impartiality which are requisite for the judging 
truly : for it will be found, generally speaking, that 
Poets, Painters, and Musicians, are capacitated 
less than other men to judge of Poetry, Paintings 
and Music. This, I must confess, may appear to 
some to be so bold a paradox, that I shall endeavour 
to make it out both by reason and authority ; though 
I know very well, at the same tinle, that you can 
make no doubt of it. The generality of PoetSj , 
Painters, and Musicians, are such by thfe mere i 
^ power of a warm imagination. And it is very> 
rarely that a strong imagination and a penetrating 1 * 
judgment are found in the satne subject. We need 
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go no further than Boileau to hear that a celebrated 
Poet is often a contemptible judge: 

Tel excelle h rimer quijuge sottement^ 

Et tel sf est fait par ses vers distinguer par la ville^ 

Qui Janiais du Lucain rC a distingu4 Firgile. 

As for what relates to Painters, I shall content 
myself with the citation of a remark from the in- 
genious and judicious Author of the " Observations 
upon Fresnoy's Art of Painting,*' translated by 
Mr. Dryden. It is the fiftieth remark upon these 
words of Mr. Dryden's translation, * as being the 
sovereign judge of his own art.* 

^^ This word. Sovereign Judge or Arbiter of hig 
own . Art, pre-supposes a Painter to be fully in- 
structed in all the parts of Painting ; so that, being 
set as it were above his art, he may be the master 
and sovereign of it, which is no easy matter. 
Those of that profession are so seldom endowed 
with that supreme capacity, that few of them arrive 
to be good judges of Painting : and I should many 
times make more account of their judgment who 
are men of sense, and yet have never touched a 
pencil, than of the opinions which are ,given by the 
greatest parts of Painters. All Painters therefore 
may be called arbiters of their own art ; but to 
be sovereign arbiters belongs only to knowing 
Painters.*' 

What is said by this ingenious gentleman of 
Painters, is exactly true of Musicians : for which 
I have the opinion of more than one Master among 
them ; a^nd as to the truth of this observation with 
relation to Poets, I have s^id enough above. 

But 


/ 
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But as Poets are not capable^ so neither are they 
- impartial judges, I spteak of those who are only 
Rhimesters. Fpr a great Master is for the most part 
as impartial as he is knowing ; but for the rest, the 
readers of Poetry would do well to consider, that 
if a mistress who is courted by a great many pas- 
sionate rivals should ask any one of them his' opi- 
nion of the rest, it is ten to one that he would 
prefer him most' whom he esteemed least, and whom 
he believed least capable of getting that mistress 
from him. 

Thus, Sir, have I acquainted you with, the mo^ 
tive which obliged me to write the greater part of 
these treatises, and which afterwards engaged me 
to publish them in the two volumes which you 
will reqeive with this, J hope I shall not be thought 
troublesome, if in a second letter I say something 
in particular of the pieces both in verse and prose. 
However, these two letters will convince you of 
tiie good opinion which 1 have a long time enter- 
stained , both of your discernment and your impar- 
tiality. ^ 
J am. Sir, 

Your most humble 

and most obedient servant, 

John Dennis. 


M M 9 43(>* FliOH 


532 


SIR RICHARD STEELE^ 


430. FROM MR. CIBBER*. 


SIR, , ' SEPT. 29, 1719- 

W HILE the World was under the daily correc- 
tion and authority of your Lucubrations y their 
influence on the puhlick was not more visible in any 
one instance than the sudden improvement (I might 
say reformation) of the Stage that immediately 
followed them : from whence it is now apparent, 
that many Papers (which the grave and severe then 
thought thrown away upon that subject) were, in 
your speaking to the Theatre, still advancing the 
same work, and instructing the same world in mi- 
niature ; to the end that, whenever you thought 
fit to be silent, the Stage, as yoi\ had amended it, 
might, by a kind of substituted power, continue to 
posterity your peculiar manner of making the im- 
provement of their minds their public diversion. 

Nothing but a Genius so universally revered 
could, with such candour and penetration, have 
pointed out its faults and misconduct, and so ef- 
fectually have redeemed its uses and excellence 
from prejudice and disfavouf. How often have we 
known the most excellent Audiences drawn toge- 
ther at a day's warning, by the influence or warraat 
of a single Tatler, in a season when our best en*- 
deavours without it could not defray the charge of 
the performance! This powerful and innocent 

* This was CMer's Dedication to Sir Bichard Steele^ of 
^* XtmeMs^ or The Heroic Daughter, a Tragedy, 1719." 

artilice 
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artifice soon recovered us into fashion, and spirited 
us up to think such new favour of our Auditors wor- 
thy of our utmost industry : and it is to that indus- 
try, so instructed, the Stage now owes its reputation 
and prosperity : and therefore, as I have heard you 
say (which I hope will justify my repeating it), *^ to 
talk of suppressing the Stage, because the licenti- 
ousness, ignorance, or poverty, of its former pro- 
fessors may have abused the proper ends .of its in- 
stitution, were, in Morality, as absurd a violence, 
as it would be in Religion to silence the pulpit, 
because sedition or treason has been preached 
there." And though for the same reason our ancient 
L^slature may have been justly provoked to men- 
tion such Actors in terms of ignominy, yet that 
ought no more to be a reproach to his Majesty's 
present Company of Comedians, than it is to the 
Patriots of old Rome, that their first founders were 
robbers and outlaws. 

After such benefits received, what less return, 
could the gratitude and interest of the Actors think 
of, than to intreat you to join in their petition to 
the Crown^ to set you at their head *, that you 
might as justly partake of the profits as the praise 
and merit of supporting tjhtem ? How much you 
have done for us was visible to all the world; what 
sense we have of it is yet known to few. I there- 
fore take this occasion to make our acknowledg- 
ments, if possible, as public as our obligations. 

The good you have ,done mankind gives every 
sensible heart a double delight ; that of the bene- 

♦ See " Gibber's Statemeiit -of the Conduct of the Theatre 
under the Patent granted to Sir Richard Steele." 

fit 
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fit its^lf^ and the pleasure of thanking you : and 
yet if we consider the world ad one person, we can- 
not' but say it has been ungrateful to you. Had 
public spirit been the measure of public bounty j it 
bad been no Court^secret, how y6u had so sud- 
denly niri into an affluence of fortune ; erery pea- 
sant might have accounted for that, though the 
speculations of a gentleman may be puzzled at the 
contrary. But when a private man, in the service 
of his Country, exeftts a genius and courage that 
would better become his superiors, we are not to 
wonder, if (in right of their precedency) n^lect or 
envy should reprimand his forwardness into man-» 
ners and modesty. He is to be talked to in another 
style than he thinks of; and is to know the dignity 
of office is so sacred in its nature, liiat it is a sort 
of influence for a man to be wise bcifore becomes 
into it ; that great actions are not to thrust them* 
selves into public service without order or direction ; 
they ought properly, and only, to come from the 
hands of high birth of station ; and the honour of 
our national spirit is not to be sullied^ by owing its 
great^t instances to the ignoble head or heart of a 
Commoner* Would not one think, Sir, from your 
situation in the world, all this had been said to 
you ? But 80 it is, when a man's services are too 
eminent for his station, that eminence is generally 
bis reward;' he then stands the public gaze of pas-* 
sengers, like a mountain in a meadow, deserted, 
jk)(^^ and thirsty, while the lands below him are 
vratered intojatness and plenty. -Had it been your 
humble choice to have lain in the common level of 
iherii, your crop had of course been as full as your 

Neighbours. 
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neighbours. But, if you think the world is to go 
out of its road for you, you will be told, ^^ nobody 
can help your being in the wrong ; you have had 
examples enough before you, that might have warned 
you into wiser observations." Did not the cele- 
brated Author of Hudibras bring the King^s ene- 
mies into a lower contempt with the sharpness of x— 
his wit, than all the terrors of his administration 
could reduce them to ? Was not his bpok always in 
the pocket of his Prince ? And \vrhat did the mighty 
prowess of this Knight-errant amount to? Why- 
he died, with the highest esteem of the Court— in a 
garret ! Might not the corruption of those times 
hpive farther informed you too, that though a man 
had all the spirit and capacity of an antient Roman 
for the service of his Cojmtry; yet, if he would not 
enslave those talents to the will and dominion of 
some great Leader in the State, if he would 
not privately list in his troop, and implicitly obey 
orders, he was treated at best as a mutineer, and 
came off well if he was only cashiered, and made 
incapable of future preferment ? Such, Sir, was then . 
the language , and practice of the world ; and how 
much soever it may be mended now, it gives but a 
melancholy reflection to know, that while in the 
late Reign you were warmly supporting our stagger- 
ing hopes of the Protestant Succession, the enemies « 
of it, then in power, were subtle enough to offer 
-you a security of fortune, only to be silent* An un- 
comfortable account — that even the Jbrbearance of 
a virttte should be worth more than the use of it. 

But I am not to forget, there h^s been a circum-- 
stance in your merit too, that could have happened 

to 
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to no man but yourself. To say you had hazardied 
your life, or fortune, for the service of your Coun- 
try, were but to allow you praise in common with 
thousands that have done the same : but, when we 
consider how amiable a fame you sacrificed to its 
interests, it would be barbarous not to inquire into 
the value of it. How long an4 happily did old 
Isaac triumph in the universal love and favour of 
his Readers ? The grave, the chearful, the wise, the 
witty, old, young, rich, and poor, all sorts, though 
ever so opposite in character, whether beaux or 
bishops, rakes or men of business, coquets or states- 
men, whigs br tories, all were equally his friends, 
and thought their tea in a morning had not its 
taste without him. Thus, while you appeared the 
agreeable Philosopher only, mankind by a g«nen^l 
assent came into your applause and service. And 
yet, how in a moment was this calm and unrivalled 
enjoyment blown into the air, when the apprehen-* 
sion of your Country's being in a flame called upon 
you to resign it, by employing the same spirit of 
conviction in the restless office of a Patriot! for 
tio sooner did you rise the champion of our in- 
sulted Constitution, than one half of the Natioa 
(that had just before allowed you the proper Cen- 
SOT of our morals) in an instant denied you to 
have had either wit^ sense^ or genius ; the column 
they had been two years jointly raising to your 
reputation was then, in as few days, thrown down 
by the implacable hands that raised it. But, when 
they found no attacks of prejudice could deface 
the real beauty of your Writings, and that they 
tff«7/j^ recovered froin the blow, theijr malice then, 

indeed 
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indeed was driven to. its last hold, of giving the 
chief merit of them to another great Author, who 
they allowed had never so audaciously provoked 
them : this was indeed turning yovir own cannon 
upon you, and making use of your private virtue to 
depreciate your character ; for, had not the diffusive 
benevolence of your heart thought even fame too 
great a good to be possessed alonCj you would never 
(as you confessed in the Preface to those ivprks) 
have taken vour nearest friend into a share of it. 
A man of modern prtidence would have considered 
z,fame so 'peculiar^ as a mistress whom his services 
only had deserved ; and would have maturely de- 
liberated, before he trusted her constancy in pri- 
vate, with the dearest friend upon earth. Your 
enemies^ therefore, thus knowing that your pwn 
consent had partly justified their insinuations, 
saved a great deal of their malice from being ridi- 
culous, and fairly, left you to apply to such your 
singular conduct, what Mark Antony says of Qo- 

tavius. in the Play — 

■ 

* Fool that I was ! upon my Eagle's wings 

* I bore this Wren^^ till I was tired with soaring, 

* And now, he mounts above me^--' DRvfoEN. 

* The following sathical lines, occasioned by this passage, 
were printed in " Mist's Journal," Oct. 31, 1719. 
" Thus Colley Cibber greets his partner Steele, 
See here. Sir Knight, how I 've outdone (Dorneille ! 
See herci how I, my Patrons to inveigle. 
Make Addison a Wren, and you an Eagle ! • 
Safe to their siLent shades we bid defiance, 
Por living Dogs are better than dead Lions.*'' 

Nothing 
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Nothing is more common among the prudent 
men of this world, than their admiration that you 
urill not (with all your talents) be guided to the 
proper steps of making your fortune: as if that 
were the non ultra of happiness. Can they suppose 
Ihat flattery, deceit, and treachery, or the prpetual 
surrender of our reason, will, and freedom, to the 
convenience ^and passions of others, with a train of . 
the Ute abject servilities, if your spirit could stoop 
to them, are not as soon attained to as their contrary 
virtues 5 and that consequently it is much easier Jo 
make a fortune, than to deserve one ? Such men 
cm nevet know how much the conscious transport 
ctf having done their duty is preferable to all the 
mean, unwieldy pomp of arrogant and unmerited 
prosperi^* But let them hug themselves,, and 
count their happiness by their sums .of gold. Yours 
is, to know the service you have done your Country 
has contributed to their being secure in the pos* 
s^sipn of it, and that such (^however unfeshionable 
actions) are (like their gold) intrinsically valuable, 
only for their weight, which can neither rise nor 
fall from the stamp of favour or discours^ement 
And that these men may not suppose yodbdid ^tiot^ 
as well 2is the wisest of them, foresHer «<ihis ban^d 
consequence of your endeavours, I shall beg leave 
to quote "a prophetic instance to th* contrary, which 
you pubUshe'd in No. IJ. of a Papei^, called ^^ The 
Reader,'* in thp year 1714. 

*' There was a certain husbandmjan, in a certain 
^kingdom, who lived in a certain place, under a. cer- 
tain hill, near a certain bridge. This pooi* man was' 
a little of a scholar, and given to cbuntry learning, 

such 
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fiQcl^ as astrological predictions of the weather^ and 
the like. One night/in one of his mnsings about his 
house^ he saw a party of soldiers^ belonging to a 
prince in enmity with his own, coming towardis 
the bridge: he immediisttely ran, and drew up that 
part which is called the . draw-bridge ; and calling 

. all his family, and getting his cattle together, he 
put his plough, behind that his stools, and his 
chairs behind them, and by this means stopped the 
march till it was day -light, when all the neighbour- 
ing lords and gentlemen saw the enemy as well as 
he. They crowded on with great gallantry to op- 

' pose the foe; and,, in their zeal and hurry throwing 
our husbandman over-bridge, and his goods after 
him, effectually kept out the invaders. This acci- 
dent (says my Author) was the safety of that kingr 
dom ; yet no one ought to be discomfited from the 
public service, for what had hajqpened to this rus- 
tick ; for though he was neglected at the present^ 
and every man said he was an honest fellow, that he 
was no one's enemy but his own in exposing his all,, 
tmd that nobody said he was every one's friend but 

. his own, the man had ever after the liberty, that he, 
and no other but he and his family, should beg on 
that bridge in all times following.'' 

Had you not published this prediction so many 
years ago, the art or malice of men might have insi- 
nuated, that the hope of some farther reward, than 
that of the action itself, had been the motive to your 

. zeal for the then endangered Protestant Succession. 

But, alas! I fear I am running Jnto the same 

pubHc-spirited rashness; it being impossible tb 

speak truth of you^ without giving shame to others, 

who 
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who may not perhaps have your talent of easily 
formvins whatever is honest in its intention. I shall 
therefore beg leave to subscribe myself. Sir, 
Your most devoted humble sei'vant, 

COLLEY ClBBER. 


^•"^f- 


431. TO THE EARL OF OXFORD*. 

CONCERNING THE BILL OF PEERAGE. 

*' Rants enim fermk sensus communis in Hid 

" Fortundr Jur. 

MY LORD, [1719-] 

AM very glad of an occasion wherein I have 
the good fortune to think the same way with your 
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* Robert Harley, esq. eldest son of Sir Edward Harley, bom 
, Dec. 5, 1661. At the Revolution^ Sir Edward and his son Ro> 
bert raised a troop of horse at their own expence. On the ac- • 
cession of K!ing William, Mr. Harley wbs elected member for 
Tregony 5 and afterward for Radnor, which he represented till 
called to the Upper House. Feb. 11, 1701-2, he was chosen 
Speaker j as he was again, 31 Dec. fpllowing j and a thii-d time, 
in the first parliament of Queen Anne. April 17, 1704, he was 
^om of the Privy Council ; and. May IS following, appointed 
Secretary of State, being still Speaker of the House of Com- 
. mons. His office of Secretary he resigned, Feb. 12, 1 707-8. 
He was made a Commissioner of the Treasury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Aug. 10, 1710, and three days after sworn 
again of the Privy Council; where, March 8, 1711, his life 
iras attacked by Guiscard : the address of both houses of par- 
liament will best shew tho sense of the nation at that alarming 
attempt. Her Majesty,' in leward for his many senices, Vizs^ 
graciously pleased to advance him to the peerage, by the title of 

Baron 


Lordship, because I have very long suffered a tfreat 
deal of pain in reflecting ilpon a certain virulence 

Baron Haiky, £ari of Oxfori;!, and Earl Mortimer, May 11, 
1711 : on the 29th, he was appointed Lord Treasurer j August 
15, chosen Governor of the South Sea Company, of which he 
had been the founder j and Oct. 26, 17 12, was honoured with 

-nhe Garter. Jfuly 27, tji4, he resigned the Treasuier*s staff. 
June 10, 1715> his Lordship was impeached by the House of 

—Commons 5 and though it ia not stiictly true that he was dis- 
uiissed without a trial, it actually was so in effect, the Commons 
having declined appearing to make good their charg^e. His 
X<ordship*s situation was somewhat singular. The articles of 
impeachment agsunst hitn Wete carried up July 9, 1715, when - 
he was committcid to the Tower. On August 2, additional ar<* 
tides were sent up } on the 3d of September his Lordship's uxir 
.swer was delivered; and on the 19th the House of Commons 
joined issue by replication. After several adjournments, the 
Parliament re-assembled Jan. 9, 1*15 5 and continued sitting 
until June 26, 1716> wheii an end was put to the session by a 
prorogation. Feb. 20, 1717, a new session was opened. May 
^22, the Earl, being still in confinement, petitioned the House of. 
Peers to take the circvunstances of his case into consideration, 
" being assured it was not their Lordships* intention that his 
'* confinement should be indefinite.'* The petitiQn having been 
referred to a Committee, who made their import May 25, it was 
agreed by the House, that the ^^ impeachment was not determined 
*' by the prorogation." The day for trial was accordingly fixed, 
fii'st for June 13, and, at the desire of the Commons, deferred 
611 the 24th^ on which day it actually'commenced. The charge 
Was opened by Mr. Hampden, and Sir Joseph Jekyll began to 
proceed to m^ke good the first article of the impeachment^ but , 
the Upper House having resolved, ^' that the Commons should 
'^ not be admitted to proceed, in order to make good their arti- 
*^ cles for high crimes and misdemeanore, till judgment were first 
<* g^ven on the .articles for high treason^!' the Managers for the 
Commons proceeded no farther that day. Several confbrencea 
Iiaving been held on the subject, without effect, the Upper 
House proceeded on the trial July 1 ^.and, after proclamation for 
^ persons concerned to take notice that the Earl of Oxford stdod 

9n 
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with which my 2eal has heretofore transported me 
i6 ttSit your Lordship*s person and character. I do 
protest to you^ excepting }n the first smart of my 
disgrace and expulsion out of the House of Com- 
mons^ I never writ any thing that ought to dis« 
please you but with a reluctant heart, and in oppo- 
sition to much good-will and , esteem for your many 
great and uncommon talents. And I take the li- 
berty to say thus publicly to yourself what I have 
often said to others on the subject of my behaviour 
to you ; I . never had any other reason to lessen my 
Lord of Oxford than that which Brutus had to stab 
Caesar— the love of my Country. Your Lordship 
will, I hope, believe, there cannot be a more volun- 
tary, unconstrained reparation made to a man, than 
that I now make to you, in begging your pardon^ 

- thus publicly for every thing I have spoken or writ- 
ten to your disadvantage, foreign to the argument and 

■ cause which I was then labouring to support You 
will please to believe, that I could not be so insen- 
sible as not to be touched with the generosity of 
part of your conduct towards me, or have omitted 
to acknowledge it accordingly, if I had not thought 

' that your very virtue was dangerofUs, and that it was 
(as the world then stood) absolutely necessary to 
depreciate so adventurous a Genius, surrounded 
with so snuch power as your Lordship then had. I 

on his trials that thesr might come forth to make good tiieir 
charge ^ and^ the Commons not appearing, his Lorddiip was 
'brought to the har, acquitted of the articles^ and all things 
iKlhevein contained^ the impeachment was dismissed; and the 
following day his Lordship re-assmned his seat in Parliament, 
He died> in the 64th year-of liis age. May m, 1724, after hav- 
bi£f been twice married. 

transgressed, 
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' transgressed, my Lord, against you, when you ebuld 
make Twtelve Peers in a day ; I ask your pardon, 
when you are a private Nobleman ; and, as I told 
yoii when V resigned the Stamp-office*, I^ wished 
you all prosperity consistent with- the public good, 

1-.S0 now I congratulate you upon the pleasure you 
must needs have in looking back upon the ttvk 
fortitude with which you have passed Ihrough the 
danger^ arising from the rage of the people, afid 
the envy of the rest of the world. If to have 
rightly judged of men's passions and pr^udices, 
vices and virtues, interests and inclinationp, and to 
have waited with skill and courage for' proper Mn- 
sons and incidents to make use of them for a man's 
safety and honour, can administer pleasure to a 
man of sense and spirit, your Lordship has abun- 
dant cause of ssltisfaction. - 1 

In confidence that you will accept of my sorrow 
and repentance for the unprovoked liberties I havp 
taken in my formei;* writings, I make you my Pa- 
tron in this present discourse -f^ on the greatest oc- 
casion that has perhaps ever happened in England. 
Your Lordship will see I write in haste ; and the 
necessity of pressing forward to be time enough to 
be of any use, will excuse the failures in style and 
expression. I shall thejrefore immediately fall into > 
the matter of t4ie Bill, which, I fear, may change 
this free State into the worst of all tyrannies, that 

' fi ■ « . I • 

* See his former Letter, p. ^83. ' ' 

' • t His opposition to the Peei:age Billl It Was during this op- 
position to the Cottrt> * that his licence ^r ^acting plays Tvas re« 
voked^ and his patent retideried ineffectual^ at the instance of f&iBi ' « 

lord Chambejiainr Se^t&e n«^t Lettir; '■— ' ''' 

'of 
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of an Aristocfacy. I shall support my reasons for 
that terror/ by running through the several parts of 
it, and making it appear that this is more likely, 
than any other consequence that can be supposed 
will attend such a Law as this would be. The whole 
tenor of it is very unfortunately put together, if any 
thing but an additional power to the Peers is 
intended by it. Rich. Steele. 


432- TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE *. 

VILLIERS-STREET, YORK-BUILDIKGS, 
JAN. 15, 1719-20. 
IHY J#OST HONOURED LpRD AND PATRON, 

1 P your Grace believes that it is as great to undo as 
to make a man^ I am the unhappy instrument in 
both kinds; and, if it is a gratification to you, I 
hive some consolation in the wretched distinction 
of being the only man the Duke of Newcastie ever 
injured. My high obligations to you temper my 
spirit^ andj after some tumult of soul, and agony. 

* Oripnally printed ia the eighth number of " The Theatre,*' 
with this introduction : — Sir, Your last Paper having descend- 
ed ta the case of particular. men who are concerned in the 
Theatre, I hope you will allow me the advantage of being repre- 
sented to the Town by yoiur means, and of conveying my thoughts 
to a noble person, who has forbid me, without any fiiult of 
mine, ever to approach him, either by speech or writing, as long 
as we live 3 hut you will understand me better by reading what I 
kuQW not how to convey hiJD, ualess you ivi],! please to print it." 

.of 
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of the worst passions in it, I behold you in the 
pleasing light you have heretofore appeared to me ^. 
I make you allowance for the disadvantage of youth 
and prosperity, and my benefactor covers my op- 
pressor. As this last word must needs give of- 
fence to a noble nature, it stands upon me to make 
out my complaint, and shew all the world, for all 
,the world will be curious in this case, as obscure as 
I am, for 1 have. ceased to be, so since I have been 
distinguished by your Grace's displeasure. 

The patent which I have from his Majesty makes 
me the sole Governor of a company of Comedians for 
my life ; and that franchise is to subsist in those who 
claim under me three years after my death. There is 
nothing in it, as to the bestowing part from the 
Crown, but what are mere transcripts of the patent 
given by King Charles to Sir William Davenant;^ 
and, though I might have had it to myself as well 
as he, I made a c6nscience and scruple of asking 
for my heirs, an office that required a very parti- 
cular turn and capacity to execute. It is not, my 
Lord, very common in Courts, for a man to ask 
less, when he knows he may obtain more ; the veiy 
night 1 received it, I participated the power and 
use of it, with relation to the profits that should 
arise from it, between the gentlemen who invited 
me into the licence upon his Majesty's happy acces* 
sion to the Tlirone ; and it has flourished in all manr 
ner of respects to a degree unknown in any former 
time. When your Grace came to be Chamber- 
Iain, from a generous design of making every office 

* See a former Letter to this Nobleman^ in 1714, whilst 
JEarl of Clare, p, 379. 
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and authoi;ity the better for your wearing, your 
Grace was induced to send for me and the other 
sharers, and in an absolute manner offered us a 
licence, and demanded a resignation of the patent, 
which I presumed as absolutely to refuse* This re- 
fusal I made in writing, and petitioned the King 
for his protection in the grant which he had given 
me. This matter rested thus for many months ; 
and the next molestation we received was by an 
order, signed by your Grace, to dismiss Mr. Cibber. 
The actors obeyed ; but I presumed to write to your 
Grace against it, and expressed my jsorrow that you 
would give me no better occasion of shewing my 
duty but by bearing oppression from you* This free- 
dom produced a message by your kinsman and se- 
cretary, whom I treated with as much deference and 
respect as any man living could do the Duke of 
Newcastle coming from the King. This message 
^was, in your Grace's namej to forbid me ever to 
write, speak, or visit you more. The gentleman, I 
dare say, has told you, that I answered him almost 
in these very words: 

'^ Sir, I beg of you to take notice of my manner, 
my voice, and my gesture, when I answer to this 
Isevere message; and let the Duke of Newcastle 
know, that with the most profound submission and 
humility I received it, and protested to you, that I 
- could have no message from any Family, except the 
Royal one, that could give me half this mortifica- 
tion. If I have not fallen into phrases that speak 
me truly sorrowful and humble, use any you yourself 
can think of which are more so, and you will then 
best express my meaning. At the same time you 
;. ^ may 
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may very • truly say, that if any oithqr xnon were 
Chamberlain, and should send me siich a message, 
my reply should be as haughty as it is now humble*? 

He left me with a farther declaration, " that my 
patent should be prosecuted according to Law." 

I rested as well satisfied as one who had lost so 
powerful a friend could, from a security in a i^till 
greater power, that of the Laws of the Land ; but I 
was soon after awakened out of this slumber, which 
was far from being an easy one, by hearing that your 
Grace had sent for Mr. Booth, and threatened a- 
signed manual, which must necessarily disable me 
as to my defence, before you would proceed against 
me according to Law. I did your Grace the justice 
to think it impossible for you to b^ prevailed upon 
to do that. I assure your Grace, the great name on 
the top of the Paper did not give me more terror 
than the name at the bottom did sorrow. The 
Minister who subscribes, is answerable for what the 
King writes. Our Laws make our Prince author of 
nothing but favour to his subjects. My patent can- 
not be hurt, except it can be proved it was obtained 
per deceptionem, as, according to my duty, I am 
to believe this order, for it does, by an artificial 
method in its.eflfect, destroy by his signed manual^ 
what is granted by his great seal^ which had been 
impossible to be brought about, had the matter been 
fairly represented. All I could do was, to repre- 
sent it by pjetition, which I delivered in your Grace's 
presence on Friday night, -the prayer of which 
was : " Votre suppliailt done prie tr^s humblement 
v6tre Majesty, qu!il ne re9oive aucune {nolestation^ 
que par la Loye en juste forme de proces f your 

N N « petitioner 
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petitioner therefore most humbly prays^ he may not 
be any way molested but by' due course of Law. 
I know not by what accident it happened that my 
petition was never read, but the next news I heard 
was the otder of reyocatioii. But I must take the 
liberty to say, that his Majesty must grant the 
ruffians mentioned in the last proclamation, which 
is denied unhappy me, a trial by due course of Law. 
The revocation came on the Saturday; your Grace 
was so good as not to break the Sabbath upon me ; 
but the sufficient evil -of this day, being Monday, 
is an order of silence. Your Grace will please to 
read them both over again, which are to this eflect : 
** Whereas by pur Royal Licence, bearing date 
the l8th day of October, 1714, We did give and 
grant unto Richard ' Steele, Esq. now Sir Richard 
Steele, Knt. Mr. Robert Wilks, Mr. CoUey Gibber, 
Mr. Thomas Dogget, and Mr. Barton Booth, full 
power, licence, and authority, to form, conititute, 
and establish, a Company of Comedians : And hav* 
ing received information of great misbehaviours 
committed by our Company of Comedians now 
acting at the Theatre in Drury Lane : Therefore, 
for reforming the Comedians, and for establishing 
the just and ancient authority of the Officers of our 
Houshold, and more especially of our Chamberlain, 
We have thought fit to revoke the abovementioned 
Licence. And we do further (as much as in us lies, 
and as by Law we may) revoke and make void all 
other licences, powers, and authorities whatsoever, 
and at any time heretofore given by us to the said 
Sir Richard Steele, Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, 

Thomas 


\ 
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Thoms^s Dogget, and Barton Booths or to any of 
them severally.*' 

In pursuajice of this, your Grace proceeds thus : 
" Whereas his Majesty has thought fit, by his 
Letters of Revocation, bearing date the S3d day of 
January, 1719, (for divers weighty reasons therein 
contained) to revoke his Royal Licence: For the 
effectual prevention of any future misbehaviour, in 
obedience to his Majesty's commands, I do, by vir- 
tue of my office of Chamberlain of his Majesty's 
Houshold, hereby discharge you the said Managers 
and Comedians at the said Theatre in Drury-lane iii 
Covent-garden from further acting. Given under 
iXiy hand and seal, this 25th day of January, 17 19. 
^^ To the €kjitlemen managing the Company of 
Comedians at the Theatre in Drury-lane in 
Covent-garden, and to all the Comedians and 
Actors there," 

It ^ observable, that though his Maj^ty took 
great care to express himself, according to his gra- 
cious inclination, with much reserve and care that 
nothing but the Law should hurt his poor subject, in 
the words ^^ as much as in us lies, and as by Law 
we may,*' your Grace has Keen prevailed upon to 
supply the defective hardship. I shall not say 
more, or make stronger observations upon what you 
have signed ; for my love to you will not let me call 
this an act of yours, as my duty to my Prince will 
not let me call it an act of his.. I wish your Grace 
had been las careful as he in leaving me. to the Law. 
But, if you will allow me to ask you one favour, be- 
fore you have qiiite broke my heart and spirit, give 
pie but the name of your adviser, that is to say, 

your 
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your Lawyer, on this occasion ; atid you shall see 
that it is not for want of skill in life that I am sub- 
jected to all the pains and punishments to which 
those wicked ones are exposed who are described by 
the monosyllable " Poor.'* When I know who has 
made your Grace thus injure the best Master and 
best Servant that ever man had, I will teach him 
the difference between Law and Justice ; he shall 
soon understand, that he who advises how to escape 
the Law and do injustice to his fellow-subject, is an 
agent of Hell ; such a man, for a larger fee, would 
lend a dark-lanthorn to a murderer, which would 
be but the same iniquity practised in a higher de- 
gree, that would be more cruel, but not more un- 
just. When I am sure who he is, I shall with jus- 
tice use him, as he does with injustice use me ; I 
shall so far imitate him as to be within the Law, 
virhen I am endeavouring to starve him. I hope he 
is poor, by selling poison to get himself ft)od *. 
But I fear I grow transported beyond the respect 
that is due to your Grace's presence ; and protest to 
you, in the most solemn manner, that, rather than 
never to be well with you more, were myself and 
&mily only concerned in it, I would this moment 
resign my patent for any employment of less profit 
that you would procure me ; but my obligations to 
your (jrace will not discharge those which I am 

tinder to the rest of the world. I would not hurt 
« 

* This lawyer was Sir Thomas Pengelly, some time Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer court, whose name he dissegts thus : 
Pen is the Welsh word for head, Quelt the Dutch Word for mo- 
ney, which, with the English word Xy, express one who turns 
his head to lye for money. See '' The Theatre," No IX. and XI. 

any 
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any inan now in India for the favour of the greatest 
man in England, or give np a db6r-jkeeper of the 
Play-house to make myself so*. Therefore ybur 

* This application proviiig ineffectual^ Steele. published 30on 
after " The State of the Case between the Lord Chamberlain ^f 
his Majesty's Houshold, and the Governor of the Royal Company 
of Comedians. With the opinions of Pemberton', Northe/, sqid 
Firkier, concerning the Theatre.'* In this pamphlet he states 
the aceom:kt of his loss by this proceedings as follows ; 

Six hundred pounds a-year for life^ moderately ^r,«. d. 
valued^ amounts to — - — '- — . ' 6060 O O 

Three years after my life -^ .— isbo O b 

My share in the scenes, stocky &c. — 1000 O O 

The profit of acting my own plays ah^eady written, 
or which I may write — *-• 1000*0 O 

Total sS. 9800 O O 
He then declares he never did one act to provoke this attempt 5 
nor, says he^ does the Chamberlain pretend to assign any direct 
reason of forfeiture ; but openly and wittingly declares he will 
ruin Steele 3 '^ which^ in a man in his cii'ciunstances against one 
in mifie, is as great as the humour of Malagene^ in the Comedy 
who valued himself upon his activity in tripping up cdpples. 
All this is done against a man to whom Whig^ Tory, Roman 
Catholic, Dissenter, Native, Foreigner, owe zeal and good-will 
for good offices endeavoured towards every one of their civil 
rights ', and their kind wishes for him are but a just return. 
But what ought to weigh most with bis Lordship the Chamber- 
lain, is my zeal for his Master ; of which I shall at present say 
no more than that his Lordship and many others may perhaps 
have done moFe for the House of Hanover than I have } but I 
am the only man in his Majesty's dominions who did all he 
could." State of the Case, &c. p. 30. It is observable that our 
Author's firm friend Mr. Walpole was at this time in dis&voiu' at 
Court, having resigned his post of First Commissioner of the 
lYeasury on the lOth of April, 1717, and was not replaced t$U 
April ^, 1721 i presently after which, viz. on the l^th of May 
following. Sir Richard was also restcnred to his office of Comp* 
troQer of tl^e Theatns. 

Grace, 
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Grace, I hope^ will forgive me, that, to gratify you, 
I do not con&ign to distress and poverty above sixty 
fSunilies, who all live comfortably, many of them 
plentifully, under Iny present jurisdiction. When 
I resign them, they may be governed by your 
Grace's successor in your office as they have been 
by your predecessor *, according to humour and 
caprice, and not reason and justice. In their de- 
fence aiid my own, I deny all allegations of volun^ 
tary neglect imputed to me or them, or undue de- 
,inands made upon the subject by me or them ; and 
shall always, with safety to my honour, and duty 
to the rest of the world, and no other reserve, be, 
• My Lord, 

Your Grace's most obliged, most devoted, 
and obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steele, 


433. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR f, 

MY LORD, JAN. I7, I7 19-20, 

X HAT you were Lord Chief Justice, was a con- 
sideration which gave me much resolution in the 
. last reign ; that you are Chancellor, is a comfort to 
.me under much hardships in this. I have, my 
Lord, a ...... • by letters Patent from his Ma- 
jesty, to keep and govern a company of Comedian^ : 

* The Duke of Bolton ^wbs the predecesscnr 5 the Duke of 
Grafton the successor. 

f Thoipas Lord Parker 5 Lord Chief Justice of the King's- 
Bench 1710 5 Lord Chancellor 17I8 5 created Earl of Maccles- 
field 1721. 

thQ 
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the tenure is for my life, and three years after my 
death. My Lord Chamberlain thinks his office in* 
jured in this grant, and disturbs me in it. His 
Grace has already sent an order to silence one j^f 
the chief Actors ; upon w)iich I wrote to him, and 
complained of the oppression which I took the li- 
berty of it. Upon this I received a message by his 
Secretary^' never to write or speak to him more 
during our natural lives. His Grace has since de* 
clared, he will obtain a sign manual to silence the 
Theatre. I cannQt^ by his own order, expostulate 
with him ; therefore am obliged to apply to otiher 
Lords of the Council, to prevent the grant of such 
an instrument. My Lord has acquainted me, that 
this Patent of mine shall be disputed in Westmin- 
ster-hall ; which I am very glad of, and am ready 
to defend myself; but cannot do so, if my means 
of doing it are taken from me, and the cause is in 
eflfect to begin at the latter end of it, and, by the in- 
terposition of the King's name and authority, I am 
to be bereaved in a summary and arbitrary way of 
what I amte dispute according to the rules of justice. 
I presume to write to the other great Officers 
of the Crown on this subject ; and hope I shall not 
be distinguished by receiving injustice with relation 
to the Playhouse, as I have been by right justice in 
case of omission of duty in the Commission of For- 
feitures *. lam, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient, 

pnd most humble servant, 

Rich. Steele. 

-* For which be incurred, and paid a penalty of 5001; see 
pp. 554, 57^. 

^ 434- TO 


554 SIR RICHARD STEISIe'S 


434. TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLE*. 

MY LORD, JAN. 17, I7I9-2O. 

X AM necessitated to be guilty, of this presumption, 
from a menace of my Lord Chamberlain, that he 
i¥Ould silence the Theatre* under my government by 
a sign manual, though at the same time he has s^nt 
me word by his Secretary that he will prosecute my 
Patent according to Law. 

I have not the honour of your Grace's friendship ; 
and therefore want a powierfiil man who knows su- 
periority is maintained only by benefaction, and 
that no man is truly above a Gentleman of England, 
but merely in a ceremonial and insipid way, but he 
who is ready to favour, protect, and defend him» 

This, my Lord, is what you are well known to un- 
derstand and perform with a frs^nkness and beauty 
which very few are capable to imitate. But, as I 
have no pretension to such protection and patronage 
from you, I only apply to you, as you are a Privy 
Councillor, for justice ; and humbly beg of you, to 
grant me so for your observation (as it may come 
before you either in business or conversation) 
should a step be made ; but I shall not omit to tell 
you, who know human life, and have reason about 
you, in spite of being a man of immense fortune, 
and the highest title I can say to you, that this at- 
tack at the Playhouse and the penalty of taking 
fiXHn me 500/. for my absence from Scotland, has 
extremely reduced my finances and credit* 

* John Campbell^ Duke of Argyle and Greeimicli; 

Forgive 
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. Forgive me, my Lord, for this application to you, 
which proceeds from a deep sense of your many 
noble qualities which make me (though I speak it 
when I am a petitioner), my Lord, with great truths 
Your Grace's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

IlicH. Steele. 




435. TO JAMES CRAGGS*, ESQ. 

SIR, JAN. 17, 1719-20. 

X PRESUME to give you this trouble in hopes of 
your protection, as you are a Privy Councillor, 
against what his Grace my Lord Chamberlain is 
pleased to threaten, contrary to the rules of justice. 
My Lord is instigated to dispute the King's autho* 
rity in giving me a Patent for the government of the - 
Playhouse; and has sent me word he will go to 
law with me on that subject, but at the same time 
menaces to silence the House by his Majesty's sign 
manual. I insist upoh it that it will be an arbitrary 
application of the sign manual ; and doubt not but 
you will, in duty to your Soverei^ and justice to 
your fellow subjects, if it should fall to your pro- 
vince to be consulted, avert this calamity from. Sir, 
Your most obedient 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* Tins was the " Statesman, yetTriend to Truth," who is so 
justly complimented by Mr. Pope. He was made Secretary of 
State in 1718 5 and died Feb. 14, mo. 

• 426. TO 
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43«- TO EARL STANHOPE *. 

MY LORD^ JAN. 17, 1719-20. 

<. 

X AM obliged to give your Lordship this trouble 
on occasion of a menace from my Lord Chamber- 
Iain, that he will silence the Actors under my go- 
.vernment by his Majesty's Letters Patent, though at 
the same time he has notified to me by his Secre- 
tary, that he will proceed against this little theatrical 
authority according to Law-J-, I presume to assert 

* An old Mend and patron of Steele ; see p. 338. 

f The following JXBlogae, which is said to have passed in 
or about 171 9> between Sir Richard Steele and the Earl of Sunder- 
land, first Lord Commisaioner of the Ti-easury from 17I8 to 
1731 (whether genuine or not) is characteristic ; and is here 
transcribed from Ralph's '' Case of Authors by Profession." ' 

** Steele. I beg your pardon^ my Lord — Though such as 

you seldom remember^ sucB as I seldom forgdt ^ ^And I 

must now beg leave to put you in mind of what you have told 
me over and over again — ^That you thought Dick Steele had al- 
most as good pretensions as Bob Walpole — ^That it w^ unpar- 
ddnaBle in one who had been my right-hand man at the bar of 
the House^ to turn his back on me when at the head of the 
Treasury—- and that when you came to be Minister all should be 
made up to me. 

Lord St7NDERLAND. I did j I did sure enough--<But^ my dear 
Sir Richard — 

Steele. My Lord — ^my Lord — I know what you would say ; 
and I "Mrill save you the trouble of saying it— I am of the miller'i 
mind — The &ult is in the mill— -in more senses than one. 

Lord Sunderland. What mill ? 1 do not understand you. 

^TBELlE. Afford ine a little patience^ my Lord^ and I will make 
you understand me — ^A poor coimtry-feUow, coming too late on 
a Saturday-evening to the mill with his corn id be ground, 
found thojoailler had shut up, and was jogging hQme — ^This was 

a sorry 
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that a Sign Manual on such an occasion is illegal 
and arbitrary; and humbly desire your Lordship 

a sorry sights as M^beth say&— Bread for himself and family 
for the next week was the point in question : the miller was a 
churl, and not easy to be talked into any thing-— However^ he 
did his best^ scratched his ears, told his tale, and so &r with 
success^ that he obtained the custody of the iniU, with leave to 
grind for himself 5 on condition, he did justice to the crib, and 
paid the same toll, as if the miller had do^ the job himself — 
The fellow promised like any Minister, my Lord^ and performed 
accordingly — for, going to the till, with an honest purpose^ as 
he thought^ to pay the miller his due, he foimd such a quantity 
of grist lodged there already, that he ceuld not resist the temp- 
tation which assailed him, to take twice as much away as he 
had been enjoined to add — ^But here the parallel Mia, my Lord i 
for, on l^is return home, his heart smote him — ^He could not sleej) 
all night 3 he could not eat all day — And at last, he found h|mself 
under an irresistible impulse to make restitution — ^TUe miller, in 
the mean time, having examined his crib, and seeing him approach 
with a sack on his back as before, took it for granted, he was 
come to repeat his experiment, and resolved to give him a suit« 
able reception ; but was not allowed time enough — ^For the poor 
penitent made all the haste he could to confess the firaud, and 
vrith tears of contrition discharged the load at his fee t ■ ■ 

This melted the miUer into another mood^ and, having 
paused upon the matter a moment or two, * Gum, gum, ssdd 
he, tak hart, mun ! tak hart ! — ^The vaate's in the mill — I do 
knau it is — ^Why mun, I was us honest as the day, when I com'd 
into it vurst — ^And now — Shat ha* the Grist — sha't ! For, mun, 
wur I to do as thee ha'st done, should not ha* a bed to lye on.* 

Lord Sunderland. Ha, ha, ha ! you were always a vrag. Sit 
Richard, — ^ha, ^a, ha ! 

Steele. To be serious then for once, my Lord — Knaves take 
care of themselves-*aad fools are undone by relyii^ on other 
people's promises.'* 

'' Add-on/* Mr. Ralph adds, '^ and his advancement hardly 
need be mentioned, the instance is so notorious ; but every body 
may not so readily recollect,, that his party^services contributed 
more to it, than all his laudable effort? to refine our manners 
and perfect our taste/' 

will. 
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will, in a Ministerial capacity, protest against such 
an insult upon the property of. Sir, 
Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


T 


437- FROM MR, DENNIS *. 


SIR, MARCH 4, 1719-20^ 

s 
HOUGH, at the time of writing this, I am al- 
most overwhelmed both with sickness and grief, yet 
I cannot forbear making a just complaint to youy for 
your being the occasion of both these, either by 
actually breaking your word with me ^, or being 

* Directed, " To Sir Ricliard Steele, Patentee of the Theatre 
in Drury-lane." 

f A former complaint of Mr. Dennis may here not improperly 
be introduced : 

"July 28,, 1710. Sir, I sent a letter on the 28th to your 
house, directed to Captain Steele, and desiring to see him that 
nighty that I might liave his advice upon a business of impor- 
tance.; softly intimating al the same time, that it was not in 
my power to wait upon him. But, having neither seen him 
Hor heard from him, I fancy that my old tiiend is departed, and 
some gentleman has succeeded him in the old house, with the 
$am^ name and the same martial title 3 a chance that happens 
oftener in the world than some people imagine. How should I 
have been surprized, in case I h^d gone mysdf, expecting, from 
the similitude of name and title, to have seen my old acquaint- 
ance ! how should I have been surprized, to havelfound a man with 
quite another mind^ and quite another countenance ! My old 

friend. 
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perfectly passive while your Managers broke it; 
which, if it has not reduced me to immediate ner 
cessity, yet has brought me within the danger of it, 
and consequently within the apprehension of it, 
whidi is as grievous almost as the thing. And 
that this complaint is but too justly grounded, you 
yourself will acknowledge, when I have laid my 
case before you, which I shall do in as few words a» 
' I can. 

It was upon the 27th of February, 1717-8, that I 
received a letter from Mr. Booth, by your direction, 
and the direction of the Manners under you, de^ 
siring me to dine at your house on the 28th, and 

friend^ as I thought at leasts had civility^ had humanity^ had a 
good and engaging of!iciousnes83 and as I did not take him to 
want good nature, so he had what the French call a good coun- 
tenance, that is, the countenance of one who is pleased with him 
who talks to him. But, I suppose, I should have foimd nothing 
ef all this in the noble Captain who succeeds him. You wiUsay, 
perhaps, that you had no reason to make a visit to one whom 
you know not, and are resolved not to know. But then, noble 
Captain, you oiight to have sent back my letter, and to have 
given me to understand that you are not the person that I took 
you for J that you should have enough to do, if you were obliged 
to own all the acquaintance of the Captain your predecessor ; 
t^t I am not the fii*st man who has made this mistake, aifd 
fiball not probably be the last Had you done this, I had fand 
no replication to make to so equitable an answer. I should only 
perhaps have advised you, in order to the preventing some trou- 
blescmie visits, and some hnpertinent letters, to cause an adver- 
tisement to be inserted in Squire Bickerstaffs next Lucubrations, 
by which the world might be informed, that the Captain StBefc, 
ivho lives now in Bury-street, is not the Captain- of- the saraie 
name who lived there two years ago 5 and that the ac^qijaintance 
of the military person who inhabited there formerly may go 
look for their old friend even where they can find him. [ 

I am yours, &c. J. DeKK»»*3 

after 
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after dinner to read the tragedy of Coriolafiuf to 
you, which I had altered from Shakespeare, You 
cannot but remember/ Sir, that, upon reading it, 
the Play witb the alterations was approved of, nay, 
and warmly approved of, by yourself, Mr* Cibber> 
and Mr. Booth (the other Manager was not there) ; 
and that resolutions. were taken for the acting it in 
the beginning of this winter. Now I appeal to 
yourself, if any Dramatic performance could be 
more seasonable, in the beginning of a winter when 
we were threatened with an invasion from Sweden 
on the North, and from Spain on the West, than 
a Tragedy whose moral is thus expressed in the last 
lines of the Play : 


u 


-They, who thro' ambition or revenge. 


Or impious interest, jo?n with foreign foes, 
T* oppress or to destroy their native country, 
Shall find, like Coriolanus, soon or late, 
From their perfidious foreign friends their fate.'^ 

I am sure. Sir, I need not tell one of your under- 
standing, that this moral is so apparently the foun- 
dation of the Dramatic action, and must appear to 
every spectator and reader to be so truly the genuine 
Rsult of it, that, if I had not said one word .of it, 
every reader and spectator would have been able to 
have suggested so mucli to himself 

Well, Sir, when the winter came on, what was 
done by your Deputies ? Why, instead of keeping 
their word with me, they spent above two monllis 
of the season in getting up " All for Love, or the 
World well Lost,'* a Play which has indeed a noble 
first act, an act which ends with a scene becoming 

Qf 
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of the d^nity* of the Tragic Stage. But, if Horace 
had been now alive, and been either a reader or 
spectator of tfa^t entertainment, he would have passed 
his old sentence upon the Author^ 

Infelix operis summdy quid ponere totuni 
Nesciet ** - ^ 

For Was ever any thing so pernicious, so irhmorat, 
so criminal, as the design of that Play ? I have 
mentioned the title of it, give me leave ^0 set before 
you the two last lines t 

^^ And Fame t6 late posterity shall tell, 
No lovers liv'd so great, or d/d so well/* 

And this encomium of tlie conduct and death of 
Anthony and Cleopatra, a conduct so immoral, and 
a self-mui-der so ci^minal, is, to give it more force, 
put into the mouth of the high-priest of Isis; 
though that priest could not but know, that what 
he thus commended would cause immediately the 
utter destruction of his country, and make it be- 
come a conquered and a Roman province. Cer- 
tainly never could the design of an Author square 
more exactly with th« design of Whitehall, at the, 
time when it was written, whicii was by debauch- 
ing the people absolutely to enslave them. 

For pray. Sir, what do the title and the two last 
lines of this Play amount to in plain English ? Why 

* " Unhappy in the whole^ beeause unskilled 
To join the parts^ and make them luurmonize/' 

00^ t# 
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to this^ that if any person of quality, or oii)£i> 
shall turn away his wife, his young, afifectionaie^ 
virtuous, charming wife (for all these Octavia was), 
to take to his bed a loose, abandoned prostitute; 
and shall in her arms exhaust his patrimony, de- 
stroy his healdi, emasculate his mind> and lose his 
reputation and all his friends ; why all^ this is welt 
and greatly done, his ruin is his commendation. 
Anti if afterwards, in despair> he either hangs or 
drowns himself, or goes out of the world like a rat, 
^with a dose of arsenick or sublimate, why it is a 
great and envied fate, he dies nobly and heroically. 

It is. Sir, with extreme reluctance that I have said 

all this ; for I would not be thought to affront the 

-- memory of Mr. Dryden, for whose extraordinary 

qualities no man has a greater veneration than my^ 

j *self. But that all considerations ought to give place 

j to the jpublic good> is a truth of which you and all 

men, I am sure, can never doubt. 

And can you believe then, after having recom- 
mended virtue and public spirit for so many yeartf 
t6 the world, that you can give your subalterns au- 
tThority to preach up adultery to a town, which 
stands so little in peed of their doctrine ? Is not 
the chastity <rf the marriage-b^ one of the chief in- 
cendiaries of public spirit, and thie frequency of 
adulteries one of the chief extinguishers of it? ac-* 
cordinff to that of Horace * : 

Foecunda culpce secula, nuptias 
Primum h^fuinuvercy 8s germsy Sg domos. 

Hoc 
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tfeefbnte derivaiadades 
Inpatrimnpfipulumquiijlwcit*^ . 
1Pot when adaltery is become so finequent, especiaily 
iBimong persons of condition^ upon whose sentiments 
lali public spirit chiefly depends^ that a great many 
husbands begin to beliet<^^ or perhaps but to sus^ 
]peet, that th«y who ate caUea Aeir children 'ar^ 
not their own ; I appeal to you^ Sir^ if that belief^ 
or that suspicion, must not exceedingly cool .their 
zeal for the welfere of those children, and conse^ 
quently for the welfare of posterity. 

As I had infinitely the advantage of ^' AH fof 
Love" in the moral of ^' Coriolianus/' I had it by 
cottsequeftce in the whole Tragedy ; for the " Co* 
riolanus,'^ as I have altered it, having a just m9pal^ 
and by consequence at the bottom a , general and 
allegorical action, and universal and allegorical 
characters, and for that very reason a Fable^ 
is therefot^ a true Tragedy, if it be not a jtisfe 
and a regular one ; but it is as just and as regu- 
lar as I could make it, upon so irregular a plan as 
Shakspeare's ; whereas '^ All for Love** having no 
moral, and consequently no general and allegorical 
action, nor general and allegorical characters, can 
for that reason have ho fable, and therefore can be 
no Tragedy. It is indeed only a particular account 
of what happened formerly to Anthony and Cleo* 
patra, and a most pernicious amusement. 

* '^ Fruitful of crimes, this age first stain'd 
Tbeir hapless ofispring^ and ptafiua'd 
The nuptial bed^ from whence the wotB« 
That various a7;d unsnunber'd rose 
From this, polluted ^untain-headi 
O'er Rome, and o*er the nations spread/' Fjukcis. 

Q 2 And 
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And as I had the advantage in the merit of '' Co- 
riolann^^'" I h)ad it likewise in the world's oj^nion of 
- the merit and reputation of. Shakspeare in Tragedy 
aboire that of Mr» Dryden. .For let Mr. Dryden's 
genius for Tragedy be what it will, he has more 
tiian once publicly owned, that it was miich inferior 
to Shakspeare's, and particularly in those two re^ 
markabk tines in his Prologue. to " Aurenge-Zebe :" 

*^ Ahd when he hears his godlike Romans rage, 
H6 in a just despair would quit the Stage ;'* 

And ill the rerses to Sir Godfrey Kneller, 

•^^ Shakspeare, thy gift, I place before my sight : 
' With awe, I ^sk his blessing ere I write ; 
With reverence look on liis majestic^face. 
Proud to Ibe less, but of his godlike race.*' 

And the same Mr. Dryden has more than once de- 
clared to me, thfl^ there was spmtething in this very 
Tragedy of " Coriolanus,"* as it was written by 
Shakspeare, that is truly great and truly Ilomanj 
and I more than once . answered him, that it had 
always been my own opinion. Now I appeal to 
You and your Managers^ if it has lost any thing 
under ray hands. 

V But what is more considerable than all this, your 
Deputy Li^itenante for the Stage have ten times 
the opinion, of the advantage which Shakspeare ha» 
over Mr. Dryden in Trs^gedy than either I or the 
rest of the world liaTe.- ijver since I was capable of 
reading Shakspeare, I iHrre always had, and have 
always expressed that veneration for him which is 
justly his due;: of which*! believe n04t)ne dan doubt 

who 
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who h^ resuA the Essay which I published som^ 
years ago upon his Genius and Writings. But what 
they express upon all occasions is not esteem, is not 
admiration, but flat idolatry. 

And, lastly, I had the advants^ of tibe very 
opinion which those people had of their own in- 
terest in the ca§e. They knew very well that it was 
but twelve years since ^^ All for Love*' had been 
acted. Arid they were likewise satisfied, that from 
its first run, as they call it, to the beginning of this 
last winter, it had never brought four audiences to* 
-^gether. At the same time there was no occasion to 
tell them, that the " Coriplanus" of Shakspeare had, 
not been acted in twenty years ; and that, when it 
was brought upon the Stage twenty years ago, it 
-was acted twenty nights together. 

And now. Sir, I shall be obliged to you if you 
will acquaint me for what mighty and unknown ' • 
reason the " Coriolanus,*' notwithstanding your 
words solemnly given to atet it as soon as it could 
conveniently be brought upon the Sts^e.this winter, 
notwithstanding the merit of the Play itself,, I spesij^ 
of Shakspeare's part of it, notwithstanding the world s :. 
and their own opinion of the superior merit of Shak-* 
speare to Mr. Dryden in Tragedy, and thei^ vfry 
opinion of their own interest \t\ th(5 case ; nay, not^ 
withstanding the e^^fict seasQiiahle^iess^ of t^ mordi 
for the service of Kipg Gporge and of (ireat-Britain, 
which above all things ought to have been considered 
by those who call themselves the Ring*s ser\'ants, 
and who act Under Tiis authority : I say. Sir, I 
should be extoemfly obliged to you if you w.oufd 
tell me what powerful reason could so far prevail 

over 


over all thoM I have mentioned, as to engage them 
to postpone the " Coriolanus/' not only for ^^ All 
for Love," but likewise for that lamentable tragic 
Farce " Caesar Boygia *,** from which nobody ex-? 
pected any thing but themselves r and a Comedy 
after it called " The Masquerade •f-,*' from which 
they theihselves declared they expected nothing. 
I ^mj, &c, " John Pej^nis/* 
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438. FROM A JJiDX t' 

MARCH 1, 1720* 

iF I, O Steele, presumptuous shall appear. 
And these unskilful notes offend thy e^v. 
Forbear to censure wh?tt I Ve artless writ. 
No well-bred man e'er damned a womatfs wit. 
But sure there *s none of all th' inspired train 
Who do not of thy indolence complain. 
Ingtat^, or iildolent ; or why thus long 
ISbould Addison require his Funeral Song ? 
When a lbv*d Monarch quits his cares below^i^ 
The meanest subjects join the common woe : 
But from the ftivpurite who his worth \>est knew 
^ tribute of superior grief is due. 

^^ A Tragedy, by Nat. Lee. 

t A Farce, by Bei^amin Griffin, . performed in 1717 i at ]Ur^ 
coIn*s-Iim-FieId8, with some success. Biog. Dram. 

J On the death of Mr Addison -, June 17, 1719. 

Shrill 
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Shall RtmEcy^ and Melissa^ lays {mxitice^ 
That a mechanick's^ thisr a woman's Muse^^ 
While thou^ Wif s sole surviving hope ! supine, 
-The melancholy theme dost still declinf^ ? 
-Eiert that fire which glows withiri your hreast^^ - 
Nor longer thtis in lazy silence rest : 
Aloft yx>ur skilful Muse <^n* wing her flight, * 
And emulate his strains whose praise you write, • 

For me, the meanest of the tuAefiil traiii, 
T' attempt th* unequal task, w«re fond and vain ; 
But, could I sing, O sacred Shade ! thy praise 
Alone should claim, alone inspire my lays. 
Thou kind Preceptot of the tender fiiir ! 
Great was the charge, and generous the care. 
You shew'd us Virtue, so -celestial bright. 
So amiable, in so divine a light ; 
Asham'd at last, fiilse glories we resigned. 
By thee instructed to improve the mind. 
How oft, reclin'd beneath a sylvan shade^^ 
Have I thy Marcia read, thy matchless maid ! 
In her, superior worth and virtue shine. 
Her wisdom, manners, \\ex whole self divine. 
A great exalted mind in her appears ; 
And gentle Lucia melts my soul to tears. 

Here, O ye fair! in this bright mirrour learn, 
your minds with never-fading charms- 1' adorn ! 
On these accomplishn^ents bestow some care, 
'Tis no great merit to be only fair. 

His Rpsamonda shall for ever prove 
A mark ftp keep us safe from guilty love. 
Beauty % a snare, unless with virtue joined. 
An ang^l-fbrm "should llave to angel-raind. 

'...;.. • •. •• •■ ' •* "But 
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But when the Bard displajTs the artful seene^ 
' The suppliant Beauty 9 and the furious Queen^ 
In melting notes sings her. disastrous love^ 
With tears we pity, what we carft approve. 

How leam'd he was, O Steele, do thou declare. 
For that's a task beyond a Woman's ilphere. 
Some works I 've seen, wrought up by rules of art. 
Where poor excluded Nature had no part ; 
But he the Stagirite*s strict axioms knew. 
Yet still to nature, as to art, was true. 
He touched the heart, the piissions could cominand^ 
*Twas Nature all, but mended by his hand. 
His style is noUe, sentiments refin'd, .' 
Full of benevolence to' all mankind. 
In more than theory he Religion knew. 
And kept the heav'nly goddess still in view ; 
Rapt on her wings, his soul extatic soars, ~ 
Leaves out dull orb, a better world explores. 
And now he *as reached th* etherial plains abpve^ 
Th' eternal seat of harmony and love ; 
Blest harmony and love a-new inspire. 
With hyn^ns, like theirs, he joins th* angelic quire, 

E[e > gone ! oh, never, never to return ! 
Around his tomb, ye sacred Muses, mourn : 
Your pious tears on the cold fparble shed. 
You lov*d Wm living, now lament him dead ! 
Cold is th^t breast, where glow'd your hallow'd fire ; 
Silent that voice whose notes you did inspire ; 
jStill lies that hand th' harmonious lyre best strung ; 
Unmov'd the cen'rous heart, and mute the tunefd 

. tongue I ' f^ 

That dome, where his remains now lie confin'd, 
ftolds not the clay that held a nobler mind. 

Hew 
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Here peaca&l rest, to wait Heaven's gceM: decree »f 
Soft be thy slumbers, sweet thy waking be! 

Who can his Warwick's anxious woes expre^ 
The bitter anguish, and the deep distress ? 
The lovely mourner does not grieve alone. 
And distant Cambria echoes to each groan ; 
Her native country lends this poor relief. 
We weep, we sigh, with,sympathetic giief, 
JEv n I, oppressed with sorrows of my own. 
Suspend them all, to mourn her Addiscxi. 
O will she deign t' accept these lowly laysi 
My humble Muse thus offers to his praise! 

O, may the lovely child, the budding lair. 
Sooth all her griefs, and sweeten ev*ry care ! 
Still grow in virtue, as she grows in years. 
Till she in mil-blown excellence appears / 
May she be perfect, as his fancy wrought. 
The Poet's race excel the Poet's thought I 
Ijst charms united blooming M^tpi^^ gT^CQ, ^ 
"er sire's exalted wit, her mother'^ beauteous fape, , 
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439. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE:*, 

' EDINBURGH, 
MY DEAE CHILD. . ^ SEPT. 17, 1 720. ' 

I KEEP M letter. -fe.y tied .c^*.r, in order - 
Xo observe your improvement, which I take notice 
of with great pleasure. Mrs. Mary's mark is no 

* '' At Mr^. Nazereau's at Chelsea." 

less 
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less a satisftetion to me^ because it clenotes that she 
is well, and shews her endeavours to converse with 
me. But I hope you will now begin to make her 
sign the first letters of her name. Be pleaseB 
to write every other letter in Etiglish. Xo mate 
this easy, I will he contented that what is written in 
your mother tongue one post, -may be in Fraich the — 
next. 

Be very dutiful and obedient to Mrs. Keck * ; and , 
believe nae to be the most^affectionate of fathers^ 

Rich. St^PSI'B- 

Remember me to Molly. 


44a. 
gfrEELE;'S JOUBNEY TO EDINBURGH f . 

July 1720- Put into Mr. Wolfe's hands, for 
Self aiml Dawson ^t table on the'road, €L 6s. 

• The widow of one of Sir Ricliard^s warmest friends ; whose 
death was thxis announced : " Friday iast^ the corpse of Mr. 
Keck> attorney at law> and son to the great money scrivener in 
HeetH5treet> was brought to town from France, and will be in* 
"*terred next Friday in the Temple Church.** \thursday'$ Jowmal, 
Nov. 12, 1719.— '^ A Poem on the Death of Robert Keck, Esq. 
of the Inner Temple, who died at Paris, Sept irf, 171Sb by a 
Friend who accompanied him to Dover in 1^ way to FVance, 
and returned thither to meet his corpse wlien brought ov^ to 
he buried in the Temple Church in London," was publisl^ in 
1720. 

•f Among other Memoranda of Steek, infht year 1720,^ lure 
regular entries of the persons to whom, he sent Permits for his 
Fish-pcxd > and of his own expences : Thus, " July 20, To Mr. 
Copper a Penpit for the Fish-pool. To Mrs. Keck a Permit. 

Aug. 


EPISTOLARY CORRSSPQNDIiNCl. §7! 

Aug. !• Arrived at Edinburgh. Writto Mrs. 
Keck, enclosed to Mr. Plaxton * : Mr. A. Scurlodc^ 
Mr. Fuller, Mr, Knight, Mr. Fielding, Mr, Dawson, 
Mr. Welsted. 

Aug. 3. Ned left me at the Office ; and never re^ 
turned with an account of the horses, or to bring 
me a chair. Abate of his four pounds a-year above 
his wages 5^. — ^Paid Mr. Scot my landlord lo/f 
sterling upon account of rent. 

Aug. 4. Paid Simes, coachman, in full, for com-? 
ing to Edinburgh, all demands, 18/, 

Aug. 12. Agreed with Mr. Wright to teach Ned 
writing and arithmetick^ at 5^. a month. Paid 'first 
month down. 

Aug. 12. Agreed for Chairmen at l/. i*. per 
week, with Smith. A crown paid down. 

Aug. 27. Writ to Mr, Plaxton, desiring he would 
}p\xy my Son a trunk for keeping my letters, &c. 

Sept. 4. Writ to Mr. Plaxton concerning my 
Son. Mrs. Splane taking measure of the rooms for 
hangings to be sent from Edinburgh. For Songs to 
Mr. Wilks, Mr. Cibber, about Permits and my 
Play. 

Sept. 6. Writ to Mr. Plaxton, for inventory of 
my goods at London and Brook Green. 

Sept. 23. Confined Dawson to his chamber, and 
kept him to his writing, &c. Two or thi«e day» 
after, he broke that confinement ; and I gave him ova*. 

IPaid Mr. Slane, for the use of Brook Green-house, 20Z.—Jtily 
51, sent to Bp. of Bangor 3 Permits 5 to Mrs. Heron 1 j to Mr. 
Edmunds for Mr. Young 1.— Gave Dawson a guinea for las 
pocket upon account. Rice \l. \i, Ned 1^ !«•" 
* Hi« confidential Agent) see p. 675. 

Edinhurgh^ 
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Edinburgh, Oct. 4. Sent Mr. Plaxton this ac-^ 
county formed upon papers sent to me from Pater- 
son's : 

Steele Cr, 

From Midsummer 17X9 to Michaelmas 17^0, 

- at lOOOl. per annum - - 1250 O O 

Coming to Scotland^ of my own charge - ^00 


By money to Peterson - lU 10 O 

By 5 quarters to Tonson - 50f) O O 

By money to come to Scotland 50 O O 

By forfeiture from aj)sence 500 O O 


l^op q O 


1161 IQ O 


e^. 138 10 O 
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441. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

EDINBURGH, 
MY DEAR CHILD, OCT. 7, 1720. 

Jt 'Hx4VE yours of the soth of last month ; and, 
fiom your dihgence and improvement, conceive 
hopes of your being as excellent a person as your 
mother ; you have great opportunities of becoming 
such a one, by observing the maxims and senti- 
ments of her bosom friend, Mrs. Keck, who hsi^ 
condescended to take upon her the care of yow and 

vour 
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f4MT sisfer^ for which you are always to pay faer tiie 
same respect as if she were your mother. 

I have observed that your sister has, for the fiht 
time^ written the initial or first letters of her name. 
Tell her I am highly delighted to see her subscrip- 
tion in such fair letters, and Jiow many fine thin^ 
those two letters stand for when she vnites them* 
M. S. is milk and sugary mirth and safety ^ mUsick 
and sSmgSy vieat and saiice^ as well as Mollp and 
Spoty and Mary and Steele. 

You see I take pleasure in conversing with you, 
by prattling any thing to divert you. I hope we 
shall next month have an happy meeting, when I 
will entertain you with something that may be as 
jgood for the father as the children, and consequently 
please us. 

I am, Madam, 

Your afiPectionate father, 

and most humble servant, 

H Rich. Steele. 




442, TO MR. BROOKESBY*. 

SIR, DEC. 1, 1728* 

1 THANK you for your intended favour of com- 
municating to me discoveries in Akhertfyi but I 

: ^ Directed/' '' At his house, the first door on the rl^ hsuad 
ia the LiCtk Ahnoary, by the Dutch Envoy's^ near Dean^s yahi.^ 

have 
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have long resolred fiever to conoem mysdf in am- 
qutries of that sort ^. I aiQ> Sir^ 
Tour most humble servant^ 

Rich. Stsblb« 


'■^^— yfirr— p'ffy 
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443^ Fre Xoly 6t a Peffeh <yhif zy Gihc^ 
Hixrahw Gefeepe -{•• 

FO NH. SIPNpHE, 

af rig Rouge af Lolpah meah fre Xruhtr. 

GiHO^ W£X« lo^ 17204 

£ rave sheaf h^agoni ot xon^Ipaimf asaimgf Nh^ 
"Wape toh rig xomwux^f im heps^om fo fre Tigr- 
loope. Fre day im drixer re rag axfevi^ am^w mod 

* In those enquiries^ it will be recollected. Sir Richard had 
in ieaiiier life been an unsuccessful dabbler. 

f This letter is printed literally from Steele's hand*writing ; 
but, to sare the Reader trouble, akey to it is here annexed: 
'' The Copy of a Letter writ by & Richard Steele, 

«' To Mr. Gilmore, at his house at Poplar, near the Church. 
" Sir, Dec. lOj 1720* 

1 HAVE great reason of complaint against Mr. Dale, for his 
conduct in relation to the Fish-pool. The way in which he has 
acted, and now proceeds, can lead to nothing but ruin of that in* 
vention, and dishonour to you and pyself, who brought it into 
the world. I will, with the blessings of God, take the most jusi 
and effectual methods to obtain satisfisu:tion to all innocent per** 
spns concerned for the afiair 5 beginning with you, and ending 
wiA myself. In the mean time I must coigure and charge you 
ait your peril, not to finish the tender, or let him into the secret 
of -the structure thereof, without notice and consent ci. Sir, 

Your most obedieot humble servant, Richabd Stbslb.** 

l^hoxeewg 
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ii^oxeeWg xam peaw fo mofriihs zof guiite ot k$i 
imvemtiom^ amew wigromcRih fo voy' amew fnygept 
dto z^housrf if imfb fre doh^pW. I^ dipp, d^ fio 
zepc^gins ot Sow, fiike ire nogf jugf am^ eCtexfinp 
nefrowg fo ozfaim gafigtaxfioih fn app immoxemf 
Idigomg xbmxehm^w toh fre attaih zesimmims dift6 
Toy am^w emwims diftd nygept. Im fi^ neam fine 
le nugf xomjuhe am^w x^rahse voy^ af voy'h tehipp 
mof fo timigh fre femweh oh pef rin imfi^ fre 
:gsxhe£ ot fre ^fi^uxfobe frdiieot difrouf * mottse 
am^w xomgemf ot, Giho, 

«oy' nogf oxewiemf runtpe gehvamf, 

HlXRAH£W GrSElPfiU 


UJLJ I If! I 


444v Memoranda. 

PARTLY BY SIR RICHARD STElSLK, 
AND PARTLY BY MR^ PLAXTON. 

^OV. 3$, 1720. My dear patron Sir Richanl 
Steele writ to Mr. Alexiander Scttrlock ,at Caermar- 
tluen, to remit him 50/* part of lOOL charged in hti( 
account to Sir RiclMrd as accepted to be paid to hii 
uncle Phillips ; but was paid by Sir Richard himself ;- 
and therefore, the said lOO/. beihg entirely in Mr. 
iScurlock's hands, is the foundation on which he de- 

jired that remittance." 

.- ' ■ ■ ■ 

Dec. 15. Acknowledged the receipt of a bill of 
30/. (drawn by Mr. Phillips on Mn Home) from 
Mf ♦ Alexander Scurlock. 

Dec 


i 
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Dec. 26. A tetter to Mr. Gilmqre, mentioning ati 
advertisemeilt in the Daily P6st5 at the Crown in 
Arundel-street, that Sir Richard Steele was there, and 
desires to tree Mr. Gilrnore, in order to communicate 
hia thoughts upon the whole before the meeting 
which is to be at his house on^ the 3d of January- 
next. — ^That he will not go out without leaving word t 
and desires Mr. Gilmore to send word what day he^ 
will come^ by the bearer. 

To remember the Duke of Newcastle's affair.^^ 
The Attorney GeneraFs report. — The affair of 
the Fish-pool. — The goods expected from Scot- 
land * . — ^'fo put an advertisement into the Daily 

Post. — To abstain from Mr. *b company. — ^Ta 

Mr. Plaxton appears due^ besides salary, 14^. O^d^ 

Dec. 29. A letter from Edward Rice of New- 
ton, signifying that Sir Thomas Stepney would not 
stand next election of Parliament ; but that he> 
Mr. Rice, would ; and desiring Sir Richard Steele » 
vote and interest. Immediately answered, and pro- 
mised with great respect to that house* 

Mem. To pass some time with Mr. Pembroke 
and Plaxtdh <m the history of the Funds, with pro- 
spect towards ipy scheme at Survivorship, &c. to 
Life Rents on tbe present Funds. Consult Pem- 
broke with a fee on all my present questions. 

* Copy of a Bill of Lading sent up by lift. Berry : 
/' Leith, Nov. ^, 1720. Received on bond the Robert^ JtaBss 
Thomson master/ for London, four half barrels^ two trunks, 
\vith a pair of rausketoons and a pack of tobacco lashed tolfae 
trunks, and one box, directed to Sir Richard St6dfe in Yotk 
buildings, pet David AttAjr. 

The original deUvered to Mr. Scott, the S»d of Dec. ITSO" 

Mrs* 
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Mrd. Sullivan desiren L^rd Huliftot tc> ikltoit 
Bobdrt Sullivan to raise his house even with the fest 
of the neighbours. 

Mr. Dues in the Mint prosecutes and tak^i t^ts 
against Mr. Williams ; and demands convene be- 
fore a Judge^ to shew why he insists on bail. 

Jan 13. Sir Richard Steele writ to Mr. Pringle, 
desiring him to pay to Mr. Tonson or order 150/. ; 
and transmit the remainder of a quarter's salary^ 
after proper deductions, to him Sir Richlrd Steele. 

Feb. 11. Sent down to Marmaduke Williams an 
order to send Sir Richard Steele a bill of forty poundi^ 
upon Home, to be drawn by Mr. John Philips at 
Carmarthen. 

To go to Mr. Jodreffs * ; and leave a note for Mr. 
Emlin, to get a new copy of the brief of the en- 
grossing Bill on the South Sea against to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock. 

To leave a message for Mr. Welsted -J-, to come 
to Sir Richard's, or be at tfouglas's till sent for* 

To buy Harris's Trigonometry. 

445. TO MRS. SLIZABETH STEELE. 

DEARCHILD, MARCH 89^ 1721, 

I HAVE «^^ y<«„.«Ay^r^ p.KU 
that I did not^ as I designed, visit yon with your 
brother; but he was 'so di|<;y that I was ashamed to 
"Hnring him^ to your sdliool. 

' * dark 6f the Hoos^ of Cottuixms. 

t L^ondrd Wdbtedj ol whom 1 Jiatie given sogone axhple ItCs* 
joom m an latt^ttotioa i^}^ ^ MiiMtbaMas VToth:* 

FP Ibe- 
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I beseech you to continue in the good and diligent 
Way you are in ; and you will be an unspeakable 
delight and satisfaction to, Madam^ 
Your most affectionate father, 

and most obedient humble Sfervant^ 

Rich. Steels. 


V - 


446. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

DEAR SISTER, 

X HAT I may be as good as my word, that is, to 
• — send each of you a pound of tea apiece; one is 
bohea, the other is green, so that you may please 
yourselves ; but I trust to your generosity what you 
will bestow on a poor common school-boy ; and, as 
you are ladies of good learning, and of good under- 
standing and ingenuity, I can but humble myself in 
the highest degree to serve you. My cousin Scur- 
lock gives his tenderest love and affection to you, 
and joins in respect to Mrs. Keck, with. Madam, 
your most loving brother, and humble servant to 
command, Eugene Steele *. 

* Eugene Steele was some years under the.care of Mr. So- 
lomon Lowe> of Blithe-house^ Hammersmith^ Mrho gave him the 
character of a sprightly lad, of fine parts. He was afterwards 
a hopefiil scholar at that noble foundation where his &ther was 
educated, the Charter-house. Not long after he was takea 
home to Sir Richard's house in York-buildings, being indulged 
(as his genius lay that way) in acting play3 in the great rooin 
there, called the Censorium; his constitution is said to have been 
hurt by frequent colds. He appears also to have, been griev- 
ously tormented with the stone, and was cut for that temUe 
disorder by the famous Cheselden. See p. 691. 

447- 
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447. STEELE'S DIARY ; AND HIS LETTER 

TO MR. PELHAM. 

April 4, 1721. I have lately had a fit of sick- 
— ness, which has awakened in me, among oth^r things> 
a sense of the little care I h^ve taken of my own 
family. And as it is natural for men to be more af« 
fected with the actions and sufferings and observa-^ 
tions upon the rest of the world, set down by theii* 
predecessors, than by what they receive ifrom other ' 
men; I have taken, a resolution to writ€ down in 
" this book, as in times of leisure I may have oppor- 
tunity, things past, or things that may occur here^ 
after, for the perusal and consideration of my son 
Eugene Steele, and hiiS sisters Elizabeth Steele and 
Mary Steele, my beloved children. 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 1 72 1.— After the repeated 
perusal of Dr,Tillotson*s seventh Sermon, in the third 
volume of the small edition of his admirable and 
comfortable writings^ and after having done certain 
acts of benevolence and charity to some needy per- 
sons of merit, I went this day to the Holy Sacra- 
-- ment. In addition to the proper prayers of the 
Church, I frsopied for my private use on this occa- 
sion the following Prayer : 

*^ O Almighty Lord God, I prostrate myself be- 
fore thy Divine Majesty, in hopes of mercy for all 
my former transgressions, through the merits of thy 
Son Jesus Christ. 

Thou art my Maker ; and ^nowest my infirmities, 
ai^tites, and passions^ and the miserable habit of 
mind; which I have contracted through a guilty in- 

? p 9 dulgenee 


dulgenoe of Ihem. Pardon me^ O Lord, in that I 
{Msrmit;ted them to grow upon me; und aSow the 
moments for retrospect and repentance; or afibrd 
me thy mercy, if thou shalt pleasie to take me away 
in the course of a &ithful endeavour. I bow doifn 
to thee with a firm resolution to resist all perverse 
md seniual inclinations for the future. I beg thy 
grace and assistance, for the sake of our Lord Jesuji> 
who has instituted this means of salvation, to winch 
I i^proach with faith. Lord, O Lord, receive a 
broken and contrite heart. Amen.** 

Aprils, 1721.-^1 have this morning resolved to 

-- pursue very warmly my being restored to my gor 
tremment of the Theatre Royal, which is my right, 
^nA&^ the title of the Governor of the Royal Com- 
pany of Comedians, and from which I have been 
violently dispossessed by the Duke of Newcastle, 
Lord Chamberlain of his Majesty's Household, upon 

' ft frivolous pretence of jurisdiction in his office, 
which he has been persuaded to assert i^ainst the 
fMree of the King's Patent to me. This violation of 
fmper^ I take to have been instigated by the kte 
Secretaries Stanhope and Craggs, for my opposition 
to the Peerage Billj by speeches in the House and 
printed pamphlets. 

The Duke of Newcastle brought me into this pie 
sent Parliament for &e town of Butrough-bric^ ; 
Upon which consideration, I attempt all mann« of 
Mf methodf to bring his'Ckace.to reaacmi without 
a public trial in a Court of Justice ; and th^efor^ 
after i^lpng to my Lord Sunderland and Mr. 
Wilpble fpr their good 0ffiees> I writ the foUowing 

ktt«r 
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)6ttar to his Graee*8 brother, Mv. Henry Pelbam, 
latdy appointed one of the Lords of the Treasury. 

'^ Sir^ I preaun^e to address myself to yQU5 for yfnw 
fisvour and patroni^ with your brother^ Ae Pids? 
of Newcastle* The matter is too publi^v wd nww*^ 
sarily made so even in print, by a coipmand to Mt 
from his Grace to apply to him neither by friends, 
speech, or letter, and consequently leaving me no 
other way to represent my condition. It is my 
misfortune to*d[o exactly as the question lies before 
me in a certain House *, where I am glad to see 
you are growing eminent 

By this means good-will towards me is tossed 
from one interest into another, as the point which I 
vote for is respectively acceptable or migntlefii. 
At presimt I am wholly friendliiss, for no^ om^ i^ 
obl^ed to one who will do nothing but what h^ 
ihiaks just, because his sufiirage never attaayd» p^r- 
aoas or parties* However, Sir, your quiditf aiid 
time of life make me hc^ you have the disinter'* 
ested magnanimity to e^ouse an unhappy man, 
to the dissuasioa ev«i of your Brother irom pror 
longii^ a mortification, which unhiippy incidents 
(without aay particular f»rQ¥oeation from me, or 
personal resentment in his Grace) brought iq|KNri 
me, to the suffering for a long series of time all 
the evils and sorrows that this life can 9Skxd. 

I am, l^r, your most obedient, 

and most humble servant. Rich. StkeU. 

To the Right Hon. Heniy Pelham, esq. 
one of die Lordd of the Treasury, &c. 
Jpril 5, 1721:' 

* House of Commons. 

April 
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• April 29^ 1721. I purchased this day fifteen 
assignments in the Fishpool undertaking, with a 
promissory note to deliver to Mr. Robert Wilks 
(who sold them to me) a bond of five hundred 
pounds upon demand * ; the said bond to be pay- 
able within two years after this date. 


s 


448. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR DAUGHTER, APRIL 5, 1721. 

J. THANK you for your kindness, which makes 
you attempt to draw your lather's picture; but I 
hope, and am confident, you are still better em- 
ployed in imitating the life of your excellent mother. 
Her friend 'jf is the best example and help you can 
flave in pursuing that amiable and worthy pattern. 

I am this morning much better; and purpose, 
God willing, to go and bring home your brother ; 
but I shall' not adventure to introduce him to such 
fine ladies as his sisters are till he has got his new 
doaths. 

I am, dear child. 

Most affectionately yours. 

Rich. Steele. 

My thanks and service to M. $• 

* '* June 6^ 1721. I purpo^ to cany the aboveme^tioned 
Bond to Mr. Wilis this morning, R. S." 
t Mir0, Keck. 

449. TO 
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449. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

' MY DEAR CHILD^ APRIL 5, IJ^l^ 

1 HAVE received your letter by the penny-post, 
and read it with great pleasure and comfort^ though 
I was then a little discomposed. 
- I have to-day had a tooth drawn, and am dis- 
ordered also with a cold ; but, as soon as I go out, 
I will not fail to visit Mrs, Keck, and my dear little 
ones. 

Service to Miss Molly ; but tell her I am sorry 
she has forgot the charms I find in M. S. 

Your aiTectionate father. Rich. StEELE. 


■I \ I J I 


450. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR BETTY, APRIL 12, 1721. 

W RITE this carefully over again, with the amend* 
ment of a large letter beginning every line, as like- 
wise the stops as. pointed to you; and send both 
this, and what you write again,, to^ 
Madam> 

Your most affectionate father^ 
and most humble servant^ 

« _ 

r Rich. Steele. 


\ 
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451. TO ^Rg. ELIZABETH STEEUS. 

MT PBAR CHILD, APRIL Hy 1731. 

J- HAVE received yours of this day, with the cor- 
rected copy, in which there are still some faults, 
and which I will shew you when I ^ee you. In the 
mean tin^e, as I take pleasure in instructing you 
from the diligence I see in you, I remark to you, 
that you are apt to add flourishes to your writing. 
To this you must by no means accustom yourselt; 
but remengiber that plainness and simpl^ty are the 
chief beauties in all works and performances wh^t-* 
soever, B^ pleased to forbe^ adding at the end of 
a verse a line as thus ■ . You have done so to 
eveiy line of ihis last copy. In the main, you have 
done it very well, and to the satisfaction of. 
Madam, 

Your most afiectionate father, 
, and most humble servant. 

Rich. Stseie. 


458. TO 


DEAR PLAIN MAN, JULY 15, 1721. 

W HEN your vrife comes to you, I propose, God 
willing, to send with her m/ poor sister ; but am 
unwilling to do that till you have signified to me 
your willingneiss to receive her at the rate I design ; 

which 
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vfidch 18^ thir^ pounds a-jrear for my sister Mrs. 
Ratherine Steele ^j, and ten pounds a-year for Mrs. 
Sarah Griffith^ her servant and coiBpaiiioa. 
I anij Sir^ 

Your most humUe s&mxAp 

Rich. Stsels. 


453. TO MR. ALEX. SCURLOCK. 

COUSIN SANPT^ AUG. 13^ I7SI. 

X HAD a letter fix>m you last post^ without date <^ 
the months and bearing only the year. Your four 
twenty pounds are well paid to me, and entered in 
my day-book. 

I observe you cannot undersand that yOu may 
with safety comply with my reque^^ of sending me 
your note or money for what is already due. Th^ 
matter is^so plain^ that I know it cannot be for 
want of apprehension that you do not come into jit. 
All I shall say on that 8ul]gect is^ that people do 
not their duty in life^ who will not readily execute 
any thing consistent with their own interest and 
safety^ that is conducive to the ease and prosperity 
of their friends. 

Your bumble servant^ 

Rich. Sxeelk, 

* Thk Iwfy WM ihsue MOW tinw befim she dM. 


454. TO 
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454. TO MR. ALEX. SCURLOCK. 

COUSIN SANDY, AUG. 29, 1721, 

X HIS is to acquaint you that I am applied to by 
eminent persons, who deal in mines, in order to 
work that near Llangunnor. 1 desire you would 
ask Mr. Morgan Davies whether the persons who 
had a lease of it, to wit, Caresbrook, Batchelor, 
and Harry Owen, were not ejected regularly, and 
by formal course of law ; if not, I am to consider, 
and advise, whether, for default of working or other 
failure, their pretensions are not extinct. I shall be 
very cautious in this matter, and go no hazard my- 
self, or entail any on my successors, on this head, 
but be as circumspect as possible. Please to give 
me the best intelligence you can get in the history 
of this transaction, in which you will oblige, 
Sir, 
Your most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


mt 


455. STEELFS DIARY continued. 

^ SUNDAY, SEPT. 1 7, 1721. 

X AM going, this morning to the Lord Bishop of 

Bangor *, now nominated Bishop of Hereford, with 

a design to leave with his Lordship my last will, 

_ whereby he is' my executor and guardian to my Son ; 

* Dr. Benjamin Hoadlj. 

and 
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and (humbly resigning myself to Providence, whe- 
ther I shall live to do iny thing I design) I purpose to 
leave all my papers in as good order as I can for his 
perusal, before I go to Scotland. 


9S9S 


45^. TO MR. WILKS. 

SIR, DEC. 7, 1721. 

X HAVE great acknowledgments to make to you 
for putting me in the head at first of being con-!> 
cerned at the Playhouse, and I have ever endea- 
voured to shew you very particular instances of my 
esteem and affection during the time we have been 
together. 

I am sorry that the gifk of fourteen hundred 
pounds, for what was mine before, could not pre- 
vail so much as to let what I had stand as a deposit, 
for a contingent, in case an impudent cheat is not 
determined to be such in Wilbraham, who detains 
my writings contraiy to the order of MinshuU, to 
which he is obliged under his hand to deliver them. 

But the business of this Letter is in particular to 
speak to you, not to persist in ^o unreasonable a 
.thing as the denial of payment of the sum which 
remains above what there is any claim or pretence 
against my receiving. 

It is hardly in your power to make me other 
than. Sir, 

Your most affectionate friend, 

md most humble servant. Rich. Steele. 

457. TO 
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^57. TO MR. CIBBER. 

/ 

SIR, YORK-BUILDINGS, DEC. J, 1721. 

▼V HEN you came to me with the modest request 
of desiring I would re-purcbase my share in scenes 
and the stock ; I did not doubt but you had senti- 
ments of great ki^dxiess towards me in general ; and 
that all the Chapter, as I have taken the hberty to call 
us in conjunction, had as much terror of doing as re* 
ceiving an hardship. But, if it could have entered 
iato my thoughts, that it was possible meii would 
fail of placing the same value (as a security a^inst 
a cootiiigent demand) which I gave for it, yout* 
luiswer had not been at all like vAist it was. 

You have been the chief engine in ensnaring me 
into a concession which I should have been ashamed 
to own, before you had the resolution to deny so 
equitable a demand as I made to you. But, as it 
now is, besides the folly of giving to men rieher 
than myself, I have done it to those that have no 
regard for me, but as a tool and a screen against 
others, who want to treat you ill, and forbear only 
because of my relation to you ; which shall not be 
very long, for it is in my power to get rid of my 
enemies much more easily than I can have common 
• justice of my friends. This is evident in the mon- 
strous hardiness of denying the Governor of your 
House, as you shall find I am, the superfluity erf his 
income, which is liable to no demand or pretence 
but that 6f, Sir, 

Your most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

458, TO 
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"^ 458. TO UVL, BOOTH, 

/ 
SIR, DEC. 7, 1721» 

It has not happened to me to he sO conversant 
with you aa I have heea with Mr. Wilks and Mu 
Cibber, and therefor^ CQuld not expect that concern 
and tenderness for me a& I hoped from them. But, 
as you are afiected by my late concession of a large 
sum of money greatly to your advants^, I hoped 
the justice of letting that value secure me against 
pretences to it elsewhere. But, since you have not 
thought that reasonable, and have taken counsel 
whether a partner who has paid the mortgage off of 
bis part of the effects, and given the partners in 
pure benevolence a thousand pounds as a title to 
their taking his share of the estate, security against 
the mortgage-deeds unjustly detained fi'om him— I 
say, since this is the disposition you are in towards, 
me, I expect you, for your own sakes as well ai 
mine, not to detain the fifth of the fourth hereto* 
fore demanded, and to which there is no claim. 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele* 


459. Aft 
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459- An Account of the Nett Profits of the 
Theatre in the Year 1721. 


Month and Day^ 

Total ptofit 

Tbefoartii 
part 

Thefooitiiof 
the fifth. 

September 

23 

126- 



31 

10 

660 

October 

7 

112 



28 



5 12 


21 

145 



36 

5,0 

750 


28 

108 



27 



5 8 6 

November 

4 

152 



38 



7 12 

- 

11 

132 



33 



6 12 


18 

156 



39 



7 16 


25 

200 ■ 



, 50 



10 

December 

2 

216 



54 



10 16 


1347 



336 

15 

67 7 


460. TO MR. CASTELMAN. 

i 

MR. CASTELMAN, FEB. Q, 1721-2. 

JljE pleased to send me a catalogue of our stock of 
Plays by the bearer, Mr. Plaxton, as soon as you 
can. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


461. TO 
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461. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE, 
AND MOLLY STEELE. 

MY DEAR GIRLS, FEB. 11, 1 72 1-2. 

X OUR brother is just now at ease, after great 
torment of the gravel or stone *. I love you all so 
tenderly, that my tears are ready to flow, when I 
tell you that I am. 

Dearest creatures. 
Your most affectionate father, 

and most humble servant^ IliCH. SrcELE* 


462. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR CHILD, MARCH 3I, 1722. 

X BEG your pardon that I made Mrs. Keek's ser- 
vant stay so long ; it was occasioned by a crowd of 
people importunate to speak with me on my com- 
ing to town ^. I send you such tickets :}: as I can 
by our present rules ; and am, with joy in your 
hopeful behaviour and toward spirit. Madam, 

Your most affectionate father, 

and most humble servant. Rich. Steele. 

Give my most humble service to your good and • 
honoured guardian. 

* See p. 578. 

t He was just then elected into parliament for Wendorer. 

X Either for the The&tre at Drury-lane, or for some concert 
in York-buildings. In the latter business S^ede was principally 
• C0Dcemed>^ by which he did not better his circumstances. 

463- TO 
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463. TO MR. gilmore; 

ttH, MAY 24, 1722. 

1 HAVE yourt <rf to-day, consisting of a dedara- 
tion, that you shall be forced to do what you other- 
wise would not, by reason of my paying you fifteen 
pounds instead of thirty pounds ; and that thirty 
pounds, you say, will still leave me in your debt 
eighty pounds by balance, ending in April. I should 
seem insensible, and not to know the nature of my 
own actions, if I should not on this occasion ac- 
quaint you that I am become your creditor, from a 
great opinion of your talents, and making an ex- 
pence in support orthem at all hazards ; and that 
all the adversity which befell the Fishpool, hap- 
pened from your having been persuaded to throw 
yourself into the hands of Mr. Dale, by the mini- 
ster of your parish, who introduced you to me. 

If you calmly consider, you will very well know 
that you have never had any disappointments from 
me, but what have been abatements of what I was in- 
clined to do for you, out of free-will and respect to 
you, with irery hazardous hopes of gain to myself ; 
and those abatements occasioned by unforeseen dis- 
tress in my health and fortune, on which occasions 
you have always sent me a declaration of your being 
ready, to join with any body else in mortification of 
me* 

I have said all this as it is extorted from me by 
your reproaches ; but V have at the same time, in 
spite of lall particularity towards me, a great senie 
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of your merit, and an ambition of producing it for 
the good of the world as well as ourselves. If youv , 
labours come to nothing, I am, by a condition im- 
posed on me by myself, a considerably loser ; and if 
they turn to advantage, I am sure 1 have propor- 
tionate pretence to gain. 

I thank God, I am from great torment restored to 
present case ; and hope the next dressing will give 
authority to my physician to allow the the use of "^ 
my legs : and nothing shall be wanting, within the 
rules of honour, justice, and discretion, to promote 
the present Project *. 

I am. Sir, &c. Rich. Steele.^ 


SSft 


464. TO MR. ALEXANDER SCURLOCK. 

YORK-BUILDINGS, MAY 26, 1722. 
PEAR COUSIN AND COUNSELLOR, 

-After I have condoled with you upon the death 
of jpoor Jonathan, I must acknowledge the receipt 
of youi's, with thirty pounds drawn on Mr. Horn 
by Mr. Philips, which, with thirty pounds sent me 
before, and the forty which Marmaduke Williams 
sent in your absence, complete an hundred pounds 
Mrhieh I desired of you. 

Had you sent it me at once, it iiad been better 
to ine than two hundred pounds : but i must sub- 
mit to the inconveniencies which a certain easiness 
and irregularity in my own affairs subject me to* 

* " The Fish-pool went into Brunsden^s dock, Nov. 1^ 1722. 

• R. sr 

. ^ QL a Thus 
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Thus I only complain of myself ; and hope, by the 
blessing of Almiglhty God, to put my affairs and 
keep them so much within my income, as not to 
put my friends in any future pain or trouble for me. 
I am, Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


465. STATEMENT OF PLAYHOUSE 

ACCOMFrS. 

1721-2. 

Sir Richard Steele O. 

Jl O the several balances from the 9th ^. s. d, 

Sept. to the 15th Feb. ' — 690 15 

May 31, another balance — 10 3 2 

.700 18 2 


138 

3 

100 



100 



100 




PER COKTRA, jy. 

Paid Sir Richard the 20th part at seve- 
ral times — — 

Jan. 29, lent by note — — 

Feb. 28, lent by ditto — — 

April 2, lent ditto by Mr. Wilks 

Paid Mr. Rich in full of all demands 
for cloaths and scenes, left in Drury- 
lane Theatre, 196/. 12^. od. Sir Ri- 

. chard*s fourth part — — 49 3 

In cash — — 213 12 2 
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466. A CERTIFICATE, DRAWN BY 
SIR RICHARD STEELE. 

NOV. 17, 1722. 

Francis CARTERET served under Colonel 
Lane at Worcester fight, from which he escaped 
with great danger and difficulty ; afterwards under 
the Duke of Monmouth, at the raising of the siege of 
Mons, as lieutenant and quarter-master. Being re- 
duced, he worked many years as a dyer, and had 
his house burnt three several times ; in the second 
of which fires, he lost in the flames his wife, two 
children, two men servants, and a maid ; all his 
goods, and the goods of several customers, to a great 
value. Being utterly ruined, he was forced to en- 
list in the Guards, where he served about twenty 
years. He is now in the 86th year of his age ; hav- 
ing an aged wife, both sick and lame ; and, is in a 
most distressed and miserable condition. 

I know the said Carteret ; and believe the above 
contents to be true. Rich. Sieele. 
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467. FROM MR. J. R. 

SIR, 1732- 

W^ESTMINSTER-ABBEY, next after the place 
that holds the Crowned-heads, and their chief fa- 
vourites and ministers, has dedicated the largest and 
ipost embellished piece of its holy ground to men 
pf great genius ; and the most pompous monu- 

a a 2 ' ments 
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ments there, if we only except those that contain 
the remains of Majesty itself, are sacred to the ashes 
of the Poets *. But of all monuments, those are the 
most lasting that appear in books. Writings will last, 
when marble and brazen tombs are mouldered away, 
and decayed. It is for this reason, care has been 
taken to engrave the monuments, and collect the 
characters and epitaphs of all the great men, that 
nothing may be wanting for the preservation of their 
memories to latest posterity. 

The, address of the following papers is certainly 
due to one of the greatest men of genius whom 
Heaven still preserves from those silent mansions, 
that he may be profitable to the whole world, and 
continue to do daily honour to his species. All 
English mankind have received so much pleasure 
and profit from your ingenious and instructive writ- 
ings, that, by the votes of the living, the address 
would be entirely due to Sir Richard St££JL£ : and if 
we could raise the ashes of the mighty dead who lie 
there, we should have their suffrages too on the 
same side. 

The greatest Princes, the best and learnedest 
Divines, and the most ingenious Poets, that Britain 
can boast of^ would undoubtedly, if we could recall 
them to the fresh enjoyment of a moment's life, 
seal in that very moment such their last will in 
your favour. 

You would certainly deserve^ in the first place, 
the votes of all the magnanimous heroic Princes of 
Britain on your side. The noble and generous 

* Steele ha3 not yet a monumental stone in that Temfde of 
Worthies ; nor had Abdison till the present year. 

foundation 
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foundation on which that immortal^ though little 
piece, intituled The Christian HerOy is formed 
throughout, is a glory to our Country 'that it was 
written by an Englishman. It deserves to be trans- 
lated into a language which is universal, that all 
Nations might learn from thence what great excel- 
lencies we Englishmen, who have had so many 
heroic Princes, require in a Prince, before we allow 
him the title of a Hero. 

Again, when we behold you writing in a spiritual 
way, and recommending divine things to the con- 
sideration of men, how are we moved with piety, 
and exalted into devotion, with having such pat- 
terns set before us in so lively a manner as that in 
which you have, more than once, represented those 
heavenly expressions, and those angelical characters 
of a TillotsOn, a Smalridge, and a South ! 

As to the Poets, I shall mention but one (thottgh 
every one of your contemporaries, and most of those 
who lived before, have been recommended in your 
writings) ; and that is, the late most ingenious Mr. 
Addison. That accomplished gentleman, and uni- 
versal scholar, was too good a judge of your merits, 
to have his choice doubted in this case ; and too 
near a friend, to have his vast value for you men- 
tioned farther to you, with any dec^ney, on this 
occasion. 

Thus, Sir, .the Poet, the Priest, and the King 
(the three greatest names under Heaven, as Mr. 
Cowley calls them) could they be raised from their 
graves,* would approve the choice I have made in 
addressing these papers to you ; and if you but par- 
don it^ and approve the method of thf book itself, 

I must 
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I must say to you, what you yourself formerly 

to another very great man, " your approbation is 

my fatoe." 

I am. Sir, with the profoundest respect. 
Your most obedient, 

jsnd most devoted huinble servant, 

J. R, * 


468. TO MR. CONGREVEf. 

SIR, [1722.] 

X HIS is the second time ;}: that I have, without 
your leave, taken the liberty to make a public ad- 
dress to you. However uneasy you may be for 
your own sake in receiving compliments of this na- 
ture, I depend upon your known humanity for par- 
don, when I acknowledge, that you have this pre- 
sent trouble for mine. When I take myself to be 
ill treated with regard to my behaviour to the merit 
of other men, my conduct towards you is an argu- 
ment of my candour that way, as well as that your 
name and authority will be my protection in it. 
You will give me leave, therefore, in a matter that 
concerns us in the poetical world, to make you my 
judge, wliether I am not injured in the highest 

* This was prefixed to the third edition of " The Antiquiti^ 
of St. Peter^s, or the Abbey Church of Westminster, &c. 1722." 

t Occasioned by Mr. Tickell's Prefece to the four volumes of 
Mr. Addison's Works. See, in p^ 390, Steele's Original Preface 
to '^ The Drummer." ' 

X See the former letter in p. 341, 

manner ; 
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manner ; for, with men of your taste arid delicacy, 
it is a high cpime and misdemeanour to be guilty of 
any thing that is disingenuous : but I will go into 
the matter. 

Upon my return out of Scotland, I visited Mr. 
Tonson's shop, and thanked him for his care in 
sending to my house the volumes of my dear and 
honoured friend Mr. Addison, which are at last 
published by his secretaiy Mr. Tickell ; but took 
occasion to observe, ^^ that I had not seen the work 
before it came out;'* 'which he did not think fit to 
excuse any otherwise than by a recrimination^ 
" that I had put into his hands at an high price, a 
comedy called, * The Drummer ;' which, by my 
zeal for it, he took to be written by Mr. Addison, 
of which, after his death, he ^aid, I directly ac- 
knowledged he was the author." 

To urge this hardship still more home, he pro- 
duced a receipt under my hand, in these words : 

" March 12, 1715. 

*^ Received then the sum of fifty guineas, for the 
copy of the Comedy called ^ ITie Drummer, or, 
The Haunted House :' I say, received by order of 
the Author of the said Comedy, 

Richard Steele." 
And added, at the same time, that since Mr. Ti<i- 
kell had not thought fit to make that play a part of 
Mr. Addison's Works, he would sell the copy to 
any bookseller that would give most for it. 

This is represented thus circumstantially to shew 
how incumbent it is upon me, as well in justice to 
the bookseller, as for many other considerations, to 
produce this Comedy a second time ; and take this 

occasion 
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occasion to vindicate myself against certain insinu* 
ations thrown out by the publisher of Mr. Addison's 
writings concerning my behaviour in the nicest cir^ 
cumstance^ that of doing justice to the merit of my 
friend. 

I shall take the liberty^ before I have ended this 
Jetter, to say why I believe ^^ The Drummer" 'a 
performance of Mr. Addison ; and, after declaring 
Jhis, any surviving writer may be at ease, if there 
be any one who has hitherto been vain enough to 
hope, or silly enough to fear, it may be given to 
himself. 

Before I go any further, I nmst make my public 
appeal to you and all the learned world ; and hum- 
bly demand, whether it was a decent or reasonable 
thing that works written (as a great part of Mr. Ad- 
dison's were) in correspondence with me, ought to 
have been published without my review of the cata-> 
logue of them ? or, if there were any exception to 
be made against any circumstance in my conduct, 
whether an opportunity to explain myself should 
not have been allowed me, before any reflections 
were made upon me in print ? 

When I perused Mr. Tickell's Prefece, I had 
soon many objections, besides his omission to say 
any thing of ^^ The Drummer," against his long- 
ttxpected performance; the chief intention of 
which, and which it concerns jne first to examine, 
seems to^aim at doing the deceased Author justice 
a^nst me, whom he insinuates to have assumed to 
myself part of the merit of my Friend. 

He is pleased. Sir, to express himself concerning 
the |>resent Writer in the following manner : " The 

Comedy 
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Comedy called ^ The (Tender Husband' appeared 
much about the same time^ to which Mr. Addison 
wrote the prologtie* Sir Richard Steele surprised 
him with a very handsome dedication of this play, 
and has since acquainted the publick that he owed 
iBome of the most taking scenes of it to Mr. Addi* 
«on*;^ 

" He was in that kingdom [Ireland] when hte 
first discovered Sir Richard Steele to be the author 
of ^ The Tatler,' by an observation upon Virgil, 
which had been by him communicated to his 
friend 'jf. The assistance he occasionally gave him 
afterwards, in the course of his paper, did not a 
little contribute to advance its reputation; and, 
upon the change of the Ministry, he found leisure 
to engage more constantly in that work ; which, 
however, was dropped at last, as it had been taken 
up, without his participation. 

*^ In the last paper, which closed those celebrated 
performances, and in the preface to the last volume. 
Sir Richard Steele has given to Mr. Addison the 
honour of the most applauded pieces in that collec- 
tion. But, as that acknowledgment was delivered 
only in general terms, without directing the publick 
to the several papers, Mr. Addison, who was con- 
tait with the praise arising from his own works, 
and too delicate to take any part of that which be- 
longed to others, afterwards thought fit to distin- 
guish his writings in the Spectators and-Guardians 
by such marks as might remove the least possibility 

* Mr. TickeU's Preface p. 11. 

f This has been genei-ally supposed to allude to the Tatler, 
^<» 6, April 23, 1709. See the edition of 1806, vol. I. p. 5(5. 

of 
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of mistake in the most undisceming readers. It 
was necessary that hi^s share in the Tatlers should 
be adjusted in a complete collection of his Works ; 
for which reason Sir Richard Steele, in compliance 
with the request of his deceased friend, delivered to 
him by the Editor, was pleased to mark with his 
own hand those Tatlers which are inserted in this 
edition, and even to point out several in the writing 
of which they were both concerned *." 

" The plan of ^ The Spectator,' as far as it re- 
gards the feigned person of the Author, and of the 
several characters that compose his Club, was pro- 
jected in concert with Sir Richard Steele ; and, be- 
cause many passages in the course of the work 
would otherwise be obscure, I have taken leave to 
insert one single paper, written by Sir Richard 
Steele, wherein those characters axe drawn, which 
may serve as a Dramatis Personce, or as so many 
pictures for an ornament and explication of the 
whole. As for the distinct papers, they were never 
or seldom shewn to each other by their respective 
Authors ; who fully answered the promise they had 
made, and far outwent the expectation they had 
raised, of pursuing their labour in the same spirit 
and strength with which it was begun ^'' 

It need not be explained, that it is here intimated 
that I had not sufficiently acknowledged what was 
due to Mr. Addison in these writings. I shall make 
a full answer to what seems intended hy the words 
'^ he was too delicate to take any part of that which 
belonged to others," if I can recite, out of my own 

' * Mr. Tickets Prefece, p. 12. t Ibid. p. 13. 

papers 
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papers^ any thing that may make it appear ground* 
less. 

. The. subsequent encomiums bestowed by me on 
Mr. Addison will, I hope, be of service to me in 
this particular. 

'^ But I have only one gentleman, wJio will he 
nmnelessy to thank for any frequent assistance to 
me ; which, indeed, it would have been barbarous 
in him to have denied to one with whom he has 
lived in an intimacy from childhood, considering 
the great ease with which he is able to dispatch the 
most entertaining pieces of this nature. This good 
office he performed with such force of genius, hu- 
mour, wit, and learning, that I fared like a dis- 
tressed Prince who calls in a powerful neighbour to 
Jiis aid. I \?jas undone by my auxiliary. When I 
had once called him in, I could not subsist without 
dependence on him. 

*^ The same hand writ the distinguishing charac- 
ters of men and women, under the names of Musi- 
cal Instruments^ the Distress of the News-writers, 
the Inventory of the Play-house, and the Descrip- 
tion of the Thermometer ; which I cannot but look 
upon as the greatest embellishments of this work ^.*' 

^^ As to the work itself, the acceptance it has met 
with is the best proof of its value : but 1 should err 
against that candour which an honest man should 
always carry about him, if I did not own, that the 
most approved pieces in it were written by others, 
and those which have been most excepted against 
}>y myself. The hand that has assisted me in those 

* Prefece to the fourth volume of the Tatlers. 

noble 
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noble discourses upon the iimnortality of the soul, 
the glorious prospects of another life, and the most 
sublime ideas of Religion and Virtue, is a person who 
is too fondly my friend ever to own them : but I 
should little deserye to be his, if I usurped the glory 
of them. I must acknowledge, at the same time, 
that I think the finest strokes of wit and humour in 
all Mr. BickerstaflTs Lucubrations are those for 
which he is also beholden to him *." _ 

*^ I hope the apology I have made as to the li- 
cence allowable to a feigned character, may excuse 
any thing that has been said in these Discourses of 
the Spectator and his works. But the imputation 
of the grossest vanity would still dwell upon me, if I 
;did not give some account by what means I was 
enabled to keep up the spirit of so 4ong and ap- 
proved a performance. All the papers marked with 
a C, i, /, ot O, that is to say, all the papers which 
I have distinguished by any letter in the name of 
the Muse CLIO^, were given me by the gentle- 
man of whose assistance I formerly boasted in the 
preface and concluding leaf of ^ The Tatler.' I am 
indeed much mbre proud of his long-continued 
friendship, than I should be of the fame of being 
thought the Author of any writings which he him- 
self is capable of producing. I remember, when I 
fir^ished ^ The Tender Husband,' I told him there 

* Tatler, N' ^71. 
- t It ^eems probable tbat these letters, wliich in conjunction 
make up the name of the Muse Clioy were originally used as sig- 
natures by Addison, to denote the places where the papers were 
written, \iz. Chelsea, London, Islington, and his O^ce as Secre- 
tary of State. 

was 
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Was nothing I so ardently wished as that we might, 
some time or other, publish a work, written by us 
both, which should bear the name of ^ The Monu*- 
ment/ in memory of our friendship. I heartily 
wish what I have done here were as honorary to that 
sacred name as learning, wit, and humanity, render 
^hose pieces which I have taught the Reader how to 
distinguish for his. When the Play above mentioned 
was last acted, there were so many applauded 
strokes in it, which I had from the same hand, that 
I thought very meanly of myself that I had ever 
publicly acknowledged them. After I have put 
other friends upon importuning him to publish dra- 
matic as well as other writings he has by him, I 
shall end what I think I am obliged to say on this 
head by giving the reader this hint for the better 
judging of my productions : That the best comment 
upon them would be an account when the Patron 
to ^ The Tender Husband' was in England or 
abroad *=." 

" My purpose, \x\ this application, is only to 
shew the esteem I have for you ; and that I look 
upon my intimacy with you as one of the most va- 
luable enjoyments of my life-^." 

I am sure you have read^my quotations with in- 
dignation against the little zeal which proi^pted the 
Editor ; who, by the way, has in himself done no- 
thing in applause of the works which he prefaces, 
to the mean endeavours of adding to Mr. Addison, 
by disparaging a man who had for the greatest part 
of his life been his known bosom friend, and 

* Spectator, N»565. 

t Dedicatiou before " The Tender Husband;* Sec p. 8a 

shielded 


o * 


^00 StR EICITARD SITBELE's 

shielded him from all the resentments which many" 
of his own works would have brought upon him at 
the time in which they were written. It is really a 
good 9f&ce to society^ to expose the indiscretion of 
intermeddlers in the friendship and correspondence 
of men^ whose sentiments, passions, and resent- 
ments, are too great for their proportion of soul. 
Could the Editor's indiscretion provoke me even so 
far as within the rules of strictest honour I could go, 
and I were not restrained by supererogatory affec- 
tion to dear Mr. Addison, I would ask this unskil- 
fill creature what he means, when he speaks in the 
air of a reproach, that " The Tatler was laid down^ 
as it was taken up, without his participation ;** let 
him speak out and say, why " without his know- 
ledge" would not serve his purpose as well. If, as 
he says, he restrains himself to Mr. Addison's cha- 
racter as a writer, while he attempts to lessen me, 
he exalts me : for he has declared to all the world 
what I never have so explicitly done, that I am, to 
all intents and purposes, the author of " The Tat- 
ler." He very justly says, the occasional assistance 
Mr. Addison gave me in the course of that Paper 
" did not 9 little contribute to advance its reputa- 
tion, especially when, upon the change of the Mi- 
nistry, he found leisure to engage more constantly 
in it." It was advanced indeed ; fox it was raised 
to a greater thing than I intended it : for the ele- 
gance, purity, and correctness, which appeared in 
his writings, were not so much my purpose, as in 
any intelligible manner as I could to railly all those 
singularities of human life, through the different 
professions and characters in it, which obstruct any 

thing 
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thing that was truly good and great. After this ac- 
knowkdgement^ you will see, that is, such a man as 
you will see, that I rejoiced in being excelled ; and 
made those little talents, whatever they are which I 
have, give way, and be subservient to the superior 
qualities of a friend whom I loved, and whose mo- 
desty would never have admitted them to come into • 
' daylight but under such a shelter. So that all which 
the Editor has said, either out of design or incapa- 
city, Mr. Congreve must determine to end in this, * 
that Steele has been so candid and upright, that he 
owes nothing to Mr. Addison as a Writer ; but whe- 
ther he does or does not, whatever Steele owes to 
Mr. Addison, the publick owes Addison to Steele. 
But the Editor has such a fantastical and ignorant 
zeal for his Patron, that he will not allow his cor- 
respondents to conceal any thing of his, though in 
obedience to his commands. What I never did de- 
clare Was Mr. Addison's, I had his direct injunc- 
tions to hide, against the natural warmth and passion 
of my own temper towards my friends. Many of 
the writings now published as his, I have been very 
patiently traduced and calumniated for^ as they 
were pleasantries and oblique strokes upon certain 
the wittiest men of the age ; who will now restore 
me to their good-will, in proportion to the abate- 
ment of wit which they thought I employed against 
them. But I was saying that the Editor will not 
allow us to obey his Patron's commands in any thing. 
which he thinks would redound to his credit if dis- 
covered. And because I would shew a little wit in 
my anger, I shall have the discretion to shew you, 
that he has been guilty in this particular towards % 

much 
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much greater man than y<mr humble servant, and 
one whom you are much more obliged to vindicate. 

Mr. Dryden, in his Virgil, ^^fter having acknow- 
ledged, that ^^ a certain excellent young man" had 
shewed him many faults in the translation of Virgil, 
which he had endeavoured to correct, goes oa to say, 
*^ Two other worthy friends of mine, who desire to 
have their names concealed, seeing me straitened in 
my time, took pity on me, and gave me the Life of 
Vii^l, the two Prefaces to the Pastorals and the 
Georgics, and all the Arguments in prose to the 
whole translation." If Mr. Addison is one of the 
two friends, and the Preface to the Georgics be 
what the Editor calls the Essay upon the Georgics, as 
one may adventure to say they are, from their being 
word for word the same, he has cast an inhuman 
reflection upon Mr. Dryden, who, though tied 
down not tq nafhe Mr. Addison, pointed at him, so 
as all mankind conversant in these matters knew 
him, with an elogium equal to the highest merit, 
considering who it was that bestowed it. I could 
not avoid remarking upon this circumstance, out of 
justice to Mn Dryden; but confess, at the same 
time, I took a great pleasure in doing it, because I 
knew, in exposing this outrage, I made my court 
to Mr. Congreve. 

I have observed, that the Editor will not let me 
fior any one else qbey Mr. Addison's commands in 
hiding any thing he desires should be concealed. I 
cannot but take further notice, that the circum- 
stance of marking his Spectators, which I did not 
know till I had done with the work, I made my 
own a6t; because I thought it too great a sensibility 

in 
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Ikk my fri$nd^ and thought it, since, it wf4 4<^ne^: 
better to be supposed marked by «ie than the Au* 
thor himself; the peal, state of whi(jl> this zisatot* 
mshly and injudiciously exposes* ,1 ask th^reader; 
Whether any thing but an earnestness to disparage 
me could .provoke the Editor, in behalf of Mr->Ad- 
dison, to sav that he marked it ottt., of caution- 
against Hke, when I had taken upon me to say it was^ 
I that did it out of tenderness to him ? - . - ^ • 
' As ,the imputation of any the least attempt of ar^ 
rogating to myself, or detracting from Mr. Addi^qn^ 
is without any colour of truth ; you will -give me 
leave to go on in the same ardour towards- him, and 
resent the cold, unafFectionate, « dry, and barren 
manner, in which this gentleman gives an account of 
as great a Benefactor as any one learned man ever 
had of another. Would any man, who had h&^n 
produced from a College life, and pushed into one 
of the most considerable employisnents of the king7 
<Jom as to its weight and trusty and gl^atly lucxa^ 
tive with respect to a Fellowship, and who had been 
daily and hourly with one of the greatest men tJT 
the ag^, be satisfied with himself in sayipg nothing 
of such a person, besides what, all the world knew:-f 
except a particularity, and that to his disadvantage, 
w^hicb I, his friend from a. boy, don't know to be 
true ; . to wit, " that he nevej: had a regular pulse ?'* 
As for the facts^^d considerable pe^iod^ of .his life, 
h^ either knew nothing of, them,;X)r injudiciously 
plaoeg them- in a*worse Uffht than, that in, which tliey 
j^s?Jly stood* ' ' \Y^^ he sj>eaks.o^Mr/Aj(jldison^ 
clipjog4^.g<xinto orders,, his, way^^f dping ^ ^ 

ia(Ktfnt that*.hjs ^ei jou^ne^s. imd mo^^JV*'^^'^'^?^ 

might 
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might hiye recommended hitf), '^ ;^v«4 the £hi<f 
cAystacleli to it. It seems^ those qualities hy whi^h 
Ihe Prietrthood is so much adorned represented tht 
duti^ of it as too weighty for him, and rendered* 
him still more worthy of that honour which they 
made him decline.^ These, you know very well, 
were not the reasons which made Mr. Addison tiifn 
his thoughts to the civil world ; ^nd, as you werfe 
the instrument of his bec6ii()ing acquainted with my 
Lord Halifax, I doubt not but you remember the 
warm instances that nobl^ Lord made to the Head 
of the College, not to insist upon Mr, Addison's going 
into orders. His arguments were founded upon th^ 
general pravity and corruption ^ men of business, 
who wanted liberal education. And I remember, 
as if I had read the letter jresterday, that my Lord 
ended with a compliment, " that, however he might 
be represented as no friend to the Church, he never 
would do it any other injury than keeping Mr. Ad- 
dison out of it,*'- — ^The contention for this man, in 
his early youth, among the people of greatest power, 
Mr. ^Secretary Tickell, the executor for his iiune, is 
pleased to ascribe to a serious visage and modesty 6f 
behaviour. When a writer is grossly and essentially 
faulty, it were a jest to take ftotice of a false ex- 
pressiQU, or a phrase ; otherwise Priesthood, in that 
place, might be observed upon, as a term hocused 
by the real wclUwishers to Clci^ymen, except wheq 
they would express some sqlettm act, and not wfien 
that order is spoken of as a profetoion atnong g^tle- 
men. I will nqt^ therefore, busy myself about •* the 
ttnconcerhipg parts ofknowledge ; but b^ contepted, 
like a reader pf plain sensi?, without politeness ;'• a^, 

since 
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dfoce Mr. Secicftaiy will give us naaceoimt of 4iiif 
gentleman^ ^ I admit the Alps and Apenninee^ 
instead of his £ditor, to be commeiitatarB of his 
works, which/' as the Editor says, ^ hare raified a 
demand for correctness.'" This demasid^ hj the 
way, ought to he more strong upon those who w«i» 
most about him, and had the greatest advantage of 
" his exampk." But <mr Editor says, ** Aat thwe 
who come the nearest to esactness are but too often 
fond of unnatural beauties, and aim at something 
better than perfection.*' Believe me. Sir, Mr. Ad* 
dfson"^ example will carry no man further than diat 
^ height for which Nature capacitated, him ; and tihe 
affectation of foHqwing great men in works above 
the genius of their imitators will never rise finrdier 
than the production of uncommon and unsuitafale 
ornaments in a barren discourse, iike flowers upon 
. an heath, such as the author's {^rase. of ^^ some^ 
thing better than perfection." But indeed his pre> 
iBce, if ever any thing was, is that «' something 
better ;** for it is so ^ttraordinary that we cannot say 
it is too long or too short, or deny but that it is both« 
I think I abstract myself from all manner of preju- 
^oe when I aver, that no man, though without any 
obligation to Mr. Addison, would have represented 
him in his family, imd his friendships or his per- 
sonal character, so disadvantageously as his Secre- 
tary (in preference of whom he iacuirodt the warm- 
^ •est resentments of other gentlemen) has been pleased 
to describe him in those particulars, 

Mr. Dean Addison, father of this memorable 
man, left behind him four children, each of whom, 
for excellent talents and singular j^rfections, was as 

RR 3 much 
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much above the ordinary world as their brother Jor 
seph was above them. Were things of this nature 
to be exposed to pubHc view, I could shew, under 
the Dean's own hand *, in the warmest terms, his 
blessing on the friendship between his son and me 5 
nor had he a child who did not prefer me in the 
first place of kindness and esteem, as their father 
loved me Uke one of them : and I can with great 
pleasure say, I never omitted any opportunity of 
shewing that zeal for their persons and interests as 
became a gentleman and a friend. Were I now to 
indulge myself, I could talk a great deal to you, 
which I am sure would be entertaining ; but as I 
am speaking, at the same time, to all the world, X 
considered it would be impertinent. . Let me thei\ 
confine myself a while to the following Play, which 
I at first recommended to the stage, and carried to 
the press. No one who reads the Preface which I 
published ^ with it will imagine I could be induced 
to say so much as I then did, had I not known the 
man I best loved had had a part in it, or had I be- 
lieved that any other concerned had much more to. 
do th^n^s 2Lj[i amanuensis. 

But, indeed, had I not known, at the time, of 
the transaction concerning the acting on the stage 
and sale of the copy, I should, I think, have seen 
Mr. Addison in every page of it ; for he was above 
all men in that talent we call humour, and enjoyed 
it in such perfection that I have oftei^ reflected, 

* If this letter should by chance exist among the papers of 
any curious Collector, it would be an acceptable communicatiox^ 
to tho publick, 

t See this in p. 390. 

after 
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after a night spent with him apart from all the 
Worlds that I had had the pleasure of .conversing- 
witii an intimate acquaintance of Terence and Ca- 
tullus, who had all their wit and nature, heightened 
with humour more exquisite- and delightful than 
any other man ever possessed. 

They who shall read this Play, after being let 
into the secret that it was written by Mr. Addison, 
or under his direction, will probably be attentive ^ 
to those excellences which they before overlooked ; 
and wonder they did not till now observe, that there 
is not an expression in the whole piece which has 
not in it the most nice propriety and aptitude to the 
character whifch utters it. Here is that smiling 
mirth, that delicate "^ satire, and genteel raillery, 
which appeared in Mr. Addison when he was free 
among intimates : 1 say, when he was free from 
his remarkable bashfulness, which is a cloke that 
hides and muffles merit ; and his abilities were co- 
vered only by modesty, which doubles the beauties 
which are seen, and gives credit and esteem to all 
that are concealed. 

" The Drummer*' made no great figiire on the 
stage, though exquisitely well acted ; but, when I 
observe this, I say a much harder thing of the stage 
than of the Comedy. When I say the stage in this 
place, I am [to be] understood to mean in general 
the present taste of theatrical representation^, where 
nothing that is not violent, and, as I may say, 
grossly delightful, can come on without hazard of 
being condemned, or slighted. It is here re-pub- 
lished, and recommended as a closet piece, to re- 
create an intelliget\t mmd in a vacant hour ; for va- 
, . . ^ cant 
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<^iit the reader must be from erery strong prepos^ 
ses^oo, in onler to t«lish an ent^inm^t r^ 
ftegueo momsirare et sentio tantum) whidb cannot 
be eigoyed to the degree it deserves, but by those 
of the most polite tarte among schoiars^ the best 
breeding among gentlemen, and the leart acquainted 
with sensual pleasure among th^' ladies. 

The Editor is pleased to relate concerning "^Csto/ 
that a Play under that design was prelected by the 
Author very early, and wholly laid aside ; in advan- 
ced years he re-assumed the same design, and, many 
years after four acts were finished, he writ the fifth, 
^md brought it upon the stage. All the Town knows 
how officious I was in bringing it oi\ ; and you, that 
know the Town, the Theatre, and mankind^ very 
well, can judge how necessary it was to take mea* 
sures for making a periiwrmance of that sor^ excel- 
hasA as it is, run into popular applause* I promised 
before it was acted, and performed my diity accord* 
ingly to the Author, that I would bring togetha* so 
jju^ an audience on the first days of it, it diould be 
impossible for die vulgar to put its success or due 
applause to any hazard ; but I do not mention this 
only to shew* how good uxi aid-de^camp I was to Mr* 
Addison, but to shew also that the Editor does as 
nauch to cloud the merit of this work as I <£d to set 
it forth. Mr* TickelFs account of its htitig taken 
up> laid down, -and at last perfected, aft^ such long 
intervals and pauses, would make any one believe, 
who did not know Mr. Addison, that it was tLOCowtft 
plisbed with the greatest pain and labcmr, and the 
issue lather of learning and industey than <»pacxfy 
and genius. But I do itssute you> that nfiver i^y^. 

which 
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t^hich could bring tlie Author any reputation for 
wit and conduct, notwithstanding it was so long be* 
fore it was finished^ employed the Author so little a 
time in writing : if I remember right, the fifth act 
was Written in less than a week's time ; for this was — 
particular in this Writer, that when he had taken 
his resolution, or made his plan for what he de- 
signed to write, he would walk about the room^ and 
dictate it into language with as much freedoin and 
ease as any one could write it down, and attend to 
the coherence and grammar of what he dictated. I 
have been often thus employed by him ; and never 
took it into my head, though he only spoke it, and I 
took all the pains of throwing it upon paper, that I 
ought to call myself the writer of it. I will put a^ 
my credit among men of wit for the truth of my aver- 
ment, when I presume to say, that no one but Mn 
Addison was in any other way the writer of " The 
Drummer ;" at the same time I will allow that he 
sent for me, which he could always do, from his 
natural power over me, as much as he could fgr 
any of his Clerks when he was Secretary of State ; 
and told me ^^ that a gentleman then iq the room 
had written a Play that he was sure I would like ; but 
it was to be 2i secret ; and he knew I would take as 
much pains, since he rec<^mmended . it, as I would 
for him\'* • ^ 

1 hope nobody will be wronged,, or think himself 
aggrieved,' that I give this rejected work where J 
do ) and if a certain gentleman is injured by it, I 
will allow I have wronged him, upon this issue, 
that (if the reputed ♦ Translator of the First Book 

* It is plain by this passage tliat Steele knew the real trans-r 
lator Mr. Gay, in a letter tQ Pope, July $, 1715, says, " Sir 

l^amuel 
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of Homer shall please to give us anbther BooV) 
there shall appear another good judge in Poetry, 
besides Mr. Alexander Po}>e, who shall like it. 
But I detain you too long upon things tibat are too 
personal to myself; and will defer giving the world 
a true notion of the character and talents of Mr. 
Addison, till I can speak of that amiable gentleman 
on an occasion void of controversy. I shall then 
perhaps * say many things of him, which will be 

Samuel Garth bid me tell you, that every body is pleased with 
your translation but a few at Button*s ; and that Sir Richard 
Steele told him, that Mr. Addison said, Tickell's translation was 
the best that ever was in any language.** 

* It may be inferred from this, that Steele intended to give 
the publick some memoirs of his excellent friend ; and perhaps 
the materials for it may still exist among the papers that were 
collected towards the Life of the Duke of Marlborough ; to 
wlKmi Cctptain Steele had in 1710 thus addressed an Imitation 
of Horace, Book I. Ode VL 

'^ Should Addison's immortal verse 

Yoiu* fame in arms^ gi^eat Prince, rehearse, 
- With Anna's lightning you 'd appear. 

And glitter o'er again in war. 

Repeat the proud Bavarian's fall. 

And in the Danube plunge the Gaul. 

*Ti& not for me your worth to show, 
y Or lead Achilles to the foe. 

Describe stern Diopaed in fight. 

And put the wounded gods to ^ight ^ 

I dare not, with unequal rage. 

On such a mighty theme engage ; 

Nor sully in a verse like mine 

illustrious Anna's praise, and thine. 

Let the laborious Epic lay, 

in lofty lines, the chief display. 

Who bears to distant realms his arms, 

And stril^ through Gallia dread alarms -, 

Hii 
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Hew even to you, with regard to him, in all parts of 
his character : for which I was so zealous, that I 
could not be contented with praising and adorning 
him as much as lay in ray power, but was ever so* 
liciting and putting my friends upon the same of- 
fice. And since the Editor has adorned his heavy 
discourse with prose in rhipie at the end of it, upon 
Mr. Addison's death, give me leave to atone for this, 
long and tedious epistle, by giving you after it, 
what I dare say you will esteem, an excellent poem: 
oh his marriage *. I must conclude without satis- 

His courage and his conduct tell. 

And on his various virtues dwelL 

In trifling cares my humble Muse 

A less ambitious track pursues. ' 

Instead of troops in battle mix*d^ 

And Gauls with British sjiears transfixed. 

She paints the soft distress and mien 

Of Dames expiring veith the spleen. 

From the gay^noise, affected air, 
' And Httle foDies of the fair, 

A slender stock of &me I raise. 

And di'aw from others faults my praise." 
* This was the following poem, by Mr. Welsted, addressed 
to the Countess of Warwick on her Marriage, Aug. ?, I7I6: 

" Ambition long has Woman's heart betray*d. 
And tinsel grandeur caught th' unwary Maid j / 
The pompous styles, that strike th* admiring throng, 
]H[ave glitler'd in the eye of Beauty long : 
You, Madam, first the female taste improve. 
And give your fellow-charmers laws for Love ; 
A pomp you covet, not to Heralds known. 
And sigh for virtues equal to your own ; 
Part in a man immoital greatly claim> 
And frown on Titles, to ally with Fame : 
Not Edwai-d's star, emboss'd with silver rays. 
Can vie in glory with thy Consorts bays y 

His 
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tying as strong a desire as ever man had of saj^ng 
something remarkably handsome to the person to 
whom I am writing ; for you are so good a judge, 
that you will find out the endeavourer to be witty : 
and therefore, as I have tired you and myself, I will 
be contented with assuring you, which I do very 
honestly, I had rather have you satisfied with me 
on this subject than any other man living. 

You will please to pardon me, that I have, thus, 
laid this nice afiair before a person who has the ac^ 
knowledged superiority to all others, not only in 
the most excellent talents, but possessing them with 
an equanimity, candour, and benevolence, which 
render those advantages a pleasure as great to the 

His Country's pride does homage to thy charms^ 
And every merit ecowds into thy arms. 

While others gain light conquests by their eyes^ 
Tis thine with wisdom to subdue the Wke : 
To their soft chains while courtly beaux salHnit« 
*Tis thine to lead in triumph captive Wit: 
Her sighing vassals let Oarfnda boast^ 
Of lace and languishing cockades the toast ; 
In Beauty's pride unenvy'd let her mga. 
And share that wanton empu*e with the vain. 
For thee the Arts ei Greece and Rome combine ; 
And all the glories Cato gain'd are thine : 
Still Warwick in thy boasted rank of lift. 
But more illustrious than when -Warwick's wife. 

Come forth> reveal thyself, thou chosen Bride, 
And shew ^reat Nassau's Poet by thy side ; 
Thy bright example shall instruct the Fair, 
And future Nymphs shall make renown their care f 
Embroidery less shall chann the Virgin's eye. 
And kind Coquets for plumes less frequent die $ 
Secure shall Beauty reign, the Muse its guard ; 
The Muse shall triunq>h> Beauty its reward.*' 

rest 
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te^ of the world, as tliey can be to ibe owner of 
them. And since iame consists in the opinion of 
wise and good men, you must not blame »e for 
isiking the readiest i^ay to baffle an attempt upcm 
my reputation, by an address to one whpm every 
wise and good man looks upon with the greatest rf- 
feetion and veneration, 
lam. Sir, 

Your most obliged, most obedient, 
and m»st humble sarvant. 

Rich. Steele. 


4G^. IT) KING GEORGE THE FIRST*. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, [i732*] 

JjiFrER having aspired to the highest and most 
laudable ambition, that of following the cause of 
Liberty, I should not have humbly petitioned your 
Majesty for a direction of the Theatre, had I not 
believed success in that province an happiness much 
to be wished by an honest man, and highly con- 
ducing to the prosperity of the c6mtQ<mwealth« It 
is in tiitis view I Is^ before your Majesty a Comedy^ 
which the audience, in justice to themselves^ hail 
supported and encouraged ; and is the prelude of 
what, by your Majesty's influence and fstvour, may 
be attempted in future representations. 

« Fkttfixied to '' The Gonsdoitt Loren/^ 

The 
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The imperial mantle, the royal vestment, atid 
the shining diadem, are what strike ordinary minds.' 
But your Majesty's native goodness, your passion 
for Justice, and her constant assessor, Mercy, is 
what continually surrounds you, in the view of in- 
telligent spirits, and gives hope to the suppliant, 
who sees he has more than succeeded in giving your 
Majesty an opportunity of doing good. Our King 
is above the greatness of Royalty ; and every act of 
his will, which makes another man happy, has ten 
times more charms in it than one that makes him- 
self appear raised above the condition of others. But 
even this carries unhappiness with it ; for calni do- 
minion, equal grandeur, and fdmiliar greatness, do 
not easily affect the imagination of the vulgar, who 
cannot see power but in terror: and as fear moves 
mean spirits, and love pi-on^pts great ones to obey^ 
the insinuations of malcontents are directed accord- 
ingly ; and the unhappy people are in snared, from 
want of reflection, into disrespectful ideas of their 
gracious and amiable Sovereign ; and then only be* 
gin to apprehend the greatness of their Master, when 
they have incurred his displeasure. 
-. As your Majesty was invited to the Throne of a 
willing people for their own sake?, and has ever, 
enjoyed it with contempt of the ostentation of it ; 
we beseech' you to paoteet us, who revere your title 
as we love your person. It is to bp savage to be a 
rebel ; and they who have fallen from you have not 
so much forfeited their allegiance, as lost their hu- 
manity. And therefore, if it were only to preserve 
myself from the imputation of being amongst the 
insensible and abandoned, I would beg permission, 
• - in 
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in the most public manner possible, to profess my- 
self, with the utmost sincerity and zeal, - 
Sire, 

Your Majesty's 

Most devoted subject and servant, 

Richard Stesle, 


470. Preface to " The Conscious Lovers/'' 

X HIS Comedy- has been received with universal 
acceptance, for it was in every part excellently perr; 
formed ; and there needs no other applause of the 
actors, but that they excelled according to the dig- 
nity and difficulty of the character they represented. 
35ut this gr^at favour done to the work in acting ren- 
ders the e^cpectation still the greater from the au- 
thor, to keep up the spirit in the representation of 
the closet, or any other circumstance of the reader^ 
whether alone or in company : to which I can only 
say, that it must be remembered, a Play is to be 
§een, aad is made to be represented with tlie advan- 
tage of action, nor can appear but with half the 
spirit without it ; for the greatest effect of a Play in 
^reading; is, to excite the reader to go see' it ; and 
when he does so, it is then a Play has the effect of 
example and precept *, 

* A few days before the first representation the following pa* 
ragraph appeared in the Newspapers : '* Sir Richard Steele's 
excellent new Comedy, called The Unfashionable Lovers, yi^H 
be acted on the sixth of next month. It is thought that this 
^lay is the best modern Play that has been produced." Oct. % 

The 


The chief design of fliis was, to be an innocen* 
perfoFRiance ; and the audience, have abundantly 
showed how ready they are to support what is visi- 
bly intended that way ; nor do I make any diffi- 
T,\x\ty to acknowledge^ that the wliole was writ far 
the sake of the scene of the fourth act, wherein Mr. 
Bevil evades the quarrel with his friend ; and hope 
it may have some effect with the Goths and Vandals 
that frequent the Theatres, or a nK>re polite audi- 
ence may supply their absence. 

This incident, and the case of the father ami 
ibughter, are esteemed by some people no subject* 
of Comedy ; but I cannot be of their mind ; for any 
iSnng that has its foundation in happiness and suc^ 
•cess must be allowed to be the object of Comedy^; 
wttd sure it must be an improvement of it, to intro- 
duce a joy too eitquisite for laughter, that can have 
DO spring but in d^ght^ which is the case of this 
young lady. I must therefore contend, that the 
tears which were shed on that occasion flowed from 
leason and good sense*; and that men ought not to 
be laughed at for weeping, till we are come to a 
more clear notion of what is to be imputed/ to the 
bardness of the. head and the softness of the heart ; 
and I diink it was very politeiy said of Mr. Wilks, 
to one who told him there was a General weeping 
lor Indiana, ^* 1 11 warrant he *U fight ne'er the worse 
for that." To be apt to give way to the impressions 
of humanity, is the excellence of a right disposition, 
and the natural working of a well-turned spirit. But, 
av I have suffered by Critics who are got no farther 
than to enquire whether they ought to be pleased 
or not, I would willingly find them properer matter 

far 
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for their emj^oyment^ and revive l^re a song, which 
was omitted for want of a performer^ and designed 
for the entertainment of Indiana. Signor CarboneOi, 
instead of it, played on the fiddle ; and it is for want 
of k singer that such advantageous things are said of 
an instrument which were designed for a voice. 

The song is the distress of a love-sick maid ; and 
inay be a fit entertainment for some small Criticks^ 
to examine whether the passion is just, or the dis- 
tress male or female* 

** From place to place forlorn I go, 
With downcast eyes a silent sh^e ; 

Forbidden to declare my woe ; 
To speak, till spoken to, afraid. 

My inward pangs, my secret grief. 
My soft consenting looks betray ; 

He loves, but gives me no relief; 
Why speaks not he who may 7* 

It remains to say a word concerning Terence ; 
and I am extremely surprised to find what Mr« 
Cibber told me prove a truth : That what I valued 
myself so much upon, the translation of him, shoold 
be imputed to me as a reproach^ Mr. CiU^er'M zeal 
lor the work^ his care and application in instructing 
the actors, and altering the dispositicHi of the scenes^ 
when I waS) tbrou^ sickness, unable to cultivate 
such things myself, has been a very obliging favour 
and friendship to me. For this reason, I was very 
Jbardly persuaded to throw away Terence's celebrated 
funaral, and take only the bare authority of the 
^ung man's character ; and how I have worked it 

into 
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into an Englishman, and made use of the $ame cir- 
cumstances oi discovering a daughter when we least 
hoped for one, is hmnbly submitted to the learped 
leader. Ricb. Steele, 


471. FROM JOHN HIGHMORE*, ESQ, 

MR, • * 1722, . 

JNO one, I believe, has a higher opinion of the 
^ Conscious Lovers" in general than myself ; or 
more admires the character of Indiana in particular, 
which is, I think, drawn with exquisite skill. She 
appears to be amiable in the highest degree, as her 
story is very judiciously told, and in the most af- 
fecting manner. But it grieves me to say, what, 
however, I apprehend to be too just, that the cha- 
racter of Bevil is strained beyond all reason. You 
have, I fear, instead of making his character proper 
to be imitated, rendered it such as no wise man 
ought, to imitate ; since it is possible, on his princi- 
ptes^ for two persons of the strictest virtue, perfectly 
suited for each other, and in the highest degree sen- 
sible of it, with a competency in their own hands to 
answer air consequences, and with which they them- 
selves are contented, to be made as miserable "as 
total separation can be supposed to make them,' 

* Tlie celebrated Painter. This Letter, though . wiitten, in 
m3, was first pubUshed in Gent. Mag. 1762, vol. XXXlI. p. 
404. — " An Epistle to Sir Richard Steele, on his Play called 
s* The Conscious Lovers,' was published by B. Victor:, ixx 172^'* 
gva ' ■ . ••; 

misrely 
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merely because a person, who happens to be a pav 
rent of one of them, takes it into his head that he 
has an absolute power of commanding (by virtjle qf 
that relation) one who is as much a man, and at» 
capable of reasoning as himself, and a thousand 
times more intimately concerned in the affair about 
which he^pretends to have so unlimited an author 
rity. Now, to make this necessary, in order to 
preserve and support the character of a virtuous 
man and a good son, is highly injurious to virtue 
and filial duty, if these do not require it. 

It is surprizing to hear people insist, as they do, 
on such absolute obedience to parents^ especially 
iWhigs, who, in political affairs, profess to act upoa 
principles so much more reasonable. How can they 
who say (and I think rightly) that the good of the 
governed is the end of Government, and therefore 
wisely protest against Non-resistahce and passive 
obedience, be so inconsistent with themselves, as 
to introduce those principles into Families; which 
they disavow in the State ? Am lany more obliged 
to obey a Tyrant Father, than a Tyrant King ? If not^ 
why is my obedience to the former made absolute^ 
and to the latter conditional ? , 

Np doubt, there are ages of life in whjich children 
ought to be subject to the absolute commands of 
their parents ; and that for this plain reason^ be- 
cause at such ages those children are not arrived tO: 
the proper use of their own understanding: but,; 
when they are, they ought to be treated accordingly^ 
and no more commanded and corrected (both which 
should cease together)' but reasoned with. And if 
that will not do, what then ? How should one rea* 

s s . sonable 
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80i£able creature treat another who does not See the 
force of his arguments ? Ought he to break his 
head^ or should he (as Mr. Locke proposes in his 
*^ Treatise on Education") pray for him ; *^ which 
is all (he says) a Parent can or ought to do in such 
a case ?" It will be no objection to the justness of 
this assertion^ that the exact time when each child 
is fit to be treated in this way cannot be determined, 
auy more than it is true that black and white are 
the same, because the edges of each may be so 
blended, that it will be impossible to say where the 
one b^ins and the other ends, though at a great 
distance from those edges the difference is suffi- 
citotly distinguishable ; as are Virtue and Vice in the 
extremes, how difficult soever it may be to deter- 
mine the bounds of each precisely. 

I should not have given yeu or myself. Sir, any 
trouble on this subject, but that I fear this Play is 
capable of doing a great deal of mischief, on the ac- 
count of which I have objected to it : for it is wth 
great reluctance that I oppose Sir Richard Steele ; 
because, I sincerely believe that he designs to pro- 
mote the cause of Virtue, not only in this perform- 
ance, but likewise in all his writings I have ever 
seen. I believe too that he has, in many respects, 
done it efiectually, as I doubt not he has in every 
one aimed at it uprightly. And I likewise believe, 
no man could be more concerned to find his design 
frustrated herein than himself; and that, if he 
thought an alteration of any part of his performan- 
ces would be more subservient to ' such his laudable 
design than the vindication of it, he would readily 
and cheerfully make it, as I, for my part, am not 

only 
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only willing^ but desirous to be better informed^ if 
I am mistaken. 
Yours, &c. X. Y. 


•e 


472. STEELE'S ACCOUNT, 

From the 15th Sept. 178S, to the 9th March 1722-3. 

The several balances — ^868 10 a 

Paiil Sir Richard the 20th part 1 73 14 

Paid more to ditto — 25© 

In cash — — 444 16 


June 18, 1723 *. 4£8fi8 10 


.• 


473- TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

DEAR CHILD, MAY 24, 17^3* 

1 SEND the franks for Mrs, Bullock, to whom I 
desire you to write with great gratitude and respect, 
always remembering the great obligation you have 
%o her for so tender an education. 
I am, dear Betty, 

Your most afiectionate father, 
and most humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* y Dec. 16, IT^i Jh^yrerei to Sir Richard Steele the agroe- 
ment of the Plajers> voA the deed about ib» scenes^ .doaths^ &c.** 

- s s s 474. TO 
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474. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MYDEARCHILD^ JULY 15, I723. 

X HAVE received a letter from you, but without 
a date ; which, my dear, was a great omission. I 
ought not to find faults in so kind and so afiection- 
ate an epistle ; but exactness is an excellent quality, 
iifhich every one may be mistress of, ^nd therefore 
I would not have you want it. I ana much better 
than I was, and attribute my recovery to the prayers 
of my dear children. I have taken a great deal of 
pains to serve the world ; and hope God will allow 
me some time to serve my own family *. 

My goo4 girl, employ yourself always in some 
good work, that you may be as good a woman as 
your mother. Pray remember me to dear little 
Molly ; and know m^ for, Madam, 

Your afiectionate father, and humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


475. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR CHILD, BATH, OCT, 1, I723. 

1 HIS confesses to my dear children, that I came 
to this place three weeks ago with a very heavy 

* " We heai' Sir Richard Steele will present the Town with 
another Comedy this winter." London Journal^ Sept. 14, 1723. 
—This was his " School of Action ;" the fragment of which is 
now for the fii:st time printed. See jj). 1—44. 

heart; 
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heart * ; but I hope I am now better, and desire 
Betty to write to me, and let me know what she 
hears from Mrs. Bullock, and the like accounts ; 
for my soul is wrapped up in your welfare ; and 
I am, dear children. 

Your most affeqtionate father, 
and most bumble servant, 

Rich. Steelb. 
. Direct " To Sir Richard Steele, Member of i^r- 
liament, at Bath." 


476. TO MRS. MARTHA CEl^EY. 

MADAM, BATH, NOV. 2, ITSg. 

X HAD a letter from you t6 supply you with 
money, on account of my lodgings at your house, 
which I am very sorry I was unable to do ^f*. But 
when I come to town, I shall make it my imme- 
diate care to discharge it. But, as I believe aH the 
time I shall spend in the country will hereaftei* be 
at the Bath, or in Wales^ I beg the favour of you 
to take this letter for a dismission of the lodgings at 
Fulham ; and believe me to be, with gresit truth. 
Madam, 

Your most obedient humble setrvMt, 

Rich Akn Steele. . 

* This is tlie first intimation of his setere disftress. 

t Steele received 5002. from the Kin&r for his Dedication to 
^* The Conscious Lovm ;'* yet> notwithstanding his various're« 
sources^ mia always incurably necMitous. . 

477* TO 
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477. to MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR CHILD^ BATH, NOV. 20, 1723- 

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your kind 
letters ; and desire you to i;^ite to me once every 
week, which will be a great comfort to me, and, I 
hope, hasten my recovery, and our meeting. 
I am, dear child, 

Your affectionate father, 

and most humble servant, 

Jlicif , Stexue, 
Love to Molly* 


478. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR CHILD, NOV. 22, I723. 

1 HAVE your letter, with the news of Eugene's 
death *, and your reflections thereupon. Do you 
and your sister stay at home, and do not go to the 
funeral. Lord, grant me patience ! 
Pray write to me constantly. 
Your affectionate fether, 

and obedient servant. Rich. Steele. 

Why do not you mention Molly? Is she dead 
too? 


* See pp. 578, 591. 


47». TO 


I 
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479. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

DEAR BETTY, BATH, DEC. 2, 1733. 

HAVE your letter of the 30th from Mrs. Snow. 
I writ to Mrs. Nazereau in great concern, not hear- 
ing from you, and desired her to chide you very 
severely, if you were in health, for omitting to 
write to me in the distress you must needs think I 
was in when I heard nothing of you. Your mourn^ 
ing * was no manner of excuse ; for you might hkve 
found time to write to your Father, whatever other 
business you liad. I desire you would give my most 
humble service to Mrs. Snow ; I know not how to 
behave myself under the obligation of your being 
such a trouble as you must needs be at her house. 
Let me know as soon as Mrs. Bullock comes to 
town. My service to Molly. I am, dear Betty, 

Your affectionate father, 

and most humble servant. Rich. Stebls. 


480. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR CHILD, BATH, DEC. 14, 1793. 

\ OU must pardon me if I write to you by a ser- 
vant's hand, because I have a great deal of business 
to do to-night, and therefore cannot, under my 
present infirmity, do it in my own hand. 1 know 

* For }»T Brother Eugene; «ee^p. 63^. 

nothing 


s 
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nothing of the gentlewoman with wh6m you are 
left, but depend very much upon Mrs. Bullock's 
conduct and judgment. You say the gentlewoman 
who is your governess is a very well-bred woman. 
If she proves so to me, I shall honour her as my 
sister, for the justice and kindness she shews to you. 
Pray shew her this letter, and tell her so. You 
say she never was abroad in any dependent way be- 
fore. Pray desire her to write to me, to let me 
know what terms she is upon, that I may proceed 
accordingly for her service. I am, my dear child, 
most tenderly affected with the kind and prudent 
expressions in your letter; but cannot speak my 
mind to you till I see you, which, I hope, will be 
about the time the Parliament meets. . 

I am, dear Betty, 
Your most affectionate father, 

and mo^t humble servant. Rich. Steele. 

Give my love to your sister Molly, and service 
to Mr. Snow and Mrs. Snow. 


481. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE, 

BATH, DEC. SI, 1733. 
MY DEAREST DEAR CHILD, 

1 HAVE yours of the 19th, for which I thank 
you ; am preparing to come to town. God grant a 
happy meeting between you and 
Your most affectionate father, 
and most humble servant. Rich. Steele. 

482. TO 
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482. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

BEAR BETTY, BATH, JAN. 8, 1723-4. 

JL HIS is to let you and your sister know I am in 
good health, and, dear creature. 
Your affectionate father, 

and most humble servant. 

Rich, Steele*. 
My service to Mrs. Baker. 


483. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE. 

MY DEAR LITTLE GIRL, APRIL 5, 1^24- 

X RAY send me word when Mrs. Evans and you 
begin your journey, and let her know she shall be 
well received here by all us country people 'J*. God 
send us an happy meeting ! 
Dear child. 

Your affectionate father, 
^and humble servant, 

Rich. Steele. 
Give my service to the good old man, and to his 
son, and his sons, and his cousin Betty. 

* In Feb. 1723-4, Pamdl addressed to Stcfele a sixpenny pam« 
phlct, intitided, " Remarks on Dacier " 

t It does not appear whence this and the two foUowing Let- 
'tcrs wa-e written 3 probably from the city of Hereford, to \^eh 
pkee Sir Richard about this time retired, and w^s lodged and 
b^mrded there at the house of a mercer, who was his agent, and 
receiver of the rents of an encumbered estate of 60QI. a-year> 
whitfih Sir Richard obtained by his late wife* At his death it 
devoKed to his two daughters* 

48^. 
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484. PLAYHOUSE ACCOUNT, 
1723 and 1724. 
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485. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE ♦• 

DEAR BETTY, APRIL 8, 1724- 

JL DESIRE you to be carefully dressed to-day ia 
your hlacky. in order to receive a visitant in honour 
of your brother -f^. Let your sister be in her white ; 
and be, both as cheerfully suited as you can be?. 

I shall call upon you soon after dinner j and am 
your friend upon all occasions. 
Dear Betty, 

Your obedient^ faithful father. 

Rich. Steele. 


486. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE, 

DEAR BETiy, ^ JUNE 25, 1724. 

JL WAS much troubled to find you were sent to 
my lodgings with your keys. I hope you will find 
every thing right there. But be exact- in all your 
affairs hereafter, and we shall meet with fewer dis- 
appointments than we have hitherto met with. 
I am your affectionate father. 

Rich. Steele. 

# 

* This and the ne&t Letter were probaUy written from Heie- 
ford. 

t See p. 630. 

487. TO 
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487. TO THE RIGHT HON. ROBERT 

WALPOLE. 

SIR, CARMARTHEN *, AUG. 10, 1724. 

It is reported here that Mr. Clavering, now 
treasurer of St. David's, is to be made Bishop of 
Landaff. 

In case that happens, I beg your fevour to Mr. 
David Scurlock, to be steward of St. David's. The 
Bishop of Salisbury and Dr. Clarke will both ^ive 
him their good character ; and you will oblige the 
Gentry of these parts, who know he is well allied 
here ; as well as you will do what you have always 
done to your creature, 
and most obliged, 

most obedient, humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. / 


ss 


488. STEELE'S PROPOSALS 

TO MR. barker: 

OCT. 18, 1724. 

OlR Richard Steele proposes to Mr. Barker : 
1 st. To pay down one hundred pounds. 
2d, To pay one hundred pounds more on the 30th 

of November, 1724. 

r 

* Sir Bichard Steele retiredi first to Hereford^ and sifterwards 
into WaleSj — not^ as Swift with more malignity than vit 

" in perils of a thousand jaib j** 

but 


/ 

£!»ISXOtAilX CORR£S?ONDJBNCX. €3 7 

3dly, To pay fifty pounds more on the d^th of 
February, 1 724-5 • 

4thly, To pay fifty every year after on the lOtb 
of December, till the whole debt is discharged *, 

In the mean time th6re is a security of 3600/. 
given for the payment of all the money that is or 
shall become due to the said Mr. Barker, for his 
house in St. James's-street, in case of Sir Richard's 
death before the debt is finally paid. 

but on the laudable principle of doing justice to bis creditors ; 
and £^t a time too when he had the fairest prospects of satisfying 
all their claims to the utmost farthing. — ^But this was not thes 
first reflection which Swift had cast on liis old associate. — In the 
Journal to Stella^ Dec. 14, 1710, he says, " Yes, Steele was a 
little wbUe in pnson, or at least in a spunging-house, some time 
before 1 came, but not since." — ^And again July, 1712, " Steele 
wais arrested the other day for making a Lottery, directly.against 
an Act of Rurliament. He is now under prosecution $ but thef 
think it will be dropped out of pity, v I believe he will rery soon 
Ipse his employment, for he has been mighty impertinent: a£ 
late in his Spectators \ and I will neyer offer a word in his be<^ 
half.'*— See before, p. 273. 

* On another slip of paper Sir Richard has thus stated the 
debts whkh then stood out against him : 

1724, Before Christmas, to Oliphant, — 

Jan. 23, Woolley, — . — ' — 

Feb. 20, Barker, — •— — 

Ditto, Nov. 20, 1725, with interest, 100^. 
Ditto, Nov. 20, 1726, with interest, iqoZ. 
Gardiner, on Lady-day, 1725, — — • 

•m N 

Yale, ditto, — ~ 

Scot, ditto — _ — 

Hawes (Trustees) ditto — — ^ 

. Ditto, on Lady-day, 1725, with interest I90/. 


£. 
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80 
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N. B. That this debt may be sooner discharged 
than is above proposed, by contingent advantages of 
Sir Richard's bringing a Play * on the Stage next 
Winter, &c* ^ 

On the other hand, Mr. Barker is willing to take 
up his lease of the said house at Michaelmas* 


489. TO MR. MORGAN f. 


S^TR, DE6. 7, 1724- 

X HAD the other day the honour of a message 
from' you by Mr. Prichard, with an account that 
you had the greatest respect and love for my daugh- 
ter, and a request of my permission to make your 
address to her. I told Mn Prichard, *^ that he 
who was to have her, must win her and wear her ; 
that she was a girl of good sense, and I should take 
that with her in whomsoever pretended to her;** 
but, upon speaking of the same subject that evening, 
and mentioning your civility for her, to her, she 
told me with a great deal of calmness and ease, that 

* Which he was then actually preparing } see p. 628. 

t From a paper in the hand-writing of Miss Steele^ after- 
wards Lady Trevor> intituled, '' An exact copy of a letter mf 
Father wrote to Mr. Edward Morgan, in alnswer to a message 
he sent him by Mr. Prtchard, December the 6th, 1724."^ 

. ^^she 
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^^ she was very young *, and very well contented to 
wait her time and choice under my care ;*' and beg- 
ged of me to let you know, that nothing could do 
her a greater offence than such an application. I 
told Mr. Prichard this the same evening ; but 1 can- 
not forbid it with more earnestness than I do now, 
and desire you would give my service to your father, 
to whom I am, as well as to you. Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 


490, * FROM MR. IVfORGAN. 

HON^OURED SIR,' DEC. 9, 1724- 

L CAME on purpose, on Friday evening, to wait 
on you, in order to return you thanks for all favours, 
but particularly for the honour you were pleased to 
do me in signifying your and pretty Mrs. Steele's 
thoughts, in relation to her unfortunate, though 
sincefe humble servant : but it seems my visit was 
unseasonable ; and, since that time, I have not 
been very well, so hope you will pardon me for not 
making my acknowledgements earlier. Mr. Pri- 
chard was very just in delivering me your messages ; 
but the last at once awed me into silence, otherwise 
I should not have been under the same roof with- 
out paying my respects to you ; but, when I found 
my company was rather an offence than otherw ise, 

* She was then not quite sixteen. 

I chose 
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I chose to withdraw. It is with the utmost concern 
that 1 observe the young lady is pleased to conceive 
a particular prejudice to me. However, notwith- 
standing all that, I must beg leave to assure you, 
that I shall always have the utmost veneration for 
worthy Sir Richard Steele, and his fair, but cruel, 
daughter, though with a disinterested view ; and J 
sincerely wish her all the happiness imaginable in 
her choice ; for since the lady, as I apprehend, is 
pleased to command my silence, I must acquiesce 
under the severe sentence, and shall endeavour to 
avoid giving either of you any offence ; but, on the 
contrary, if ever it lies in my way to be serviceable 
to you or yours, none shall be readier to obey your 
commands than, good Sir, 
Your most obliged, 

and most obedient hum];>le servant, 

Ed. Morgan. 
My humble service attends good Mrs. Steele *. 


491. FROM MESSRS. WILKS, BOOTH, 

AND CIBBER. 

SIR, LONDON, DEC. 12, 1724* 

vV E have long wished for your coming to town ; 
but, are now obliged to desire you to make all pos- 
sible speed to us. Our audiences decrease daily; 
and those low entertainments which you and we so 

* Sir Richard's Sister. 

heartily 
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heartily despise^ draw the numbers^ while we act 
only to the few who are blest with common sense. 
Though the Operas are allowed to be much worse 
than they were formerly, yet they draw much bet- 
ter audiences ; and some persons of distiaction, not 
to be named, have encouraged a set of French Co- 
medians to come over by suhscriptixm, who are to 
act next Wednesday at the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarfcet. Thus, while, there are three Play- 
houses exhibiting nonsense of different kinds against 
us, it is impossible we should subsist much longer« 
Both the Courts have forsslken us. All we can do 
is, to make the best of a losing game, and part from 
the whole upon the best terms we can. No person 
living, but ourselves, is sensible of the low state we 
are .reduced to ; therefore, ^we need not observe to 
you, how very needful it is to keep the secret *. 

* These argument of his Brother Patentees were not suf- 
ficient to draw Sir Richard Steele back into the world. On the 
contrary, he sold his share in the Playhouse, and entered into a 
litigation with tlie Patentees, which in 1726 was decided against 
Hm. — ^The particulars are thus stated by Mr. Gibber 5 '' In all 
the transactions of life, there cannot be a more painful circum- 
stance than a dispute in law with a man with whom we have 
long lived ii> an agreeable amity. But when Sir Richard," pro- 
ceeds he, " to get himself out of difficulties, was obliged to throw* 
his afiairs into the hands of Lawyers and Trustees, upon that 
consideration the Friend and the Gentlemaii had no more to do 
in the matter. Thus, whilst Sir Richard no longer acted from 
himself, it can be no wonder if a flaw was found in our conduct 
for the Law to make work with. About three years before the 
lawsuit commeilced, upon Sir Hichard's total absenting himself 
from all care and management of the Stage, which, by our arti* 
cles, he was equally and jointly with us obliged to attend, we 
let him know that we could not go on at Hiatrate; but.that^ 
if he expected to make the business of a sinecure^ we must be 

Tt paid 
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There are several persons of fortune, that, we 
have reason to believe, would be glad to purchase 
our intei^ts, and put it upon the foot of the Opera, 
by iixing the direction into an Academy, which is, 
we think, tlie only way to support and perpetuate 

paid for our extraordinary care of it : we therefore intended to 
charge for it a SiUaiy of \l. 13»..4d, every acting day, for our 
nianagement. To which in his composed manner he answered, 
*' that, to be siu'e, we knew what was fittest to be done better than 
* he did ; that he had always taken a delight in making us easy, 
and had no reason to doubt of our dcwng him justice." And he 
never once objected to, or complained of, this for near three 
years together. But, though no man alive can write better of 
oeconomy, yet perhaps no man is mere above the drudgery of 
practising it. He was' often in want of money ; and, while we 
were in friendship with him, we assisted his occasions 3 but this 
compliance had so unfortunate an effect, that it only heightened 
"his importunity of borrowing more 5 and the more we lent, the 
less he minded us, or shewed any concern for our welfei-e. 
Upon this we stopped our hands at once, and peremptorily re- 
fused to advance another shilling, tiU by the balance of our ac- 
counts it became due to him. This treatment, though we hope 
not in the least unjustifiable, we have reason to believe, so ruf- 
fled his temper, that he at once was as short v^dth us as we had 
been with him -, for, from that day, he never came near us 3 nay, 
he not only continued to neglect what he should have done, but 
did what he ought not to have done : he made an assignment of 
.his share without bur consent, in manifest breach of our agree- 
ment. Our part suifered this neglect, since his rank and figure 
in the world were of extraordinary service to us. The cause was 
heard before Sir Joseph Jekyl; and the issue was, that. Sir 
Richard not having made any objection to what we had charged 
for management for three years together, as our proceedings 
had been all transacted in open day, without any clandestine in- 
tention of fraud, we were allowed the sums in dispute above 
mentioned ; and Sir Richard not being advised to apply to the 
Lord Chancellor, both parties paid their own costs, and deter- 
^- min^ tl)]3 should be the last Law-suit between them.*' 

the^ 
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ike English Theatre. We have nothing more to 
add, but our hearty wishes for your health, and 
quick arrival among us, and in the mean time to 
beg your speedy answer. 
We are. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 

Robert Wilks, B. Booth, C. Gibber. 

P. S. Our profits were ever more than double to 
what they have been this year, and we are very far 
from any hopes of their growing better. Our pro- 
posal of parting with our interest^, will still leave 
room for any of us to be adventurers, upon this new 
scheme, in what proportion we please. 


492. FROM MR. MORGAN. 

honoured sir, dec. 19, 1724. 

Jl am so much at a loss for a sufficient apology for 
my importunity on this occasion, that I submit my- 
self entirely to your clemency, which, by all ac- 
counts, has hitherto been very extensive, but par- 
ticularly so i^i favour of the distressed ; which since 
it is my misfortune to be one of that body at pre- 
sent, I hope to meet with your indulgence, if not 
compassion. 

Self-pj«servation is what is natural to most ; and, 
with that view, I flatter myself, you will pardon 
me, if I once more beg a favourable thought from 

tt 2 you. 
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you, and, if possible, from the young lady your 
daughter ; for her most irresistible charms have, in 
my own defence, obliged me to be thus trouble- 
some. Give me leave then, dear Sir, to tell you, 
that I find it is impossible for me to avoid having 
the utmost love and respect for pretty Mrs. Steele, 
though, in pursuance to her severe decree, which I 
hope is not yet final, I have made it my study to 
act as agreeably thereto as possibly I could ; for, 
rather than give her the least uneasiness, I would 
torture myself first. I do not doubt buf my father s 
circumstances and mine have been rendered to yoa 
in a worse light than what, probably, upon a due 
enquiry, they may appear to be. I beg leave to 
assure you, that my designs are grounded upon a 
foot of honour ; and then, I hope, you will imagine 
those affairs must have come to light. Hovirever, 
it is an usual thing to meet with back-friends upon 
these occasions ; but probably I may find them out 
at long-run. 

Were it possible the lady could conquer all olv 
jections to my person, I believe I should be able to 
convince you that my fortune is not despicable ; yet 
I must own it is a trifle when in competition with 
so much personal merit, which to me outbalances 
fortune, any more than what may be absolutely ne- 
cessary to render the affairs of this world as happy 
as may be : but, were I master of ever so great a 
fortune, I should never think it so well bestowed as 
upon your daughter. I heartily ask pardon for 
trespassing so long upon your patience; so shall 
only beg that my most sincere humble service may 

be 
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be acceptable to the young lady; and that you 
would believe that I am, with the utmost respect. 
Sir, Your most obliged 

and obedient humble servant, 

Ed. Morgan. 


493. TO MR. MORGAN*. 

SIR, DBp. 20, 1724. 

1 HAVE the favour of yours of the 19 th instant, 
about the same matter to which I thought I had 
fully answered before. Speaking of ^^ back-friends" 
is unnecessary, for indeed nobody can have any 
power with me but what should be necessary for 
affairs of that kind concerning which I am talking : 
therefore nobody could possi|3ly lay any exceptions 
concerning yoli, or your family. But thfere was no 
dispute raised about that matter in the least ; the 
young woman did not enter into any enquiry con- 
cerning your xiircumstances, neither does she yet. 
Therefore I earnestly desire you will lay aside all 
thoughts of this kind : for the child is young and 
discreet ; and utterly declares against admitting your 
courtship, which I desire you would please to foi:- 
bear, and you will yeiy much 'oblige. Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 

* From a paper in the hand- writing of Lady Trevor, in<itu* 
led, " An exact copy of an ansAver my Father wrote to a letter of 
Mr. Morgan's, December the 20th, 1724." ' 

494. TO 
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494. TO MRS. MOLLY STEELE. 

DEAR MOLLY, HEREFORD, FEB. 6, 1724-5. 

iVlY Cousin Scurlock sends me word, you are 
mighty uneasy for coming hither. My dear child, 
you stayed at your own request, and I am heartily 
glad that you think of coming to me, where you 
shall enjoy all the happiness that you can. I am 
glad also to hear my Cousin thinks of coming with 
yon when the coach comes to Hereford in better 
time. She shalL have all the welcome this place 
will afford her ; which you- may tell her, from 
ypur affectionate father. Rich. Steelj?, 


495. FROM MR. PLAXTON *: 

HONOURED SIR, ^ULY 22, 1725, 

Behold the Speech in Hamlet, 
Pope^s Edition, page 400. 

TO be, or not to be * ? That is the question : 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind, to suffer 
The stings and arrows of outrageous fortune ; 

* This Letter, directed '^ To Sir Richard Steele, Member of 
Parliament, at Carmarthen^'* relates to his Comedy of '* The 
School of Action," which he was then preparing for the Stage 
(see pp 1 — 44)3 and to which the memoraiMiiua in p. 648. has 
also reference. 

Op 


EPISTOLARY CORRSSPONDBNCE. Q^f 

t 

Or to take arms against a sea * of troubles, 

And by opposing end them } — ^To die-«-tQ sleep-^ 

No more : and by a sleep to say jve encj 

The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shogk^ 

That flesh is heir to ; 'tis a consummation 

Devoutly to be wish'd, to die — to sleep — 

To sleep ?, perchance to dream ; ay, there 's the rub, 

For in that sleep of Death what dreams may cooa^i 

When we have shifted off this mortal coil, 

Must give us pause. There 's the respect 

That makes calamity of so long life : 

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time, . 

Th' oppressor's wrongs, the proud f man's contumely, 

The pang of despis'd Love, the Law 's delay, 

The insolence of Office, and the spurns 

That patient merit of th' unworthy takes ; 

When he himself might his quietus make 

With a bare bodkin ? Who would fardles bear. 

To groan and sweat under a weary life ? 

But that the dres^d of something after death 

(That undiscover'd country from whose bourne 

No traveller returns) puzzles the will. 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have, 

Than fly to others that we know not of. 

Thus conscience does make cowardf of us all, 

And thus the native hue of resolution 

Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought ; 

And enterprizes of great pith and moment, 

With this regard their currents turn J awry, 

And lose the name of acticm. Soft you now — 

* Perhaps siege, which continues the metaphor of s^inga, 
arrows^ taking arms, and represents being encompaflsed on aU 
sides with troubles. Pope, 

t Poor. Pope. X Away. Pqpb, 

Tte 
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The fair Ophelia ! Nymph, in thy orions 
Be all my sins remembered *. 

I have sent it with a remark of Mr. Pope's, and 
various readings marked with his name. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. Plaxton -f-. 


496. TO MRS. ELIZABETH STEELE t- 

MY DEAREST CHILD, MARCH 3, 1 72^-6. 

\ OU were indiscreet to send Sandy here yester- 
day night ; for he is a gentleqian I have some reason 
to know very well. 

* " Mr. Gwillim speaks this speech in the Welsh tone^ looking 

^ at the gentlemen suspiciously ; not speaking improperly^ but as 

he is a Wefehman.— All the time that GMoIlim speaks^ he is 

acte«L to his &ce^ but no appearance of ridicule^ for he is in 

danger of breaking out upon them.** Steele. 

t The following memoranda are in Steele's hand-writing : 

" Mem. That the character of Sir John Edgar be enlivened 
with a seicret vanity about Faoiily. And let Mrs. Coeland^ the 
Merchant's wife^ have the same sort of pride, rejoicing in her 
own high bioodi, despising her husband's pedigree^ and afiecting 
^ to marry her daughter to a relation of her own. To take off the 
stain of the low birth of her husband's side, it is objected^ that 
in the reign pf j^waord III. a relation of tiers was a packer, 
and Lord Mayor of London -, the only scandal to her family, 
which she os^ns, and cannot help. Make Mr^ Symberton such 
a sort of coxcomb as at first designed -, still more ridiculous and 
unsufierable from Ins talents and improvements." Steele. 

X There is no direction to this Letter -, but at the bottom of it 
is written Mr, Plaxton ; (see the preceding Letser) j and it is 
}n4Qrsed^ by Lady Trevor, '^ My Father's/* 

9m 
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Give my niost humble service to Mrs. Scurlock, 
and to Mrs, Bevans. There is no need of bidding 
you be civil to aUyou see kind to me. I am, dear 

Your dutiful and compassionate father, 

. Rich. Steele. 


497* FROM THE REV. WILLIAM ASPLIN *. 

MR, MARCH 2, 1727-8. 

In the brightest days of Britain, when Bickerstaff 
presided in the chair of Wit, and o'er this happy 
land showered manna down, which suited every 
taste, I had the honour (though unworthy and un- 
known) to be accepted as an humble Correspondent. 
And it gives me now a melancholy reflexion, when 
I am once more inclined to visit the world in print, 
that the only person who introduced me to it is him- 
self retired. — ^To be an intruder upon .solitude, I 
am conscious, is rudeness ; but, as the greatest souls 
have never been so much adored as when departed, 
suffer me. Sir, to approach your recess (which 
ought to be sacred) with the reverence due to the 
Genius of our Isles, and to make this small oblation 
of gratitude to the immortal manes of the Spec- 
tator. 

I ani, Sir, &c. W. Asplin. 

* Of St Alban Hall, Oxford, ijvhere he took the degree of 
M! A. in 1710. He was afterwards settled at or near Banbury y 
and published, in 1728. *' Alkihla, a disquisition upon worship- 
ing towards the East}*' Xq which- the Letter here printed was 
pr^ed. 

^ . . 438. TO 
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498. TO MRS. MARY STEELE. 

MY DEAR, DEAR MOLLY, . JULY 25, I72S. 

JL WRITE to you because Mr* Duke is going to 
Bristol. I desire you would give my service to Dn 
Lane ; and remember, dear Molly, 

Your ever loving and affectionate father. 

Rich. Steele. 

We are here in great joy because my mare has 
brought a foal, a male one^ after eleven months 
time *. 

* This is believed to be the last Letter Steele wrote. He was 
attacked some time befiore with a paralytic dbord^^ which 
greatly impaired his understanding j and in that melancholy 
state he was carried to Carmarthen. Mr. Victor says, '' I was 
told he retained his cheerful sweetness of temper to the last 3 
and would often be carried out in a summer's evening, where 
the country lads and lasses were assembled at theii* rural sports, 
— and, with his pencil, gave an order on his agent, the mercer, 
fcMT a new gown to the best dancer. In the year 1727> when I 
was a ' levee-hunter,* and making an interest with the first 
Minister, that good old man hearing of it, inclosed me an open 
letter to Sir Robert Walpole, that, I remember, began thus: 
' If the recommendation of the most obliged man can be of any 
service to the bearer' — Sir Robert received it with his usual po- 
liteness." — " Dramatic Heces, Poems, and Original Lettei^,'* 
1776, voL I. p. 330.— Steele died at Carmarthen, Sept. 1, 17^9 i 
and was interred, according to his own desire, in the town 
chancel, on the fourth of the same month. 

*' On Monday the first instant, at about ten at night, died 
at Carmarthen, in South Wales, Sir Richard Steele, knight, 
well known by his many eminent writings. He formerly served 
in parliament for the boroughs of Stockbridge, Boroughbridge^ 
and Wendover, and passed through several eminent stations^ 
ifiz, a Commissioner of the Forfeited Estates^ Master of the 

Theatre* 
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499' MR. MEYRICKE TO MISS STEELE*. 

MADAM^ PEMBROKESHIRE. 

X HAVE lately heard a very excellent character of 
the honesty of John Trelogan ; and, as I know how 
to esteem every recommendation of yours, I there- 
fore employ him in a case of the highest importance 
to myself, the carriage of a hundred weight of love^ 
right good as any in England, at your service. Do 
not let your generous temper be in pain to make 
any return ; I must ask none. Allow me leave to 
send you all I have, for I am abundantly supplied, 
and think it no trouble ; for, believe me, it is no 
trouble at all, Cousin. In mighty pain surely, I 
have convinced you. Madam, how conformable I 
can be to your command, since I have left your 
presence, where my only quiet and repose dwell. It 
is true, I might find more safety ; but I buy it at a 
most extravagant purchase. You will, perhaps, 
draw a charge of a very ready shew of disobedience 

Theatre-royal in Drury-lane, &c. He married the only child 
and heiress of John [Jonathan] Scurlock> of the town of Car- 
marthen^ esq. by whom he had issue two daughters^ who are 
unmarried." Weekly Medley, Sept. 13, 1729. 

^' We hear a stately monument will be put up in Westminster 
Abbey to the memory of Sir Richard Steele, at the expence of 
Sir Robert Walpole." British Journal, Sept. 20, 1729. 

. * Of this and the ten following letters, nine are undated, and 
it is not easy to place them in their exact order of time. From 
three of them the name of the writer is cut off. The hand- 
writing, however, shews that this and five others are from Mr. ^ 
Itfeyricke. l^etter 503^ is in a different hand. 

even 
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even in my declaration of it^ because you have com- 
manded me not to love : but, not to love, is not to 
live ; and not to love you, would be death in the 
worst form it can appear in. Do not, my feiir un- 
believer, urge my crime in this, since I would die 
to be obedient to you in any thing ; for it is the just 
resolve and constitUtion~T)f my mind. If my passion 
can be recommended by its purity, by its religious 
and heavenly fondness, it has that, and yet much 
more, to say for itself, if you would hear it. When 
you meet with any body that can love you better, 
that will more readily subject his little life and for- 
tune to your pleasure and inclination, I must then 
only learn to be content from your happiness, and I 
must for ever own myself* in the most religious 
rights, and greatest tenderness of my soul, 
Dear Mrs. Steele^ 

Your most passionately fond admirer, 
and evermore devoted, 

Essex M^'' Meyricke *• 


5S 


500. MR. MEYRICKE TO MISS STEELE. 

BUSH, THURSDAY, JAN, 6, 1730. 
MADAM, 

V^OULD I apprehend any danger when I conform 
to your commands, I might have been extremely 
sensible of it last Monday night, when I met about 

* The siame is cut away. 

a thou- 
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a thousand coal-pits^ wkb-open mouths ready to de^ 
vour me, just covered over with snow, and, under 
that disguise of their complection, might have en- 
snared a man much more in his senses than myself. 
In all these threatening dangers, my charming 
Stella diverted my thoughts ; and every the greatest 
fright and fear was removed from before my eyes by 
the pleasing idea I had of that lovely creature. Thus, 
Madam, am I thankful for the noble inspiration 
you give my soul of courage and constancy, which 
will enable me to brave the fury of every storm I 
,can possibly meet with in life. It may, indeed, be 
very inconsistent with a modern fine gentleman, or 
a lover, before his mistress, to offer any thanksgiv- 
ing to the Divine Providence for his protection ; but 
sure it cannot offend the good, the pious Miss 
Steele. No ; it is to that Infinite, All-wise Being, 
who trieth the very heart, that I pray to shew me 
mercy ; to Him let me be instant in prayer, who 
sees all things intuitively: and may his influence 
direct and govern you when it is possible for your 
own human prudence to fail you ! — I am, my lovely 
creature, every way engaged to you ; and surely it 
concerns you not a little, in the excellency of your 
mind as a good Christian, to support me a little 
better under riiy present inquietude, and great sus- 
pence of happiness. Oh ! would you but take one 
view of my soul, and see the rejoicings it has at the 
pleasure you could give it ! Do, my charmer, lay 
one obligation upon me, which every part of my 
life would be industriously employed to return* I 
wish you would see with what a disinterested passion 
^ am yours. But why should I be thus importunate 

to 


/ 
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to a generous mind^ .which has the gift of charity ? 
I pray the Almighty to govern and direct you in 
the right use of it ; and believe me. 
Dear Miss Steele, 

to be for ever yours, 

Essex M^^ Meyricke. 
If you cannot send me something to Uve upon 
here, I must see Carmarthen soon ; shall I? 


501. MR. MEYRICKE TO MISS STEELE*. 

MADAM^ [undated^. 

-It seems it is in love, as it is in the worship of 
tlite Gods : we are still to supplicate, still to pray, 
though the Deity we adore gives us no positive as- 
surance of mercy, by a gracious appearance or pro- 
mise to us. We are bid, indeed, in one case, to 
^J hear Moses and the Prophets ;*' but such are my 
unhappy circumstances, that I * have no certain 
known rules to go by ; however, I shall keep close 
to the letter of the law, and " love without ceasing.** 
Under this uncertain state and perplexity I may, 
with more justice than the child-bed lady, ask, 
*^ What have I done, ye Gods, to deserve thus J"^ 
Be still, O my soul ! and please thyself with those 
imaginations, that thy great distractions will, some 
time or other, have a happy end. The Spectator 

* The name is cut from tl^s Letter ; but it is Mr. M^n^ckc^s 
band-writiiig. 

has 
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has observed^ that " to be enamoured with a lad}'^ 
of sense and virtue, is an improvement of the un- 
derstanding and morals." I own I have an exceed^ 
ing good opinion of my Governess ; only I think 
her discipHne a Httle too rigid and severe at present 
for my tender nature ; but I hope there will be no- 
thing wanting in her indulgent care, as I am sure 
there shall not in my honest endeavours * . . . 

I wish you would suffer it to be argued ^^ by myself or 
counsel -j-." I w ill make my regard known for your 
person by every thing that can be done. I esteem 
you too precious to be bought or sold ; or I would 
offer all I have with a frank and honest heart, which 
you shall be acquainted with as soon as you please. 
My rivals may probably be better able to purchase 
the pleasant fields of Langunnor ;};, which have so 
many beauties and delights, that I would wish you, 
as a friend, never to part with them: but I fain 
would be the purchaser of your person ; and I freely 
bid my life and fortune, which I shall never have 
occasion to murmur or repine at, till you declare 
them below your notice. Teach me, oh ! instruct 
me, dear Miss Steele, how 16 value both, and let 
me live in love and truth eternally youns. 

Your horse has promised me the honour of a visit 
to-morrow. 

* Here a few words are purposely cut out. 
f The privilege requested by Petitioners to Parliament. 
X A view of the house of Langunnor may be seen in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, for 1797, vol. LXVII. p. 457. 
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502. MR. MEYRICKE TO MISS STEELE. 

BUSH^ SUNDAY MORN, 8 0*CLOCK ** 
MADAM, 

According to the best calculation I can make,N 
it is now a hundred and sixteen hours, thirteen mi- 
nutes, and three seconds, &c. since I left Carmar- 
then ; a very tedious and melancholy time, under 
which I have been chiefly supported by the parson 
of the parish, who is indeed a good sensible brown 
. man, only a little unhappy in his too great relish 
for the -very thirsty weed of tobacco, and the liquid 
manufacture of our country, ale. The near ap- 
proach of the very solemn season just at hand, led 
us into conversation suitable to the occasion ; and, 
in the progress of our discourse, he so well insinu- 
ated himself into a familiarity with me, that he 
gained the inmost recesses of my soul; where he 
found such gloomy sorrow and sadness as drew his 
compassion, and, I hope, may in time deserve 
yours, or I must have recourse to him, or some 
more able and discreet minister, for ghostly counsel, 
&'c. The poor man, in the honesty of his heart, 
for the good of Religion, and to the best of his ca- 
pacity, directed the most religious use of my aflfec- 
tions, and urged very strong and sacred reasons 
against ^^ setting my heart too much upon the ' 
things of this world.'* But such is the depravity of 
nature, dear Doctor, I cannot help it. Heaven for- 

* There is no other date to this Letter, which is directed to be 
" left ^^ at Mrs. ScurlockV 

give 
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give me, if it can be my oflfence to love Miss Steele 
too much, and punish me for that crime towards 
any other ladyl Being at present in a good disposi- 
tion of mind to prepare myself for the next world, 
I intend, by the assistance of God, this day to an- 
swer the most positive command of Heaven ; and I 
am persuaded, in the purity of my conscience, diat 
I can give no offence in this very solemn assurance 
under my hand, that I love you above the world, 
abstracted from any views of fortune, but merely on 
account of your agreeable person, pretty sense, 
most excellent temper, and very sweet endowments 
of good-nature in its primitive sense. But, if your 
resolutions are unalterable, your inclinations differ- 
ent from any thing in me, and you can neither be 
thus charitable or generous as to reward so well- 
grounded a passion, I can then greatly lament my 
endless misfortune, and resolve never more to give 
trouble, or offence, where I love so well. But, if 
you are not very determined to the contrary, I will 
chearfully serve in great constancy your own time, 
though naturally as impatient a lover as you have 
met with. Do not absolutely despise the honesty 
and simplicity of this heart ; if you resolve against 
it, ui^e its crime in loving too much, and declare 
your dislike of too fond a husband. You may most 
certainly oblige me so far, as to make me conform 
to every thing you please ; for I know not how it 
happens, but so it is, I had much rather be your 
slave, than claim a superiorityv over any lady I ever 
saw. Your generous temper may, perhaps, despise 
so servile a declaration ; but think it is to you only 
I can so far resign myself. Perhaps you m?y like 

vv' ■ , better 
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better to be treated with the power and authority of 
a very husband. Indeed you may trust yourself 
with any person, for you have such winning en- 
gagements as can soothe and soften the most contra- 
dictory temper; therefore you need not wish a 
greater variety of choice. Lose as Uttie time as pos- 
sible, for your joys will be confirmed at a time 
when other people are to be wished into them by 
their friends. You have admirers enough, Madam, 
to pay you compliments ; but if truths as divine 
and sacred as ' any I have fotmd in good books, 
which I have been conversant with these three days, 
can recommend what I say, you are beyond expres- 
sion dear to me ; ^d every thing you do, and say, 
gives me admiration and pleasure, but when you 
speak my death. I have been so very happy as to 
be supported by the most engaging friendship that 
^ I have yet met with in life, without which I had 
sunk in very bitter anguish of thought long before 
this day. 

May you be blessed with all that Heaven can send 
you ; and believe me to be, from my inmost soul. 

Dear Miss Steele, 

Yours/ as much as possible, man can be, 

Essex M^^ Meyricke. 

My nerves. Madam, are exceeding good ; for my 
shaking hand is only a natural consequence of my 
aching hoart at this juncture. 


503. 
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503. [MR. HARCOURT] to miss STEELE*. 

,^ kJUT of sight out of mind/' is a proverb which, 
on many occasions^ might be founded in truth. 
Miss Steele, perhaps, at present may best know 
wherein it has been verified. Give me leave to as- 
sure you, it is not so with me in respect to one who 
ifi the very grace and ornament of her sex. 

Permit me, Madam, to send you this now only 
as the tribute of my wishes, where my poor services 
in time past were, or wduld be now, less regarded. 
However, had you thought me worthy of that heart, 
which you keep reserved for some other, happily 
you would have found me not the least faithful, 
nor the least sensible of the obligation. But beauty, 
goodness, and good-sense, such as you are the 
happy mistress of, will always claim the best wishes 
and good-will of the most uncivilized and barbarous. 
But since praise from some, even to the most praise- 
worthy, will be found unacceptable; myself too" 

* '^ In Carmarthen, South W^ales. Turn at Gloucester." 
The name is cut away from this Letter, which is in a differ- 
ent hand-writing from the four which precede, and the two 
that follow. It is also undated 3 but was probably written about 
March 1730, a little before the death of Mrs. Mary Steele, 
which happened at Bristol, of a lingering consimiption, April 
18. — I am inclined to believe it to be from Mr. Harcourt.— ;:In 
a news-paper of the time is the following article ; *' April 28, 
1730, a marriage is concluded between Mr. Harcomt, a Car- 
marthenshire gentleman, and the eldest daughter of Sir Richard 
Steele." I need not add, this was equally felse with the report 
of her being married to Mr. Philips. S«e Letters 597, and i09. 

u u 2 conscious 
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conscious of the application^ I shall decline the un- 
welcome task. 

It would be too romantic to tell you into what an 

abyss of melancholy * 

fell into on parting 

from you (Heavens forbid the omen!) I hope no 
pres^e of any ill accident. Why could not I, the 
most faithful; though meanest^ of your servants, be 
permitted to see you to your journey's end? I 
could have returned with pleasure had I but seer^ 
you safe ; but you thought otherwise, and it be- 
comes me to be silent 

# 

• # • • • • • • ^ # • • • p^p 

I hope her lafe indisposition has left her ; if not, I 
hope no time will be lost towards a speedy applica- 
tion for the recovery of her health. Her returning 
to the Hot-well, as she talked of, would be the best 
resolution she could take. I find a very sensible 
benefit already by these waters. I would with plea- 
sure meet her half way, could 1 but know the time 
of her coming ; but the fear of disobliging a lady of 
my acquaintance prevents me in the pleasure of 
waiting upon her at Carmarthen. 
Fairest, adieu! 

ft 

* Several M'ords are here cut away^ 
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504. FROM MISS STEELE 
TO [MR. TREVOR ♦.] 

SIR, [1730.] 

Y time and my thoughts are so employed about 
my poor sister (who grows worse every day), that I 
could not sooner acknowledge the favour of your 
obliging letters. I have a true sense of what I owe 
you for the trouble you take in our affairs. I am 
glad you have brought the Players ^ to such good 
terms ; and I sincerely wish it may ever be as much 
in my power, as I am sure it wilj always be in my 
inclination, to shew my gratitude to you for the 
many favours and civilities you hav^ conferred on 
my sister and self. 

Your kind enquiry relating to Dan-y-park estate, 
is another instance of your friendship to me ; but 

* This is a copy, in Lady Trevor's hand-writing, of a letter 
to some friend in London. And to whom so probable as to Mr, 
(afterwards Lord) Trevor, then eminent in the profession of 
the law, and whom she next year married ? Letter 507 is 
known to be in his hand-writing. Neither of them is dated. 
But on the blank leaf of the Lady's she lias written what wilt 
fix it within a day or two : 

*' March the 25th. Sister's washing 2 9 

JVIy own % 5^ 

•— ' — — — 
5 ^" 
f Sir Richard Steele's remaining interest in Dnuy-lane Thea- 
tre became, after his death, the joint property of his two daugh- 
ters, and, on the death of the younger of thetn, devolved to 
£Hzal>eth the elder, who sold it for no inconsiderable smn [it 
was 1200Z. See Biog. Brit. p. 3830.] But, as if a fatality at- 
tended the business, the attorney who received the money for 
}ier ran away with the whole, and sh^ nev^r received a penny. 

you 


662 SIR RICHARD STEELE's 

you will allow me the liberty to say, that I think 
the satisfaction given you so deficient, and so 
little to the purpose, that, ifrom this moment, I take, 
a resolution to put an absolute stop to that affair. 
Mr. George Harcourt's pretending to send to his 
uncle for the particulars of an estate to be settled 
upon him, which I was always made to believe was 
actually to be his by ah old entail, and consequently 
out of his uncle's power to give from him, is so in- 
consistent with the account which my, or rather 
his, friends gave me of it, that I can no way ac-. 
count for it. There have been so many impositions 
in regard to Mr. Lewis Harcourt's estate detected, 
that L never repented any thing more, than that I 
was persuaded to enter at first into any treaty with 
Mr. George Harcourt. The first representations to 

^ me were, that all Mr. Lewis Harcourt's estate was 
entailed upon his nephew. In some time after I 
was informed there was a naortgage of twelve hun- 
dred pounds upon his estate, which was a plain dis- 
covery that part of his estate was in his own power ; 
and I believe you are convinced that two hundred 
pounds a year of his estate is settled on his daugh- 
ters. Now these are impositions of so gross and 
shoTcking a nature, that they are hardly to be paral- 
leled. \yhQn Mr. Harcourt was introduced to me 
by Mrs. Bevan, Mrs. Lloyd of Danyralt, and Mr. 
Sandy (all three my nearest relations), they told me 
he had ah estate of eight hundred pounds a-year ; 
that he had a place of seven hundred pounds a-year, 
which, with a chance of money from his aunt, was 

-^such a fortune as I could not disapprove. The un- 
coinmon merit of the gentleman was their daily 

theme : 
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theme : their perpetual and importunate soHcitations 
were the first motives that induced me to think of 
5t. Convinced by their reasoning that I might pro- 
bably be happy in a change of my condition so 
much to my advantage, I submitted, and preferred — 
their judgment to my own inclination ; and things 
went on accordingly, when, to my great surprize, 
I found them very much mistaken in regard to his 
fortune. These things of themselves are very good 
and sufficient reasons for breaking off with Mr. ^ 
Harcourt : but the melancholy circumstance I have 
to add is, that, notwithstanding my endeavours, I 
find it is not in my power to have an aflfection for 
the gentleman, which a woman ought to have for 
the person she makes choice of for the companion 
of her life. I did all I could to make him sensible 
of this when last in the country. I have an aversion 
to the thoughts of it, which I can never overcome. 
It does not proceed from any want of merit in him. 
I think him very deserving ; but we oannht com- 
mand our affections ; and I flatter myself that you, 
who are my friend, cannot find fault with me ; for, 
if the regard is not mutual in marriage, the conse- 
quence must be miserable. I heartily wish cousin 
Harcourt all the happiness the state can afford in a 
better choice. I am apprehensive that my friends 
at Carmarthen, especially Mrs. Bevan and Mr. 
Sandy, will be irreconcileable on this occasion. 

It is very much my inclination to live with my re- 
lations, for nobody can have a greater tenderness for 
them than I have, and I propose great satisfaction ' 
in continuing with them ; but, if they will not re- 
ceive? nie, I ipiust be contend : I hope I am not so 

destitute 
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destitute of friends as to despair of a reception else- 
where. 


505. MR. MEYBICKE TO MJSS STEELE. 

TUESDAY MORN. 

X HOPE dear Miss Steele has enjoyed as |^ood rest 
as I have wished her, for I have been awake the 
whole night in very thought for her repose and hap- 
piness. Yesterday's sun was the most tedious that 
ever shone ; and I can scarce live another under the 
affliction you bear *, unless you moderate it by the 
refined sense and reason you are mistress of ; which, 
by abundance of good-nature, I fear you make more 
useful to your friends than yourself : yet, for pity's 
^ake, let not Mrs. Bevan, whom I must ever value, 
want, any comfort from your persuasive, healing 
tongue. Pardon me, I would mention nothing but 
what I hope may concur with your sentiments. 

Dp not, my charmer, by any means destroy your 
health, which is far more valuable to me than my 
}ife. My heart aches for you, and longs to tell you 
its suflferings. I want veiy much to see ypu, and 
would, if possible, more than share your grief. I 
could drink the tears which shower down so fast, 
the bitter affliction of my soul ; but let me foi^t 

* This letter from Mr. Meyricke is undated 5 but probably 
yras written in May 1730^ a short time after the death of Mrs. 
Mary Steele. 

tha^ 
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that there ever was af&iction^ pain, or sorrow, born 
into the worjbd, and be for ever yours, 

Essex M^ Meyricke. 

■< 


jo«. MISS STEELE TO [MR. MEYRICKE.]* 

I 

SIR, 

X AM surprized to find you persist in giving your- 
self and me a trouble which I have so often told 
you would be to no effect. As you are a gentleman 
of great merit, I wish you may be blessed with the 
best and most agreeable of the sex; but, for my 
own part, I am unalterably determined never to 
think of marrying you. Therefore I hope justice to 
yourself will prevail, when I make it my request, 
that you will from this moment desist from giving 
yourself, your friends, or me, any farther trouble 
on this occasion. 
I am. Sir, &c. 


* It does not appear to whom this undated letter was ad- 
Areseed} but probably to ]Mr. Meyricke. 


5P7' 
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507. MR. TREVOR TO MISS STEELE *. 

IDEAR MISS STEELE, ' 

JL HE general confirmation I meet with from all 
hands, that you have lately dismissed a gentleman 
esteemed the nearest your regard, persuades me to 
declare a passion which can rest no longer unre- 
vealed, or, more properly, unrepeated. But the 
good sense and discernment that distinguishes you 
from the multitude of your sex, will excuse a repre- 
sentation of .the tragical tales of love : though this 
case is generally required to be as methodically 
stated to a fair lady, as a case of dangerous ill-health 
is to a physician. Without farther preamble. 
Madam, my design is to assure you, that you are 
the lady that, frdm all the laws of Love, I have pic- 
tured in my imagination most s^eeable : and every 
thing that is to be said upon this head is, " I love 
YOU." But though you will object, that I tell almost 
every lady the same story ; I grant I do, those I 
like : some have been so good as to believe me, and 
soften the care and concern that the most unchris- 
t-ian and unbelieving part of the sex hath created. 
But to none have I confessed the attraction of my 
soul so far, that I would, what shall Isay ? marry 
them. No ; never was I so daring, so bold in 
thought, till the year 17 29-3 0, and the 24th year 

* This letter, which is undated, except that the year 1729-30 
occurs in the middle of it, is in the hand-writing of the Hon. 
John (afterwards Lord) Trevor. He married Miss Steele, May 
31, 173^. See Letters 503 and 609. 

of 
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of my age, when I was so fortunate, or unfortunate, 
as you decree, to behold the resistless charms of the 
most engaging. But of this enough. I wish I 
could guess at what was the most prevailing passion 
in your breast. Give me leave then to consider you 
as a woman with a share and proportion of pride, 
but so much as is barely ornamental. Here vanity 
will naturally take place, and incline you to the 
love of wealth, honour, &c. You will then ima* 
gine that this comes from a blue, green, or red rib- 
band, which is from neither. But every thing that 
is good and great, every joy and bliss, will be com- 
plete in hini, when you are in his arms. If settle- 
ments are to take place, what I can offer will, I 
hope, be not unequal to * your fortune, though in- 
ferior to your deserts. I wish Heaven had made 
me master of every thing you desire, that every in- 
clination of yours might be satisfied. If ypu are 
disposed to think seriously on this point, there must 
be a provision for the younger children, which Pro- 
, vidence will not fail, under honest industry, to bless 
us with. This is the first proposal I have ever 
made, and^ I may be unacquainted with the form ; 
in which if I have erred, I hope you can have good- 
ness enough in your heart to ^forgive your lover. 
But I must here take the additional name of friend, 
apd earnestly exhort you, as it concerns the duty of 
your religion, yourself, and all that is dear and near 
io you, never to marry a man that you cannot unite 
with even in soul. Here is the harmony, the bliss 
of a married state ; which I most sincerely wish you 
Jhappy in, though it ends in my own ruin. But 
this you are not to hope for, if you would violate a 

. true 
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true passion with the consideration of riches, titles, 
or such glittering toys. The decrees of Heaven are 
against you, and cry aloud, Revenge! What re- 
mains for me is, to assure you, that, without vanity, 
I love myself exceeding well, and can heartily love 
you if you will do so too. Begin then to dispose 
yourself that way ; consult Heaven, and ask whe- 
ther your gratitude is not concerned. Arguments 
may be more prevailing from your generous temper, 
if you will use them, than any I can offer ; and I 
believe you generous in every thing but towards 
me. No news sticks to me, but of the sufferings of 
mankind. There is an unhappy gentleman, whom 
I dare not describe lest you should discover him, 
who is seemingly very restless in mind and temper, 
seeks amusement and diversion every evening in the 
several theatres of the Hay-market and Drury-lane, 
&c. But the most harmonious elegance of the first 
seems an ungrateful discord ; and even the wit and 
humour, with which your Father has so happily fur- 
nished the latter, cannot , divert his thoughts in the 
aj>sence of his Daughter. 

Who can be barbarous enough to laugh at misfor- 
tunes when they themselves have occasioned them ? 
My passion is too singular to need a name, or to be 
imputed to any other than 

The slighted and unhappy Polydore *. 

* Mr. Trevor was at this time one of his Majesty's Justices of 
the Grand Sessions for the counties of Caimarthen, Pembroke, 
and Cardigan j and was appointed one of the King^s Coimsel, 
May 15, I7SO. By his interest Mr. Alexander Scurlock, an at- 
torney, was made prothonotary of the abovementioned coun- 
ties in January 1729-30. 

$08, 
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508. MR. MEYRICKE TO MRS. LLOYD. 

PONTVANE, NOV. 25, 1730. 
DEAR COUSIN LLOYD, 

^INCE I have been driven out of Paradise, I have 
long wandered up and down forlorn and desolate : 
at length have reached Pontvane, where my spirits 
are animated with a large glass of generous wine to 
your more generous health, and I am just supported 
by the delightful cordial of a healing and honest 
friendship. Hnving great confidence in John Tre- 
logan, I have taken leave to send you six dozen of 
wine, carriage paid : it is the blushings of Milford, 
and^ I hope, very good ; but excuse me if I recom- 
mend it to be kept warm in straw, for it must not 
be chilled, or it will lose its true flavour and spirit. 
It savours so much of my own temper, that I would 
have it encouraged by a due proportion of warmth ; 
and, in similitude, I am bold to say, it will prove 
very good upon trial. In the great inquietude of 
my soul, give me leave to return to the only subject 
I can think of. Recommend me to the sprightly 
boy William, who, I cannot forget, promised me 
his guardian care as a Cupid over the heart which 
he only can warm. Thou httle God, dispose her as 
a reward to thy truest servant ! Were the degrees 
of my affection less engaged, I should be less trou- 
blesome ; but do, dear Madam, indulge me in com- 
mon with my friends to complain, and favour me 
with your wishes ; Heaven will reward you for it. 
Oh^ I could dwell upon this subject eternally ; but 

the 
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the different passions of love and despair torture me 
to madness ! We are told that afflictions are some- 
times sent from Heaven to direct us in our way 
thither; I wish I could bear them more calmly. 
Sighs and languishments are my allotment ; but, I 
thank Heaven, I have religion enough to adore the 
hand from whence they are sent. Methinks I am 
interrupted by your sudden appearance in the room, 
where an easy, good-natured, affable sweetness, 
stands gracefully recommended. Allow me. Ma- 
dam, most thankfully to own the civilities of your 
house, which I most heartily wish I could be so 
happy as to return, at l.ondon, Holland-house, or 
any other air that she could like. Sure, I could live 
for ever any where with her, but no where without 
her ; but, living or dying, I shall be always, in the 
deepest sense of obligation. 

Dear Madam, 

Your most truly obliged, 

affectionate cousin, 
and most obedient humble servant, 

Essex M^^ Meyricke. 

Every happiness attend your little family. My 
service waits on dear, dear Mrs. Bevan. If there 
was another pen to be had, I would endeavour to 
send you a fairer impression of my mind, always 
bad, but never, never worse than this, which you 
have goodness enough to excuse. You may, in 
fome measure, read the disorder of my mind in the 
hurry of my hand. 


509. 
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509. TO E. S. * ■ 

[1731.] 

RTLESS believe my vows, my dear ; 
Believe the heart you've won, sincere ; 
My dearest Hfe, more generous prove ; 
Be kind, and crown my constant love : 
Liet Emma's story be reviv'd in thee. 
And what she was to Henry, be to me ; 
Then Henry's constancy shall yield to mine. 
And Emma's fame shall be eclips'd by thine. 

From J P ^. 

^ * Elizabeth Steele. 

f '' James Philips, of Penty-park, esq. in the county of Pem- 
i)roke, to whom Mrs. E. Steele, daughter to the late Sir R. 
Steele, for whom a duel was lately fouglit at the Bath," is said 
to have been married at that place. May 26, 1731, " Gent. 
Mag." vol. I. p. 222 ; and in the '' PoHtical State" for that year. 
In the latter of these works she is said to haVe had *' a fortune 
of 10,000Z." That this inteUigence was of the same complection 
with that mentioned in p. 659, of her marrying Mr. Harcourt, 
will appear by the following article : '^ Tuesday morning, John 
Trevor, esq. yoimgest son of the late Lord Trevor, was mar- 
ried to Miss Steele, daughter of the late Sir Richard Steele, knt. 
a young lady of fine accomphshments, and very considerable 
fortune." The Universal Spectator, June 3, 1732. — ^The degree 
of consanguinity between Mr. Trevor and the Marlborough 
family will appear by the following extract from the same paper : 
'' On Tuesday the Right Hon. the Earl of Sunderland was mar- 
ried to Miss Trevor, the only daughter of the Right Hon. the 
Lord Trevor, an agreeable young lady of 20,000Z. fortune. Hie 
ceremony was performed at the Lord Trevor's seat at East Bar- 
net." Ibid. May 27, 1732.— The duel was between Mr. Philips 
and Mr. Harcourt 5 but I find no particulars of it in print. — 
" Twofools^" Lady Trevor has been often heard to say, '^ fought 
a battle for me at Lansdown; for which reason I would marry 

neither 
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510. TO MRS. TREVOR. 

' DEAR MRS. TREVOR, MAY 10, 1733* 

X HAVE ordered a bill to be Rent you down for 
forty pounds, drawn upon the same persons as the 
last, payable at six days' sight; if you want it 
sooner, it will be paid you. The best way will be to 
hire from Bath. A coach and four will be sufficient 
as the roads are now, and the journeys every day 
short. I hope dear continues mending. 

Let me know if you set out for Blenheim. 
Yours affectionately, J. Trevor. 

I beg my respects to Mrs. Rachell^ Mrs. Corbett, 
and Mrs. Aynston *. 

neither of them." By the way, a mistake may here be corrected 
In CoUius*s Peerage, where Mr. Trevor's mai*riage is said to 
have been " May 31, 1731 ;" instead of 'f May 30, 1732." 

* Soon after Steele's marriage with Miss Scm'lock, he desired, 
if she was not engaged, she would accompany him on a visit he 
intended making in the afternoon. The carnage was ordered ; 
and, without acquainting his wife to whom the visit was de- 
signed, they drove to a boarding-school in the environs of Lon- 
don, where they alighted 3 and presently a yomig lady made her 
appearance, to whom Steele shewed the greatest fondness, inso- 
much that his wife asked him, " if the child was his ?" On his 
acknowledging that she was -, *' Then," said the Lady, " I beg 
she may be mine too." She was accordingly taken home, and 
treated as their own 5 but, by the order of the mistress of the 
%mi1y, she was called Miss Ousley. In process of time she be- 
came the companion of their eldest daughter. Miss Elizabeth 
Steele ; who, piqued at the attention paid by her &ther and mo- 
ther to Miss Ousley, could not help shewing it now and then in 
her behaviour to her companion ; which w^s the reason she af- 
terward gave fop marrying Mr. Aynston^ a worthy, rei^ectable 

man. 
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511. MRS. AYNSTON TO MISS TONSON*^ 

WHO HAD BEEN ABSENT FROM HOME. 


W ELCOME, dear Nymph, thrice welcome to 

your home, - - . . 

Your tender brothers joy to see you come ; : 

They joy to see your charms by health renew'd ; 
Which sprightly charms, no doubt, have hearts 

subdued : 
But, if you've brought them back your own d^ar 

heart, 
Unhurt, and unsubdued by Cupid's dart. 
Let them sigh on, nor once regard their moan. 
Till one produces merit like your own. 

man^ who lived on a little patrimony at A^dy near Hereford^ 
and was concerned in a glove-manufactory there. Though this 
marriage was with the approbation of Sir Richard^ Mr. Aynstoa 
was not by any means a man whose education and situation in 
life was likely to be the choice of a young woman bred up as 
Miss Ousley had been 3 yet, in point of circumstances^ much 
more so thaa if she had become the wife of Savage. Whether 
the reason assigned for marrying Mr. Aynston were real or ima- 
ginary, may be doubted ; for Miss Steele never spoke of it with- 
out seeming to ridicule it^ nor mentioned her husband without 
evident mark of dislike. To her sister she continued every pos- 
sible token of friendship and tenderness after Sir Richard's death ^ 
and Mrs. Aynston constantly spent a few months with her every 
year. Dining one of these visits to her in Londotk sV unfor^* 
tunately died almost suddenly. But her Mend's regard' ended 
not here; Mrs. Aynston left an only daughter^ whom lA<fy 
Treyor had taken under her protection some time beft>te the 
mother*s death, and who continued the insepamble companiooL 
and intimate Mend of her benefectvess to th<e last moment of 
her Ladyship's life. See the Prcfece, to this Volume^ p. ix. 
-* Afterwards the lady of Sh* William Baker. 

XX But 


6*74 SIR RICHARD STEELE]^ 

N 

But that indeed '» a sentence too severe ; 
For where can matchless merit find a peer ? 
Let him at least complain, till you can find 
Good-sense, good-nature, and good-manners join'd. 
When such a youth you meet^ propitious be : . 
May such, and only such, be blest with thee ! 
Adieu, dear Nymph! May Heaven thy choice 

direct ! 
Believe my wishes flow from true respect. 


512. LINES BY MRS. AYNSTON *, 

ON RECEIVING AN INVITATION FROM A YOUNG LADY, 
TO VISIT HER IN THE COUNTRY. 

JCiNJOY, dear Nymph, thy sweet retreat. 

Nor think of one forlorn. 
Whose pleasure yet was ne'er compleat ; 

She 's not for pleasure born. 

But, since you condescend to say 

'TwiW add to your delight, 
1 11 wish the tedious hours away. 

And long for Wednesday night ; 

* It does not appear either to or by whom the followiD^^ 
short billet was written ; but it*i»haracterizes Mrs. Aynston and 
ijome of her friends : '* Sir, we returned your riddle by Mr. 
Symnxons last night. We have all guessed at it. The witty 
Mrs. Aynston says it is 2^, fighting-cock ; the ingenious Mrs. Bevans 
calls it a cock-fight ; the learned Mrs. Harris pronounces it a bee ; 
but i^ who have more sense ..than either of thein, am very posi- 
.tiTe that it i» the gentletnan-usber of the black rod. They exult 
mightily in their great skiU -, but I do not doubt but that you 
are of the same mind with your Infal.** 

: . . When 
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When to that sweet retreat I '11 fly 

Gladly to meet my dear, 
Her friendship undisturbed enjoy, 
" And tell her all my care. 

For she is home, and Kitty *,toOj 

Till Amely \ I find ; 
Therefore, my dearest girl; adieu. 

And bear me still in mind. 


513. Mr. Newcomb, in a Satire published m 
171?, under the, title of ^^ Bibliotheca; a Poem, oc- 
casioned by the sight of a Modern Library,'' after 
describing the progress of Oblivion in a manner to 
which the Goddess of the Dunciad bears a more 
thsn accidental resemblance, thus animatedly adds, 

" Still to proceed the Goddess try'd. 
Till Steele's immortal Works espy'd ; 
Trembling her dreaded Foe to view. 
She sunk, and silently withdrew. 
While Sarum's \ labours, round her spread. 
Sustain and prop her drowsy head. 

Hail, mighty Name! of. all thy pen 
Has dropt, to charjji both gods and men. 
Time nor Oblivion ne'er shall boast 
One line or single period lost ! 
Improving Youth, and hoary Age, 
Are better'd by thy matchless page ; 

^ Mrs. Aynston'sdaugIiter> afterwards Mrs.Themas. Seep.673. 
t Near Hereford,^ Mrs« Ayn^on's place of residence. 
X Bishop^ Burnet 

X x^ ^ And, 
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And^ what no mortal could devise^ 
Women, by reading thee, grow wise ; 
Divines had taught, and husbands rav'd^ 
Now threatened, then as poorly crav'd. 
But, spite of all, the stubborn dame 
Remained our curse, and stilt the same ; 
Modish and flippant as before. 
The smoothing paint and patch are wore ; 
. Two hours each morning spent to dress. 
And not one ounce of tea the less : 
While the provoking idiot vows 
Her lover fairer much than spouse. 

The ladies, pleas'd with thee to dwell. 
Aspire to write correct, and spell : 
We scarce behold, though writ in haste. 
Five letters in a score misplac'd ; 
MarshaFd in rank they all appear. 
With no front vowels in the rear. 
Nor any, out of shame or dread. 
Skulking liehind, that should have led ; 
In every line they now demur, 
' Tis now no longer Wurtkee Surr ; 
With half our usual sweat and pain. 
We both unravel and explain. 
Nor call-in foreign aid to find. 
In mystic terms, the fair-one's mind. 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathless name^ 
Thou canst no wider stretch thy fame, 
Till, gliding from her native skies. 
Virtue once more delighted flies ; 
By each adoring Patriot own'd. 
And boasts herself by thee enthron d I" 


514. 
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514. AN ES&AY, 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF SIR RICHARD STEELE *. 

JN ATURE hath made it the condition of existence 
to Hve but for a time under any one mode ; and 
when that period is expired, every thing dbai^es^ 
and gives way to a new succession. The finest move- 
ments of her workmanship must fall to pieces, when, 
the hours assigned them are fulfilled ; and the 
greatest master-piece of creation must be no more^^ 
when it has performed the uses for which alone it 
was created. Thus the brave and base, the learned, 
and illiterate, the wise and foolish, aye destined to. 
an equal fate ; and the most intelligent mind, how- 
ever different in life, is the same in death with the 
most vacant soul, or vegetative being. 

But Memory still preserves the fair idea of exalted 
worth, and faithful History conveys it down to very 
late posterity. It is then a grateful generous labour 
to consecrate the great man's fame, to raise him 
monuments of praise and glory ; and, whilst the 
marble poorly shews he only lived and died, the no- 
bler ^nd more lasting work shall witness wherein 
mankind were better from his actions, or may be 
happier by his good example. 

And now we come to pay the debt of justice ; 
for we come to honour the manes of heroic worth : 
whilst weeping friends or sorrowful relations bewail 

. * Originally printed, immediately aftor his death, in " The 
British Journal, or the Censor, Sept 13, 17^." 

Ihe 
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the lot of nature, and blame a very equitable fate ; 
let ns return a much more grateful tribute than 
tears, and express the acknowledgements his virtues 
desejrved, whilst they bestow the sighs he does not 
want. 

Sir Richard Steele lies dead before us, and the 
great British Censor is no more ! He is now gone 
to rest, whose active genius laboured so long for 
our welfare. Let our liberty and our happiness 
praise him. These we derived in an eminent degree 
from his illustrious endeavours ; and his name is 
worthy of a lasting remembrance by all who love 
their country. But why do I say their country, 
since he, who lived a universal good, deserves the 
Ihanks of all mankind, and he who struggles for 
the liberties of men does a benefit to the whole spe- 
cies ? Nothing can be a more common good, or a 
more diffusive blessing, than freedom, which is the 
great foundation-stone of happiness. It is there- 
fore that we pay distinguished honours to our late 
departed friend, and pronounce Sir Richard Steele 
a benefactor to the human species. $ 

This excellent man was bom to a fortune much 
inferior to his merits : his early life was formed in 
camps, and seasoned to the toils of war ; yet, greatly 
brave, and of unquestioned honour, his was a let- 
tered genius, nor fond of military glory/ Jle shone 
distinguished, even whilst in humble privacy ; ob- 
scured not more by his low rank ill life than by his 
native modesty. Here he was selected by the brave 
Ix)rd Cutts *, whose discernment knew the noble 

* See before, p. 77. 

^ >» genius 

■ ■• • • 
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genius even in the private soldier.^ That gallant 
man was his generous^ disinterested patron ; raised 
him to a better fatfe^ and placed him in the light 
that he deserved. And this alone was a glorious 
virtue ; all the services Sir Richard Steele did after- 
wards render to his country, all the honour and re- 
putation he acquired by his actions or writings ; all 
these were owing) to Lord Cutt3, who, when he 
raised a deserving man, did the world a benefit. 
Fair example to men of power, whose influence on 
the happiness of mankind is very great and impor- 
tant, if only considered in those whom they draw 
up after them. Here they have ample opportunities 
to bless the future generations, since, by judiciously 
discerning and promoting merits however humble 
or obscure, they leave the most valuable legacies to 
the .people and times which succeed them. 

* Such a legacy was Sir Richard Steele, who wanted 
nothing more to make him useftil than to be knft)wn. 
He had great vivacity and ready address ; was diffi- 
dent of his own judgement, and yielding to other 
men: he had fine wit and true humour; a wit 
which was candid and good-natured: he was al-* 
ways willing to do good offices, and far from 
being envious of merit in other men. Hence he 
was loved and honoured by all men. None was , 
more hs^ppy or extensive in his acquaintance.: none 
was a more, agreeable companion, or useful friejid* 
This was his private life, and this might well re- 
commend him to public esteem. 

To him we owe that invaluable work which he 
commenced in *' The Tatler/ and, assisted by the 
immortal labours of his ingenious friend Mr. Addi 
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son^ carried into numerous volumes *. Here he be- 
gan a work which at once refined our language, and 
improved our morals. None ever attempted with 
more success to form the mind to virtue, or polish the 
manners of common life ; none ever touched the pas* 
sions in that pleasing, prevailing method, or so well 
inculcated the most useful and instructive lessons. I 
9xy, none did ever thus happily perform so impor* 
taut a work as these illustrious Colleagues, who, by 
adapting themselves to the pleasures, promoted the 
best virtues of human nature ; insinuated themselves 
by a)l the arts of fine persuasion ; employed the most 
delicate wit and humour in the cause of truth and 
good sensfe ; nor gave ofience to the most rigid de^ 
v6tees or loosest .debauchees, but soon grew popu- 
lar, though advocates of Virtue. 

This was laying the axe to the root of Vice and 
Immorality. All the pulpit discourses of a year 
scaree produced half the good as flowed from the 
Spectator of a day -f-. They who were tired and 
lulled to sleep by a long and laboured harangue, or 

* The very commendable and spirited writer of this sentimen-* 
tal Essay evidently includes, under the general name of Tatler, 
all the valuable periodical papers which Steele began under 
this first title^ and continued to publish for the entertainment 
and instruction of his countrymen^ daily, or occasionally, for 
many years, under the diversified titles of " The Spectator/* 
" The Guardian/* " The Ix)ver/^ " The Reader/* '' 'The Town-r 
talk/* " The Theatre/' &c. &c. 

t For instfuction in common life, ^^ nothing is so proper as 
frequent publication of short ps^rs^ which we read not as a 
study, but amusement. If the subject be slight^ the treatise like- 
wise is short. The busy ipay find time, and the idle may find 
patience.*' Dr, Johnson, 

terrified 
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terrified at the appearance of large and weighty vo- 
lumes, could chearfttlly attend to a single half-sheet^ 
where they found the images of Virtuie so lively and 
amiable, where Vice wa$ so agreeably ridiculed that 
it grew painful to no man to part witihi his beloved 
follies ; nor was he easy till he had practised those 
qualities which charmed so much in speculation. 
Thus good nature and good sense became habitual 
to their readers. Every morning they were in- 
structed in some new principle of duty, which was 
endeared to them by the beauties of description, 
and thereby impressed on their minds in the most 
indelible charactei-s. 

Such a work as this, in a Roman age, would have 
been more glorious than a public triumph ; statues 
would have been raised, and medals have been 
struck, in honour of the Authors. Antiquity had 
^ high a sense of gratitude for the communication 
of knowledge, thlt they worshiped their lawgivers, 
and deified the fathers of science. How then must 
they have acknowledged services likte these, where 
every man grew wiser and better by the fine instruc- 
tion ! 

Yet we must not leave Sir Richard Steele on this 

r - 

point, nor rest his merits on the glory of a plan 
which was so well performed by him and his im- 
mortal j^end ; which was never interlarded with 
scandal or faction, and which was a satire on vices, 
not men. No, we must conduct him to higher 
scenes than these — conduct him to his seat in Par- 
liament, and describe his behaviour in the Councils 
of his Country, 

He 
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He lived in the crisis of honestj", when, as Sir 
William Temple well expressed it, a brave man had 
a hard part to act^ and it was dishonourable at 
Court to have truth and integrity. He lived when 
party rage and priestly pride ran high : when the 
Church was in danger^ and the rabble were ortho- 
dox : when religious mobbings and factious incen- 
diaries laboured to overthrow the Constitution, and 
prevailed against an Administration, great in their 
abilities and uncommon success; a Ministry the 
boast of ^our Nation, the glory of their own times, 
and the veneration of these. Nor did the Faction 
stop at this ; they even shocked the Succession it-» 
self; and that illustrious Family now on our Throne 
had a doubtful prospect whilst we were so divided a 
people. 

And here the worthy person to whom we pay 
deserved honours rose with noble courage in that 
dangerous conjuncture : he thought inactivity infa- 
mous whilst ALL was at stake ; and his private in- 
terest was below his regard, when his Country's 
happiness became precarious : he did not, like little 
temporizing Patriots, stay till his place was taken 
from him ; he bravely resigned it before he com- 
menced his opposition ; and his Letter to the then 
Lord Treasurer, since published to the world ^^ may 
shew how much he disdained any intei^t which 
might biass his judgement, or pervert his duty to 
the publick. 

In this proceeding he acted worthy of himself; 
he spoke in Parliament, and appeared from the 

* See it in p. 283. 

press, 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. §8^ 

pre§s, ^^ith a warm and generous freedom : he dif- 
fered from those in authority, without libeUng their 
persons. No scandalous parallels, no ungentleman- 
like invectives, or womanish railings, are to be 
found in his writings : he spoke to facts^ and things 
of public concern ; nor invented nor revived any- 
little stories to blacken the reputation of others : in 
short, he was at war with no man's fortunes or 
places ; aifd he greatly despised all lucrative con- 
siderations. 

Add this to his character ; he had an enthusiasm 
of honour, insomuch that he was always most 
ready to appear for the truth, when it was most dif- 
ficult and dangerous : he thought himself obliged to 
stand in the breach, when no man else would ; and 
his intrepidity was a public advantage. 

Witness his memorable Address to the Clergy in 
defence of the Revolution * ; I mean, his *^ Crisis,^ 
for which he was immortalized by the resentment 
of his enemies, and by the noble stand he made 
against them in his brave defence : for this he was 
expelled the House of Commons, whilst he tri- 
umphed in the judgement of his coujitry; and 
raised such a spirit in the people by his writings, as 
greatly contributed to save our declining liberties, 
and establish the precarious Succession. 

Such #as his conduct, such his character, which 
was invariably honest ; he flattered not his friends 
in their power, nor insulted his enemies in their 
distress : he opposed any measures which he could 
not approve, and exactly adhered to that excellent 
jBcntence, Juri quce sentiat. ^ 

* See p. 309. 

This, 
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This, indeed, was his principle ; and if ever mau 
always acted inviolably by his opinion, or dared to 
preserve his integrity upon all occasions^ Sir Rich<^ 
ard Stede was the person. 

And here we leave our common friend ; here we ' 
drop the sacred pall on his last remains. It is not 
our business to shew his foibles, or expose the ble-. 
mishes of an .excellent man to whom we owe so 
much; diose who loved him less will Be fond of 
this: but we have pronounced his elogium^ and 
honoured his virtues. Let his warm heart for li- 
berty and virtue, his great benevolence, that never 
saw distress without compassion, or spared to lend 
his hand when he could give assistance * — ^let these 
engage our attention, and become our great exam- 
ple. Vice and Folly are always to be lamented ; 
we heartily wish them out of the world, and can 
have no delight to lay them to the charge of our de- 
parted friends, whose actions should only survive 
them whilst tbey ' may influence posterity in the 
pursuits of Virtue. 

* The Publisher of the. Letters of Clio and Strephon, in a 
Dedication of the second editiJ)n of " The Platonic Lovers," 
addressed to Mrs. Judith Bond, says, '^ These Letters passed 
through the hands of many friends, and by that means copies of 
them were publicly seen, when the Writers had never seen one 
another, and so fell into the hands of a Gentleman, who pub- 
lished them, and inscribed them to a pereon of such worth, as 
I am proud to be able to call my Friend, Sir Richard Steele -, 
whose commendations, joined with that of several other most 
ingenious peisons, had first, I believe, made them so much and 
so favourably taken notice of.*' 


515. 
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515. 

ANTICIPATION OF THE POSTHUMOUS - 
CHAjRACTER OF SIR RICHARD STEELE *. 

:Py the Rev. Dr. THOMAS RUNDLEf, 

AFTERWARDS^ BiSHOP OF DeRRY. 
*^ MADAM, 

L HE hopes of seeing the King in town to-night 
so fills people's hearts at present, that it leaves no 
room for lesser pleasures ; and therefore conversa-^ 
tion is wholly taken up in that. But, though it 
may furnish out a visiting hour very comfortably, 
*twill not spread half a page of a letter ; and I want 
other materials to entertain you, while tea and idle- 
ness in a morning will allow my conversation ad- 
mittance. .Tis well for me, that I forgot in my 
last to say something to Mrs. Benson's strange re- 
quest, of drawing up the character of Sir R. while 
he is aiive ; because, had I told her before of the 
unaccountableness of her desire, I had not had a 
single subject left me, to aflbrd one sentence. I 
must beg you, therefore, in my name, to expostu- 
late with her about the impropriety of the task as- 
signed me. Should I begin, — before I could vjrrite 
half of it, 'tis ten to one but he would be quite 

* For this excellent article, supposed to have been written 
about the .year 1720, in a Letter to a Lady, I am indebted to 
the " Life of Bishop Hildesley," published in 1799 by my good 
friend the Rev. Weeden Butler ; to whom it was communicated 
by Mrs. Cornewall, of Cliart in Smrey, a lady nearly related to 
the celebrated Miss Cathaiine Talbot, 

t *^ Rundle has a heart." Pope. 

changed. 
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changed, and prove that all I have said of him waf 
falsehood. To attempt describing a man so various^ 
is like drawing the picture of a chameleon in his 
true colour ; but, hang it ! the more difficult, the 
more honour. It sliall never be said that an im- 
possibility hindered T. R. from complying with 
the petition of a friend; and therefore. Sir R. 
avaunt ! for I resolve to paint all thy foUies in lively 
colours; and expect, on Monday morning, when 
this letter is read, to have thy face glow with scarlet *• 

*^ On the ■ day of in the year 

;— died Sir R. S. — (in decency -we must sup- 
pose him dead, when we sum up his actions.) It 
is pity there is no person of abilities left, to give* 
his character to the world, who drew so many, so 
finely ! In a well-written life of him might be seen 
an epitome of mankind ; and the motto of his first 
Tatleis was as true of his example as of bis writings. 
Surely so many follies, and so much worth, were 
never blended together in any single person before. 
The last he resolved should be the g^uide W his be- 
haviour, though he always followed the former. 

" He was a coquette to Virtue ; made continual 
advances, and seemed just yielding up himself to 
the comely dame who courted him, as she once did 
Hercules : when, on a sudden, he would flounce 
offy flirt back, and sink into the arms of Pleasure. 
His soul, in his calm morning-hours, was truly 
great; and some design for public good, the im- 
provement of knowledge, and the security of liberty 
(which he always esteemed the manhood of the 

* We are told, however, that Sir Richard, upon occasion, 
could make himself very merry and free with his own character. 

mind). 
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mind), was farmed in his thoughts^ Shd Was the de- 
light of his meditations : and it must be owned that 
England is ungrateful, if she doth not confess^ that 
the present happiness she enjoys was more guarded 
to her by him, than by any thousand other private 
men she can boast of. He had undaunted courage 
to oppose all mankind, for the sake of what was 
right ; but still, his inborn imprudences generally 
rendered that courage feebly useful to the world ; 
and his inability to withstand some evening's-mer- 
riment ruined half his attempts. 

^^ But, notwithstanding the ridicule of such an 
allay in his patriot-ambition, he went on, like 
others, through good and ill report; and suffered 
himself to be laughed at and railed at, with all the 
indolence and insensibility of a Stoick. 

" No bribes of riches or greatness c«>uld have 
tempted him to do a base action ; though the ne- 
cessities' into which his carelessness in the manage- 
ment of Jjis fortune, and a thoughtless generosity, 
had throppm him, often compelled him to submit to 
basenesses, almost as low as those by which others 
raise estates, and become glorious in villainy. Yet, 
while he did it, he scorned and hated himself; and 
resolved to be rich, that he might be honest. But 
still, the want of money returned, and with it all 
the mean shifts to extricate himself from the fatigue 
of lying to his creditors. 

Thus he went on, in a continual round *of self- 
dishke, and doing actions which produced new self- 
dislike : But he had this to say for his worst con- 
duct, that his vices were always rencounters, and 
never meditated wickedness. " 
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** He was a {deasant companion, a generous ene- 
my, and a zealous friend. His company was courted 
by every body, as more entertaining than a comedy : 
he never refused to forgive, and then forget, the in- 
juries that had been done him by those who de- 
sired they should be forgiven ;,*and all his fortune was 
at the command of his friends, as well as his labour 
and reputation. He seemed to want gold only to 
give it away ; his busy mind pursued project after 
'project, in hopes to be rich; that by it he might 
be more eminently serviceable to his friends, and 
his country. He embraced every appearance that 
flattered this public-spirited avarice, though the 
proposal Were ever so wanton and improbable. In 
hopes of getting^immense wealth, he ran after every 
whim, and so first aimed at the Philosopher s Stone; 
and when that would not do, he could condescend 
to be thought the author of the humble discovery 
of a new-fashioned hoop-petticoat : but still, 'twas 
with the sacred view of serving his country by his 
riches. 

*' This briskness and quicksighfedness, to find 
6ut mines of treasure in a notion^ made him enquire 
out great numbers of men of abilities, who were 
obscured by poverty ; and animated them to exert 
their inventive talents, by high promises. When 
any of them had contrived a handsome scheme, he 
would, in the hurry of his approbation, expend his 
whole cash to promote it: and at last, when the 
project was almost ready to repay with interest his 
trouble, and charges, the hopes would be, blasted, 
for want of another* ten pounds to complete the un- 
dertaking. Thus he rid hard, continually coursing 

after 
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liter trieasure ; and, when his dog bore at the game, 
by a nimble unexpected turn, it always escaped 
from its mouth, and he returned empty: however, 
he comforted himself that he had brave sport, and 
went out again the next day, fresh and eager to the 
field. Thus, constantly, with high hopes and self- 
complacency, he renewed his project, as warm in 
expectation of ^success, as if he had met with no 
disappointment. He was often within a day of 
being the richest^ and therefore the honestest man 
in England ; but, before that illniatured to-nf/orrow 
came, he died! much lamented by all who value 
wit and good sense ; and. he must be owned to be> 
if not virtuous, yet a lover of virtue. 
' ^' His writings will make him beloved by all, in 
ages to come, when his follies are forgot, or softened 
by time. To him we owe not only his own per- 
formances, but those of others likewise; and he 
was properly the man*midwife to all the children of . 
the Muses born in his own time, and was suspected 
very oft^i to be their, father also. 

^^ He would have been what he was, had Addison 
never been born ; but Addison would have died 
with narrow fame, had he never had a friendship 
with Sir R. whose compositions have done emi^ 
nent service to mankind. To him we owe, that 
swearing is unfashionable, and that a regard to re- 
ligion is become a part of good-breeding. 

^^ He had learning ; but it was seldom transfused 
into his performances. He studied Nature more 
than books ; and as Numa cona(ulted with JEgeria, 
^nd learnt his laws from that' divine nymph. Sir 
Jl, was in love with a more reial goddess ; and wafe 

VOL. 11* YY taught 
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taught by her^ in reality, all his precepts. He hid 
an art to make people hate their follies, without 
hating themselves for having them ; and he shewed 
gentlemen a way of becoming virtuous with a good 
grace; 

• " A bold, free* spirit, a lively hymour, a quickness 
of thought, and the most delicate touches of the 
passions, inspire pleasure into all that read and un- 
derstand his writings. He had not leisiire and 
coolness enough to beat the fatigue of being correct : 
his observations on mankind crowded so fast upon 
him, that, for want of patience to write them down 
in a due, studied, natural order, he sometimes be- 
came obscure. His satire was severe and pointed ; 
but, I Jthink, he never once exerted that talent 
against his private, but always against his Country's, 
enemies; and therefore shewed good*nature, even 
in his sharpest and bitterest invectives. 

" He had no genius for rhime * ; and he knew that 
he had not, and therefore but seldom attempted it. 
Those who love S. will only admire Addison: he 
will never have many applauders ; but those who 
can relish hita, will never think any writings equal 
to those he has left us. 

" How good his political judgment was, may 
be learnt from his letters to Sir Miles Wharton -f-, 
and to the Bailiff of Stockbridge ^ : how generous his 


Mediocribus esse poetis. 


Non Dil, non kovikies, non concessere columns, 

Bickerstaffe^ sapis^ quondam lepidissimus exis, 

£t scripsisse olim te bene nemo negat. 
Pessima nunc tandem spargis tua scripta per orbem 5 
Bickerstaffe, sapis^ non mediocris etia. 

Lwus WestmonasL 
t Sec p. 260. J See p. 295. 

sentiments 
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sentiments of religion, may be seen in his Epistle 
to the Pope. The justness of his wit, and his exact 
knowledge of true character, every body confessed, 
by their approbation of his Plays and TJ^itlers. 

^^ Let thy faults, O Sir R. be buried in thy grave, 
and thy virtues be imitated by all ! Let thy writ- 
ings be beloved ; for whoever doth that sincerely, 
will, before he thinks of it, become a lover, if not . 
a practiser, of virtue ; and the world may owe to 
-thee the removal of fopperies^ that are to be born 
again in centuries to come. Thy works will be a 
medicine of the mind, and ciure all the green-sick- 
nessed appetites that will seize on the gay and the 
young, witho\it so friendly a cordial. If all who 
have been, or shall be, benefited by thy advice, will 
own themselves thy admirers, never could author 
boast a mt>re universal or a better- founded applause; 
and Socrates himself shall have fewer disciples than 
Steele. T. Rukdle.'* 


*:ni* ThefoHowing Articles should proper fy have, 
been inserted according to their respective Dates. 

516. TO MR. M. DAVIES. 

SIR* FEB. 14, 1716-17. 

1 HAVE yours of the gth instant, bi^t am wholly 
unacquainted with the point on which you and my 
wife differ in your accounts. If I knew that, I 
should be more able to advise her. I dare say she 

YY 2 ig 
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is as averse to contests as you can be^ but I can^ 
make no further answer till I hear from her. I am 
extremely concerned that there is any occasion of 
dispute ; for I was always very much disposed to 
continue, Sir, 
^ Your most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steele. 
I have writ %(> my wife, and I believe you will 
hear from her. 


517. TO LADY STEELE. 

MADAM, [^7^71- 

If I have a tender regard fqr. every one that lives 
under my roof, so as to be uneasy if they want for 
any convenience ; much more am I concerned for 
the ease of my wife and children. I desire there- 
fore, that, for the future, I may be well assured that 
there is enough with thankfulness ; and my expence 
shall be hereafter much more confined within my 
own walls. I am coming home. 

Rich. Steele. 


518. TO LADY STEELE. 

DEAR PRUE, [1718.1 

WRITE this in vera great haste, being just 
come out of the country, where I lay last night 

with 
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with some friends^ at a placfe called Carshalton in 
Surrey. 

I am very sorry for ne^ecting a post, ajid hast- 
ened now to town to pr^svent the like accident. 
I am, dear creature. 

Ever thine, Rich. Steele. 

My Lord Cadogan * has sent hither this evening ; 
he is labouring to do me good at Court. I fehall 
know more in the morning. 


519. TO MR. ALEXANDER SCURLOCK. 

COUSIN SANDY, MAY 26, l'Jf20^ - 

Jl have yours with the accompt, upon which you 
refer me to the last which I have found among my 
papers. You will find the charge in the accompt 
ending Michaelmas, concerning collecting and re- 
urns, is for 313/. 17^. 6d. 

But I have not time to observe upon this matter 
carefully, so as to avoid errors ; but my care is about 
the 100/. bond to the King. Till that is over, I 
know not how to rest easy, but shall take a journey 
down to Wales to take it up rather than let it lie out, 
so much do I dread being accomptant to the crown. 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

Rich. Steele* 

* This Nobleman (of whom see p. 304.) was not created a 
Peer till May 18, I7I8 5 so that this is one of the latest l^ettew 
written by Sir Richard Steele to his Wife, 

5«0. 
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520. PROPOSAL TO SIR RICHARD STEELE, 

' FOR THE PAYMENT OF HIS DEBTS ; APRIL 23, 1724. 

Debts in all are — — ^ 4052 

Debts which he may take his own time 

for — — 800 O 


Debts to be in a course of payment are 3252 
In hand^ to apply to them^ is 400 Q 

Remains 2852 
Household goods are — • 100 

Remains 2752 O 
Woolley's debt, already agreed to be 
paid at the rate of 200/. a-year out 
of the Playhouse, is — 700 

Remains 2052 

Remaining annual income of the Play- 
house, after the said deduction of 
200/. a-year, is 500/. ; which in four 
years will produce 2000/. 

To answer — — 205 2 


In the mean time, in security for tha 
^ payment of the said debts, there is 

Playhouse stock - — 1200 

Tliree years' income after Sir Richard's 

death — — 210o' 


In all 3300 O 

I 

I propose. 
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' I propose. That the mcomc of the Playhouse be 
put into a Trustee's hands for the payment of the 
debts as abore, under the security above mentioned. 

That Mr. Plaxton be appointed Pay^naster, to 
receive the money from the Playhouse, and pay it to 
the creditors ; and that David Scurlock be appointed 
Trustee, to inspect accounts of the Playhouse, and 
to see that all money thence arising to Sir Richard 
be only applied to the said payment. 

Jtlem* That these debts may be sooner paid, by 
the demand which Sir Richard has in equity upon 
the Managers, upon account of the clandestine 
alienation of 30/. a-week to their own use, con- 
trary to his right of a full fourth share of all the 
clear profits. 

And likewise that the said debts may be sooner 
paid by the accidental advantages of a new Play, 
which Sir Richard may produce next Winter. 

Besides that I may have rated the annual in^ 
come of the Playhouse at l^ss than its real value (in 
calling it 700/. per annum) if all Sir Richard's just 
income is duly paid him hereafter. 

Persons to be paid 400/. which is in hand : 

Keen ■— — — 

Dawson — — 

Brewer — — 

Servants " — — ' 

Aynston — — 

Landlord — -— 


Remains 
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Brought over — ^*— 35 (J 

Household goods — -— 1 20 O 


Dawson more r— — 

Remains in hand — — 

Gilpin paid — — 

Remains — ~ 44 10 O 

The deed for sale of the patent to MinshuU for 
4000/. is dated Jan. 31,1715-16. 

£dward Minshull set oirer the said patent and 
shares for 4O00/. to Charles Gerey on the 24th of 
July 1716. 

Charles Gerey set over by deed, on the 4th of 
April 1721, the said patent and shares to William 
Woolley for 1947/. 

The said Gerey becoming bankrupt, Woolley and 
his assignees agreed with Sir Richard Steele to dis- 
engage him from all mortgages of the. said pt^emises 
to Gerey and Minshull, upon payment of 1200/. in 
manner following ; viz. 360/. upon delivery of the 
deed of mortgage, and 200/. yearly out of the pro- 
fits of the Playhouse, till the whole 1200/. be dis- 
charged. The 200/. to be paid on the 23d of 
January every year; and, as a security. Sir Richard 
Steele was to make an assignment of his interest in 
the stock. — Here is a receipt of Woolley for 500/. 
ivithout date ; but writ since Midsummer 1723, 

yiNis, 


JoHK ^AcHOLS and Sok, Printers^ 
Red Liou Passage^ Fleet Street;) Loodp^ 


y 


> 


